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Strange  Cures 

By  him  lately  Performed. 


Written  by  hirnfelf  in  a 

LETTER 

AddrefTed  to  the  Honourable 

ROBERT  BOYLE  Efq; 


Whereunto  are  annexed* 

The  Teftimonials  of  Robert  Boyle  Efq; 
Bifhop  Wilkins,  Bifhop  Patrick,  Dr. 
Cudworth,  Dr.  Whichcot,  and  many 
other  Perfons  of  Diftinftion ;  concerning 
the  chief  Matters  of  Fact  therein  Related. 


L  O  N  D  O  N: 

Printed  and  Sold  by  J.  Downing  in  Bartholomew- 
Clofer  near  vVeft-Smithfield.  1723, 


An  A dvertifement  concerning 
the  prefent  Edition . 

HE  following  Pamphlet  being 
very  fcarce ,  and  but  in  few 
Hands ,  and  on  a  very  curious 
and  uuncommon  Subject,  it 
is  thought  fit  to  Publifh  it  once 
more .  It  was  Printed  in  the 
Tear  1 666,  a  little  before  the 
great  Fire,  which  reduced  the  much  bigger  Part 
of  the  City  of  London  Afhes,  fo  that  proba* 
bly  many  Copies  of  the  Impreffion  perifbed  in  the 
Flames.  Why  it  wets  not  af  terwards  reprinted , 

I  am  not  able  to  give  any  Account .  The  Fafts 
herein  related  are  fo  well  attefied ,  that  they  cannot 
reafonably  be  dijputed .  And  to  me  they  appear  to 
he  clear  Evidences  of  a  fupernatural  Operation, 
which  is  the  great  Motive  of  the  Publication  there - 
\of  at  this  Time ,  when  almofl  every  thing  of  that 
kind  is  called  into  Quefiion ,  and  by  many ,  who 
know  no  better ,  made  the  Subject  of  Ridicule. 
Jj If  what  is  here  offered  contributes  any  thing  towards \ 
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putting  a  flop  to  the  growing  Infidelity  of  the 
prefent  Age ,  the  Pubtifber  has  what  he  de fires*  The 
Author  does  not  pretend  to  any  new  Revelation. 
He  every  where  e.xprefjes  him  flip  with  great  Mo- 
defty,  calling  himjelf  a  worth lejs  Inflrument,  and 
ajcnbing  all  to  the  Glory  and  Praife  of  God  ; 
with  reference  to  him f elf  ,  he  Jeems  to  he  concern'd 
for  nothing  fo  much  as  to  be  found  a  faithful 
Steward  and  Difpenfer  of  the  Talent  com¬ 
mitted  to  his  Trufl . 

Several  of  the  Perjons  who  atteft  the  Truth 
of  the  Fa£ts  here  related,  were  eminent  for  their 
Learning  and  Piety  in  the  Time  wherein  they 
Uvea .  They  were  Men  not  eaflly  impofed  upon , 

being  remarkable  for  their  Skill  in  natural  Know¬ 
ledge,  and  curious  Enquiries  into  the  Reafoa 
and  Nature  of  Things.  Some  of  them  were 
Phyficians  and  Chirurgecns  *,  others  were  cured 
by  Mr.  GreatrakV;  others  were  Eye-witneffess 
being  prejent  when  the  Cures  were  performed . 
Among  them  the  Reader  will  obferve  the  Honour - 
able  Robert  Boyle  Efq\  Bifhop  Wilkins,  the  late 
Btfljop  Patrick,  Dr.  Cudworth,  Dr.  Whichcot, 
and  many  other  Perfons  of  DiflintHon.  Tbofe 
who  can  account  for  fuch  Fafts,  without  juppo - 
fling  fomething  fupernatural  and  miraculous,  let 
them  do  it.  I  promije  them  I  will  attend  to 
Reafon  and  Argument,  but  I  will  deflife  Rail¬ 
lery  and  Banter  ;  this  may  indiffofe  and  unqua «? 
up  the  Mind  to  judge  of  Truth  when  it  is  offered 
to  it,  hut  it  will  be  as  far  from  gyving  ConviBion 
to  a  reafonable  Creature 9  as  Force  and  Perfection* 


A 


To  the  Honourable 


ROBERT  BOYLE  Efq; 

Moji  Honourable  and  mojl  Worthy  Sir , 

HOUGH  I  had  not  the  Hap- 
pinefs  formerly  to  have  an  ac¬ 
quaintance  with  you-,  yet  I 
was  no  ftranger  to  your  Worth 
and  Virtue,  which  have  made 
you  as  much  admired  and  reve¬ 
renced  abroad,  as  honoured  and 
beloved  at  home  :  And  therefore  I  have  alTumed 
the  Confidence  to  make  this  Addrefs  to  your  Ho¬ 
nour,  whofe  Repute  and  Teftimony  to  the  World 
will  be  fo  powerful  (knowing  your  Wifdom,  De¬ 
votion,  and  Learning  to  be  fo  great)  that  Truth 
may  find  Belief,  God  have  Glory,  and  his  poor  In- 
ftrument  be  juftified  before  Men,  who  hath  no  far¬ 
ther  Defign  in  the  Diftribution  of  that  Talent 
which  the  All-healing  God  has  entrufted  him 
withal,  than  the  Honour  of  his  Maker,  and  the 
good  ol  his  Poor  Fellow-Creatures,  whofe  Di- 
ftempers  (many  of  them)  neither  Art  nor  Phy- 
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fck,  probably  could  reach;  which  caufed  him 
cheerfully  (that  he  might  not  be  found  an  un-? 
faithful  Steward)  to  call:  all  his  worldly  Plea- 
fures  and  Delights  behind  his  Back,  to  run  him-? 
felf  into  the  midft  of  all  Difeafes,  to  make 
his  Houfe  an  Hofpital,  and  forfake  his  own  la¬ 
te  re  ft  and  Advantages;  to  labour  Day  and  Night* 
and  oftentimes  run  the  Hazard  of  his  Liber¬ 
ty  and  Life  by  the  Crowds,  Preflings,  Steams 
and  Stinks  of  the  Multitudes  and  Ulcerous  Per- 
ions,  (which  you  can  well  witnefs  few  Men 
can  brook  or  undergo) ;  and  what  is  worfe 
than  all  this,  the  fcandalous  and  falfe  Reports 
of  lying  Tongues  ;  which  have  caufed  him,  who 
never  had  the  Ambition  to  publifh  himfelf  to 
the  World  farther  than  by  his  Deeds,  to  writs 
this  Vindication,  in  Anfwer  to  a  Pamphlet,  cal¬ 
led  by  the  Title  of  [} Vonders  no  Miracles ,] 
wherein  the  Author,  a  certain  obfcure  Perfon, 
one  that  never  faw  me,  nor  knew  any  thing 
of  me,  very  confidently  takes  upon  him  to  be 
nay  Herald  and  Confelibr,  and  to  reprefent  me 
in  fuch  black  Characters,  as  if  1  were  fo  hor¬ 
rid  a  Monfter,  that  my  very  Name  fhould  af¬ 
fright  the  Reader. 

Sir,  I  never  injured  this  Gentleman  in  Word 
or  Deed  in  all  my  Life,  and  yet  he  who  pre¬ 
tends  himfelf  to  be  a  Minifter  of  the  Gofpel* 
is  fo  extremely  (beyond  the  Rules  of  Charity) 
invedive  againft  me.  But  (you  know,  Sir,)  if 
to  be  accufed  only  be  fufficient,  who  can  be 
found  innocent  ?  I  have  enough  of  Provocations 
given  me  to  refled,  but  God  be  praifed  I  have 
learn’d  a  better  Leflon,  and  fhall  return  him 
Good  for  Evil,  if  it  lies  in  my  Power. 

I  befeech  God,  l  may  never  fuffer  as  a  Mur- 
therer,  or  as  a  Thief,  or  as  an  Evil-doer,  or  as 
a  Bufle-man  in  other  Mens  Matters;  but  if  I 
fuffer  for  doing  Good  to  Perfons  in  Mifery  fre^ 
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ly,  I  hope  I  have  no  caufe  to  be  afhamed,  but  to  glo- 
rifie  God  on  this  behalf  who  gave  both  the  Gift 
and  Mind  to  ufe  it. 

This  Gentleman  was  the  Man  (as  I  am  cer¬ 
tainly  informed)  that  writ  that  Pamphlet,  Entitu- 
led,  The  Count efs  of  Bridge  water’j  Ghofl ,  for  which 
he  lay  fix  Months  in  Prifon y  one  would  have 
thought  this  might  have  proved  a  fufficient 
warning  to  him  to  be  more  fober  for  the  fu¬ 
ture,  who,  you  may  fee,  was  afhamed  to  fix  his 
Name  to  his  Book,  left  the  Contents  thereof 
(though  it  might  carry  fomewhat  of  Truth  in 
it)  might  totally  be  difcredited  for  the  Au¬ 
thor’s  fake.  I  do  not  inftance  in  this  Gen¬ 
tleman  to  ihame  him  (for  that  is  no  ways  my 
Defign)  but  fo  far  to  invalidate  his  Teftimony, 
that  I  may  not  be  the  worfe  thought  of  for  his 
Evil-fpeaking,  who  makes  it  his  Trade  to  put 
forth  Libels  on  any  one,  fo  he  may  get  but  a 
little  Money  from  the  Printer,  or  thofe  that 
employ  him.  I  pray  God  he  may  better  make 
ufe  of  his  Time  and  Parts  hereafter ;  and  that  he 
would  take  all  Rancour  and  Malice  out  of  his 
Hearty  and  give  him  the  Spirit  of  Meeknefs* 
Charity,  and  Love  :  for  if  we  bite  and  devour 
one  another,  we  may  chance  to  be  confumed 
one  of  another. 

For  me  to  anfwer  each  particular  Allegation 
of  his,  would  require  too  much  time  to  be  fo 
ill  fpent,  and  therefore  I  will  overlook  his  Ca¬ 
lumnies,  defiring  God  to  forgive  him  \  nor  fnal! 

I  render  Evil  for  Evil,  or  Railing  for  Railing, 
only  I  fhall  inftance  in  fome  few  Particulars,  for 
the  Satisfaction  of  the  Reader,  who  by  thofe,  as 
Iby  a  Touch-ftone,  may  try  what  Metal  the  reft 
are  made  of.  And, 

Fir  fly  In  Folio  14.  he  Charges  me  to  have  writ 
fco  that  Right  Reverend  and  pious  Perfon  the 
Lord  Bilhop  of  Cheflery  with  feveral  other  Inftan- 
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ces  which  I  fhall  make  ufeof,  which  are  moft,  if 
not  every  one  of  them,  feigned  and  falfe.  The 
Words  are  as  follow  : 

That  he  had  a  Voice  from  Heaven  affnring  him 
fir fty  That  he  had  a  Tower  to  cure  the  Kingfs- 
Evil ,  and  afterwards ,  that  he  might  cure  all  Dif- 
safes :  That  he  could  not  be  quiet  till  he  had  un* 
dertaken  it  \  and  that  a  Woman  unknown  to  him 
had  a  Vifion  to  come  to  him  j  and  that  hereupon 
( not  with  funding  he  was  difi  waded  by  his  Friends 
from  the  Practice,  and  jeered  out  of  the  Imagi¬ 
nation,)  he  had  a  conftant  Impulfe  to  force  him 
upon  the  feveral  Experiments  he  had  made ,  till 
the  whole  Country  thronged  to  him .  And  this,  the 
Pamphleteer  faith,  is  what  the  Man  faith  for 
himfelf. 

Kow  by  this  Tellimonial  of  my  Lord  Bi- 
fhop  of  Chefter ,  written  with  his  own  Hand  at 
his  Houfe  in  Tuthillfireet ,  (which  I  herewith 
fend  yon)  you  may  pleafe  to  judge  how  mif- 
becomihg  the  Pretence  of  a  Clergy  man  he  has 
acquitted  himfelf,  in  Fathering  fuch  Forgeries 
upon  one  of  the  Fathers  of  the  Church,  whofe 
TefUmony  he  would  have  made  ufe  of  to  cre¬ 
ate  a  Belief  in  the  Reader,  and  fcandalize  an 
innocent  Perfon.  The  Words  are  as  follow. 

Whereas  in  a  late  Book,  Entituled ,  ^Wonders 
no  Miracles,]  the  namelefs  Author  hath  thought 
fit  to  take  notice  of  a  Letter  of  Mr*  Valentine 
Greatrak’s  direUed  to  me  *,  wherein  he  is  charged 
to  avouch  a  Voice  from  Heaven  twice  heard  by  him | 
by  which  he  was  employed  to  cure  the  King’S'evil,- 
and  afterwards  to  cure  all  Dif cafes',  mention  be* 
ing  made  alfo  of  a  Vifion  which  a  Woman  had 
to  come  unto  him ,  &C.  I  cannot  but  fo  far  db 
right  to  the  faid  Mr.  Greatrak’s,  and  dlfabufe 
all  Readers  of  that  Book ,  as  to  TefUfie,  That  the 
Letter  which  I  received  from  him ,  hzd  no  fuch1 
Tajfages  favouring  of  Fhanaticifn 7  as  *  a  pretended 

V lice 
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P'oice  from  Heaven  and  a  V'ifion  da  import  %  and 
that  this  is  but  one  of  many  other  Falfities  in 
that  Booh 

April  27.  1 666.  Geo.  CeftrienH 

Next,  as  to  ray  Education^  in  the  enfuirig 
Part  of  my  Letter,  you  (hall  receive  a  Refu¬ 
tation  fufficient  to  convince  you  of  the  Un¬ 
truth  which  this  ftranger  to  ray  Breeding  charg¬ 
es  me  with.  Then  palling  by  many  other  of 
his  Aflertions,  not  worth  the  taking  notice  of, 
nor  having  the  leaft  Colour  of  Truth  in  them, 

I  come  to  Vage  17.  wherein  he  charges  me 
with  fwearing  by  ray  Maker,  at  Mr.  CrejfeF s 
Houfe  in  Chart er-houf e-yard  j  an  Oath  which  ne¬ 
ver  was  heard  to  come  out  of  my  Mouth :  But 
if  you  obferve,  the  Author  of  that  Report  is 
as  namelefs  as  his  Book  y  and  Mr.  Crejfet  (who 
with  feveral  others  were  prefent  all  the  while 
I  was  in  his  Houfe)  hearing  of  that  Falfhood 
faftned  on  me,  hath  herewith  alfo  fent  you  his 
Teftimonial  to  the  contrary,  writ  with  his  own 
Hand,  in  the  following  Words : 

Whereas  in  A  Pamphlet  lately  Printed ,  Enti tit¬ 
led,  Q  Wonders  no  Miracles,]  the  Author  .thereof 
charges  Mr.  Valentine  Greatrak’s  to  have  [worn 
at  my  Houfe  in  Charter-houfe-yard,  by  his  Ma¬ 
ker  j  I  do  hereby  Teftifie ,  That  I  was  continually 
by  him  whilfi  he  was  in  my  Houfe ,  unlejs  when, 
he  was  in  his  Bedy  and  went  with  him  from  my 
Houfe  to  the  Old-baily  that  Day  that  the  Au¬ 
thor  alledgeth  he  did  fwear  the  f aid  Oath  and  1 
did  never  hear  him  fwear  the  fame  Oath>  nor  a* 
ny  other  what fo  ever  y  either  on  that  faid  Day,  or 
in  my  Houfe ,  nor  at  any  other  Time3  or  in  any 
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other  Place  whatfoever  :  Witnefs  my  Hand  this 
5th  of  May,  1 666. 

John  Creffet. 

Then  he  charges  me  in  Pag.  ibid .  with  be¬ 
ing  a  Good  Ft  How  (according  to  his  Senfe),  and 
having  Converfe  with  Women  notorioufy  fcandalous  ; 
and  alfo  with  many  Fallacies  pat  upon  poor  Peo - 
pie  as  to  the  Place  of  my  abode  ;  and  feveral  o- 
ther  Things  as  true  as  thefe. 

To  which  my  Anfwer  is,  That  there  is  no 
Perfon  that  knows  me,  but  will  acquit  me  of 
being  excefllve  either,  in  Eating  or  Drinking; 
neither  was  I  ever  charged  or  fufpe&ed  (till 
by  this  Gentleman,  who  puts  his  Name  to  no¬ 
thing,  nor  fee  ms  to  care  what  he  fays  of  Man, 
Woman,  or  Child)  to  be  incontinent  with  Wo¬ 
men,  or  to  have  to  do  with  any  [[but  my  Wife] 
in  all  my  Life-Lime. 

Then,  as  to  the  Fallacies  put  upon  poor  Peo¬ 
ple  as  to  the  Place  of  my  abode,  you  your 
felf  can  acquit  me  of  that  Calumny,  who  have 
been  pleafed  oftentimes  to  do  me  the  Honour 
(with  feveral  other  Honourable,  Reverend,  and 
Worthy  Ferfons)  to  come  to  Lincolns- Inn- Fields, 
whither  for  feveral  Weeks  1  repaired  five  Days 
in  the  Week,  where  I  laid  my  Hands  on  all 
that  came,  without  regard  of  Perfons,  that  Peo¬ 
ple  might  not  be  di (appointed  in  hunting  me 
up  and  down.  And  farther,  to  fhew  you  the 
Dif  ingenuity  of  this  Perfon,-  I  went  to  him,  who 
was  reported  the  Author  of  that  Pamphlet, 
with  Dr.  Whitchcot ,  and  Dr.  Cudworth ,  (my  ho¬ 
noured  Friends,  who  were  pleas’d  to  afford  me 
the  Favour  of  their  Company)  and  reafon’d 
with  the  Gentleman  about  feveral  Things  he 
charged  me  with  being  guilty  of  in  his  Book,  and 
defired  before  them,  to  know  whether  he  knew 
me,  that  he  gave  fuch  a  Character  of  me;  or 

whe- 
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whether  this  Praftice  of  his,  in  Slandering  of  a 
Stranger,  and  an  innocent  Perfon  for  ought  he 
knew,  were  according  to  the  Rule  of  the  Go- 
fpel,  or  that  of  Moral  Honefty  ?  And  alfo  I 
told  him;  that  his  carriage  in  this  Affair,  could 
not  but  fubje&  him  to  the  Cenfure  of  wife  Men, 
who  would  lie  inveighing  in  his  Clofct,  by- 
judging  and  condemning  what  he  knew  not,  and 
denying  the  Verity  of  what  was  obvious  to  all 
Perfons  that  had  the  Curiolity  of  Coming, 
whenas  he  might  purchafe  the  Knowledge  of 
Truth  by  an  occular  Teflimony,  in  repairing 
to  the  Houfe  which  I  frequented  in  Lincolns-Inn - 
fields ,  where  I  promifed  to  make  Way  for  him, 
and  to  accommodate  him  with  a  convenient 
Place,  that  afterwards  ("when  he  had  informed 
himfelf)  he  might  be  able  to  relate  the  Truth 
of  Things  to  others,  fince  he  had  fuch  an  itch¬ 
ing  delire  to  write :  At  length,  the  honell 
Gent,  promifed  that  he  would  come,  but  never 
did;  fearing  that  by  the  Glafs  of  Truth  there, 
he  might  difcover  the  Deformity  of  his  Car¬ 
riage,  and  be  forced  to  a  Recantation.  But  to 
proceed  further. 

In  Page  20.  he  ufeth  thefe  Words  :  He  tales 
nothing  m  Puhlick  himfelf \  hut  it  hath  cofl  fome 
good  round  Sums  of  Money  to  his  Followers,  who 
are  cbferved  to  he  noted  Projeclors ;  Jo.  Terrill 
Cent,  expending  100  /.  to  come  at  him\  James  Bi- 
rion  40/.  and  William  Fettyplace  60  L  &c.  To 
this  I  anfwer, 

That  he  fpeaks  Truth  in  faying  that  I  take 
nothing  in  Publick,  but  in  faying,  That  it  hath 
coft  fome  good  round  Sums  of  Money  to  his 
Followers,  who  are  obferved  to  be  noted  Pro¬ 
jectors,  he  fays  an  unhandfome  Untruth,  known 
to  many  Thoufands;  for  1  never  fuffered,  nor 
would  keep  any  Servant  that  1  knew  would 
take  a  Farthing  of  any  one  that  comes  to  me: 

B  2  Nor 


Nor  have  I  any  Follower,  but  a  fimple  Youth, 
whom  1  never  fullered  to  be  a  Door-keeper,  to 
avoid  fcandal.  And  as  for  Jo.  Terrill ,  J&,  Bi- 
riofiy  and  William  Fettyplace ,  (I  fay)  I  know  them 
not  by  their  Names,  nor  did  I  ever  hear  of 
them  but  in  his  Book,  who  is  their  Godfather 
I  believe. 

Then  in  the  fame  Page  he  faith,  I  borrow 
Money  of  my  Patients,  though  I  take  none;  in 
Anfwer  to  which,  I  call  the  God  of  Heaven  to  wit- 
nefs,  I  never  borrowed  fo  much  as  one  Far¬ 
thing  (to  the  belt  of  my  remembrance)  in  my 
Life,  nor  does  he  inftance  in  one,  nor  can  a- 
ny  Man  living. 

Then  in  the  fame  Page  you  may  further  ob~ 
ferve  how  like  a  Deceiver  he  fpeaks :  What  if 
it  be  proved  that  fuch  as  he  have  thofe  that  main¬ 
tain  them}  and  hire  them  Patients  .*  And  in  the 
21  Page  he  chargeth  me  in  thefe  Terms:  And 
the  dulleft  Nofe  may  fmell  the  Matter  when  h 
hsareth  this  Tradition  of  him  :  That  being  a  Mem¬ 
ber  of  an  Independent  Churchy  He  was  excommu¬ 
nicated  thence  for  pretending  to  the  Gift  of  Heaven , 
and  thereupon  his  Gift  left  him?  until  being  ab- 
folved ,  he  was  readmitted  at  once  to  his  Church* 
Privilege  and  his  pift.  To  which  I  anfwer, 

That  I  never  was  a  Member  of  an  Indepen¬ 
dent  Church  in  my  Life,  and  fo  could  not  be 
Excommunicated  by  them,  neither  do  I  acknow¬ 
ledge  any  fuch  Power  in  fuch  a  Church. 

But  palTing  by  many  of  his  Inve&ives,  which 
his  own  Confcience  (if  he  has  any)  cannot  but 
finite  him  for,  being  guilty  of  fo  many 
groundless  and  llmpie  Untruths,  1  come  to 
that  of  the  22  Page,  where  he  fays  :  That 
it  s  evident  that  this  whole  A  {fair  is  but  a  Che  at  , 
and  that  there  is  not  a  Many  Woman ,  or  Child9\ 
that  may  be  trufiedy  and  are  well  known ,  that  is 
the  better  for  him .  Which  Reproach,  you.r  Ho-i 
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Hour,  I  am  fure,  as  well  as  Thoufands  elfe,  knows 
to  be  otherwife^  and  therefore  1  think  it  need- 
lefs  to  fay  any  thing  more  to  this  particular, 
than  to  refer  the  Reader  to  the  undeniable  Te« 
ftimonials  following. 

Then  in  Page  23,  (on  which  fingle  Inftance 
this  Archited  builds  fo  large  a  Strudure)  he 
fays  \  1  launced  a  poor  Man  troubled  with  a  fore 
Knee ,  in  the  Charter- Houfey  and.  that  I  pinched 
the  poor  Man ,  and  the  Sore  G angrenedy  and  that  if 
it  had  not  been  for  the  worthy  Dohlor  Bevior, 
Phyfician  to  that  Houfey  and  Air .  Harrifon  the 
Chirurgeon,  there  had  been  Life  and  Limb  lofi  j 
and  that  when  I  heard  of  this ,  I  came  to  the 
Man ,  and  would  have  been  tampering  With  him , 
but  the  Man  would  not  endure  mey  charging  me 
with  his  Blood  if  he  had  died ,  and  wijhing  me  no 
more  to  delude  the  People •  To  which  I  make 
this  Anfwer  : 

That  true  it  is,  on  the  Requeft  of  a  poor 
Man  that  came  to  me  in  the  Charter- Houfey  I 
made  a  fmall  Incifion  a  iittle  above  the  Pan 
of  his  Knee  (as  I  take  it)  which  was  full  of 
fmall  concreted  Juices  like  Meafles }  and  it  may 
be,  as  it  is  ufual,  (where  there  is  any  Hu¬ 
mour)  that  the  Place  where  the  Orifice  was, 
did  fwell,  grow  red,  and  fiery,  as  it  mu&con- 
fequently  before  the  Tumour  comes  to  a  fnp- 
puration  (which,  in  laying  my  Hands  on  it, 
and  fpitting  thereon,  would,  as  it  is  ufual,  imme¬ 
diately  have  ceafed)  but  that  it  came  to  a 
Gangreen,  or  that  the  Dodor  or  Chirurgeon 
without  difieding  the  Limb  fo  affeded  cured 
him  afterwards,  carries  fo  great  an  improba¬ 
bility  in  it,  that  any  ingenious  Perfan  cannot 
but  abhor  his  Malice  and  Folly  herein ;  and 
whether  the  latter  Part  of  his  Charge  be  true, 
I  refer  you  to  the  Teftimony  of  Captain  Cref- 
fet  herein,  who  was  the  only  Perfon  prefen t 
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when  I  went  to  the  poor  Man :  which  I  here* 
with  fend  your  Honour*  writ  with  his  own 
Hand*  as  follows. 

Whereas  in  a  Pamphlet  lately  Printed ,  Entitu - 
led%  Wonders  no  Miracles,  the  Author  thereof , 
amongfl  other  his  Charges  againfl  Mr .  Valentine 
Greatrak’s,  layeth  to  his  Charge  the  Spoiling  of 
one  of  the  Officers  or  Servants  of  the  Charter - 
Houfe ,  and  the  endangering  of  his  Life ,  by  ma¬ 
king  fome  Incifion  in  his  Knee  or  Thigh ,  that  af¬ 
terwards  did  gangrene ,  and  had  like  to  have  cofl 
him  his  Life  j  and  further  faithy  that  when  the 
f  aid  Valentine  Greatrak’s  did  come  a  Jecond  time 
to  fee  him,  the  faid  hurt  Perfpn  would  not  let 
him  meddle  with  him,'  but  bid  him  go  away  and 
leave  off  fooling ,  and  charged  his  Life  or  Blood 
upon  him  if  he  fhould  die .  *  I  do  hereby  Certifies 
that  1  was  with  Mr.  Greatrak’s  when  he  went  to 
vifit  the  faid  P erf  on,  hearing  he  was  very  ill ,  and 
he  ufed  no  fuch  Words  or  Expreffions  but  when 
Mr.  Greatrak’s  told  him,  that  he  doubted  not  hut  to 
allay  the  Inflammation  with  his  Hand ,  the  faid  Per- 
fon  de fired  Mr.  Greatrak’s  to  excufe  him,  for  the 
JDotlor  and  Surgeon  had  been  with  him,  and  appli¬ 
ed,  Medicaments  unto  him,  and  he  durft  not  take 
them  off  for  fear  he  fhould  fo  far  incur  the  Dif- 
pleafure  of  the  faid  '  Doll  or  and  Chirurgeon,  as 
that  they  fhould  not  come  to  him  any  more ,  but 
thanked  him  for  his  kindnefs  :  In  Witnefs  where¬ 
of  I  have  hereunto  fet  my  Hand  this  5th  of  May, 

1 666. 

John  CrelTet 

Then  in  Page  25  he  ufes  thefe  Words:  But 
his  Jack-paddings  (/  mean)  his  Vouchers  and  Fa¬ 
miliar  s,  who  have  been  caught  in  fearful  Vn  truths 
about  him,  and  his  Acquaintance  with  Fryers , 
he  fpeaking  one  thing ,  and  they  another ,  he  fay ~ 


c  u  ) 

tng  he  had  not  heard  from  fuch  a  Man  ifi  eight 
Tearsy  and  one  of  his  followers  flawing  a  Letter 
he  had  in  eight  Days  from  him :  He  fhewing  how 
he  had  cured  one  with  a  Stroke ,  and  one  of  his 
Comrades  asking  the  Man  unawares  how  his  Filtj 
Glyfler ,  and  Plafier  wrought  lafl  Night •  My  an- 
fwer  to  this  is. 

That  he  is  the  jack-pudding  that  has  told 
fo  many  Fables,  which  are  fo  Senfelefs,  that  I 
will  fay  no  more  of  them,  nor  hinder  you  or 
the  Reader  with  making  further  Obje&ions, 
more  than  by  giving  an  Account  of  my  Life 
from  my  Birth  to  this  Inflant  •,  which  I  will 
do  (God  willing)  in  Sincerity  and  Faithfulnefs, 
knowing  that  God  would  be  offended  with 
me  fhould  I  be  guilty  of  fpeaking  or  publifh- 
ing  a  Faifhood,  and  the  World  would  quickly 
difcover  me. 

The  Reports  of  the  World,  as  well  as  the 
Author  of  the  Pamphlet,  touching  me,  and  that 
Talent  which  God  has  entrufted  me  (a  worth- 
lefs  Inftrument)  withal,  are  fo  various  and  fa¬ 
bulous,  that  1  conceive  my  felf  in  Confcience 
bound,  to  leave  a  Teftimony  of  Truth  behind 
me,  before  I  turn  my  Face  homewards }  and 
therefore  fhall  give  your  Honour  and  the 
World,  a  brief  and  true  Narrative  of  my  Self 
from  my  Birth  to  this  Inftant,  arid  thofe  won¬ 
derful  things  which  God  has  been  pleafed 
in  Mercy  to  effect  upon  feveral  Perfons  by  my 
Hand. 

I  was  Born  the  x  ^.th  Day  of  February ,  1628. 

I  was  the  Son  of  William  GreatraFs  of  j4jfaney 
in  the  County  of  Waterford ,  Efq°,  one  that  had 
a  liberal  Education,  and  competent  Eftate  left 
him  by  his  Father,  (who  was  known  to  be  a 
worthy  Perfon,  and  well  efteemed  in  his  Coun¬ 
try)  ,a  Man  lookt  upon  to  be  of  a  generdus 
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Spirit,  but  one  that  bad  a  Mind  above  his  For¬ 
tune.  My  Mother  was  the  Daughter  of  Sir 
Edward  Harris  Knight,  one  of  his  late  Ma- 
jetty’s  Juftices  of  the  King’s  Bench  in  the  King¬ 
dom  of  Ireland ,  who  had  the  Reputation  of  a 
learned  and  a  juft  Judges  and  this  I  dare  fay  of 
her,  (who  died  fome  few  Years  paft,  for  1 
do  but  juftice  to  her  Memory)  fhe  was  a  vi r tu¬ 
tu  ous  and  difcreet  Woman,  an  excellent  Neigh¬ 
bour,  and  a  moft  indulgent  and  provident  Pa¬ 
rent*,  file  took  Care  of  my  Education  (my  Fa¬ 
ther  dying  when  1  was  tender  in  Years)  which 
was  briefly  as  follows. 

Firfty  After  I  had  learn’d  to  read,  I  was  fent  to 
the  Free-School  of  Lifmore ,  (once  famous)  which 
was  ere&ed  by  the  Charity  of  your  Father,  the 
late  Earl  of  Cork ,  where  I  fpent  my  Time  till  I 
was  13  Years  of  Age,  and  had  made  fuch  a  Profi¬ 
ciency  in  Learning,  that  1  was  ^defigned  for  the 
Colledge  the  enfuing  Year,  but  prevented  there¬ 
in  by  the  late  Rebellion  in  Ireland ;  from  whence 
1  was  forced  with  my  Mother  and  feveral  other 
fmall  Children,  to  flie  for  P^efuge  hither  into  En- 
glandy  and  by  the  Charity  of  my  Uncle,  Mr.  Edm. 
Harris ,  were  relieved  and  provided  for,  and  had 
the  Principles  of  Religion  confirmed  in  me  by 
him,  who  was  a  Proteftant,  and  one  of  fo  fevere 
and  pious  a  Life, that  he  devoted  his  whole  Time  to 
the  Service  of  God,  and  the  Works  of  Charity: 
He  was  one  that  in  many  Years  before  his  Death, 
was  not  known  to  fpeak  an  idle  Word,  or  fpend 
a  vain  Hour  :  In  brief,  he  was  a  Saint  in  his  Life 
and  Converfatioo,  and  one  whofe  Memory  I  fhall  e- 
ver  reverence  and  love  *,  but  God,  in  Mercy  to  him, 
(who  though  in  the  World,  was  not  of  the  World) 
was  pleafed,  after  fome  few  Years,  to  take  him  to 
himfelf  out  of  this  troublefome  Life,  who,  before 
bis  Departure,  left  my  Mother  the  third  Part  of 
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his  Eftate,  and  me,  in  a  molt  folemn  manner,  his 
Prayers  and  Bkfling. 

After  his  Deceafe,  my  Mother,  who  had  a 
fpecial  Care  of  my  Education,  for  my  further 
Progrefs  in  Literature,  fent  me  to  a  learned 
and  reverend  Man,  John  Daniel  Getfeus ,  an  High- 
German  Minifter  of  Stock  Gabriel ,  in  the  Coun¬ 
ty  of  Devon:  where  I  fpent  Tome  Years  in 
ftudying  Humanity  and  Divinity,  and  found 
from  his  Hands  much  Favour  and  Love  j  for 
which  kindnefs,  I  pray  God  to  recompence  him 
and  his.  Afterwards  (fumpta  virili  Toga)  I  con- 
fidered  with  my  felf,  that  the  Fortune  which 
my  Mother  enjoyed  in  England,  was  very  foiall 
to  maintain  her  felf  and  fo  many  Children  as 
flie  had,  (who  grew  daily  more  expenfive  as  we 
grew  in  Years)  *,  and  thereupon  I  addrelfed  my 
felf  to  her,  refolving  to  lofe  my  Life  with  my 
Fortune  in  Ireland ,  or  regain  it,  who  gave  me 
her  BlefHng  and  Confent  *,  and  fo  after  fame 
five  or  fix  Years  Abfence,  I  returned  to  my 
native  Country,  which  at  that  time  was  in  a 
moll  miferable  and  deplorable  State,  as  you 
may  well  remember  *,  for  then  it  was  not  as 
formerly,  a  National  Quarrel,  Irijh  againft  En¬ 
glijh,  and  Proteftants  againft:  Papiftsj  but  there 
'were  high  and  ftrange  Diviflons  throughout  the 
Kingdom,  Englijh  againft:  Englijh ,  and  Irijh  a- 
gain ft  Irijh,  and  Proteftants  and  Papifts  joining 
Hands  ia  one  Province,  againft:  the  Proteftants 
I  of  another  :  which  differences  to  me  feemed  fo 
unnatural,  that  l  refolved  not  to  intermeddle 
therein,  till  the  Mift  of  Confulion  was  over,  and 
fo  for  Refuge  retired  my  felf  to  the  Caftle  of 
.Caperquin ,  where  \  fpent  a  Years  time  in  Con¬ 
templation,  and  faw  fo  much  of  the  Madnefs 
and  Wickednefs  of  the  World,  that  my  Life 
became  a  Burthen  to  me,  and  my  Soul  was  as 
weary  of  this  Habitation  of  Clay,  as  ever  the 
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Gaily* (lave  was  of  the  Oar,  which  brought  my 
Life  even  to  the  Threlhold  of  Death  ^  fo  that 
my  Legs  had  hardly  ftrength  to  carry  my  en¬ 
feebled  Body  about:  All  Company  feemed  irk- 
fome  and  diftafteful  to  me-,  fo  epidemically 
lewd,  blafpheiiious,  and  fottifti  were  many  be- 
come,  that  I  faw  the  many  and  great  Judg¬ 
ments  of  the  Lord  that  the  Kingdom  groaned 
under  had  not  reclaimed,  but*  Pharaoh- like, 
hardned  our  Egyptian  Hearts ,  which  caufed 
me  feldom,  during  that  time,  to  go  from  my 
Cell* 

In  the  Year  4 9,  (as  I  take  it)  fome  fmalj 
time  after  the  Rout  at  Dublin ,  Oliver  Cromwell , 
then  General  of  the  Army,  after  the  taking  of 
Tredagh,  lent  part  of  his  Army  into  Munfter , 
under  the  Conduft  of  Colonel  Robert  Phaire  J 
but  before  his  Landing  at  Tough  all,  Cork  and 
tcughall  had  revolted  from  their  Obedience  to 
their  General,  the  Earl  of  Inchequin ,  then  Lord 
Preildent  of  Munfter,  under  the  Command  of 
his  Majefty,  who  is  ever  to  be  honoured  by  ail 
Englijh,  for  the  eminent  and  faithful  Services 
done  to  the  Proteftants  in  the  beginning  of  the 
late  Rebellion  there:  So  that  all,  or  moft  of 
the  Engl i jh  ahd  Proteftants  joined  with  the  Paid 
Colonel  Phaire  againft  the  drift  and  Papifts, 
their  Interefts  as  well  as  Judgments  being  op- 
polite  •  fo  that  in  a  final!  time,  molt  of  the 
Towns  in  Munfter  were  reduced  to  Obedience, 
and  the  Command  of  the  Horfe  in  the  faid 
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Province  was  given  to  (that  Renowned  and 
Worthy  Perfbn)  your  Brother,  the  Earl  of  Or¬ 
rery,  in  whole  Regiment  I  was  made  a  Lieu¬ 
tenant  :  during  all  which  time,  which  was  fix 
Years,  I  will  boldly  fay,  I  never  fuffered  Quar¬ 
ter  to  be  broken,  nor  Violence  offered  to  any 
that  were  in  Protection  ^  nor  did  1  fuffer  any 
one  under  my  Command  to  opprefs  or  injure 

any 
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any  that  were  in  Quarter,  without  bringing 
them  to  condign  Punifhment:  nor  did  I  per¬ 
mit  any  Women  or  Children  to  be  killed,  tho’ 
out  of  Prote&ion,  where  I  had  a  Power  to  re- 
ftrain  the  Fury  of  the  Soldier.  In  the  Year  56, 
great  Part  of  the  Army  was  disbanded,  and  1 
among  the  reft,  and  then  I  betook  my  felf  to 
a  Country  Life,  and  lived  at  Affane,  the  Habi¬ 
tation  of  my  Anceftors,  where  I  have  continu¬ 
ed  ever  fince,  and  got  by  my  Induftry,  a  Live¬ 
lihood  out  of  the  Bowels  of  the  Earth,  and 
daily  employed  many  poor  People  to  work,  and 
Improved  that  little  Eftate  which  I  had  fo, 
that,  I  blefs  God,  I  lived  as  comfortably  as 
lie  that  had  Thoufands,  and  daily  relieved 
thofe  that  were  in  Want,  and  gave  my  Friends 
and  Strangers  a  hearty  Welcome  to  what  God, 
In  Mercy,  had  beftowed  upon  me,  who  never 
coveted  much,  nor  denyed  my  felf  and  ci¬ 
thers  the  Enjoyment  of  what  I  had.  But  by 
the  way  *, 

As  foon  as  I  was  retired  into  the  Country* 

1  was,  by  the  Kindnefs  and  •  Refpeft  of  the 
then  Govetnour,  made  Clerk  of  the  Peace  of 
the  County  of  Cork ,  and  Regifter  for  Tranf- 
plantation,  and  Juftice  of  the  Peace*  In  which 
Employment  1  ftudied  fo  to  acquit  my  felf  be¬ 
fore  God  and  Man,  in  finglenefs  and  integrity 
of  Heart,  that,  to  the  Comfort  of  my  Soul,  and 
praife  of  God  that  direfted  me,  1  can  with 
confidence  fay,  I  never  took  Bribe  nor  Reward 
from  any  Man,  though  I  have  had  many  and 
great  ones  offered  me  (when  I  was  Regifter  for 
Tranfplantation  :)  Nor  did  I  ever  connive  at,  or 
Buffer  a  Malefa&or  to  go  unpunifhed,  if  the  Per¬ 
son  were  guilty  of  any  notorious  Crime  (where 

2  had  a  Power:)  Nor  did  I  ever  take  the  Fee 
"belonging  to  my  Office,  if  I  found  the  Perfon 
"^ere  injured  or  in  Wants  Nor  did  I  ever 
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commit  any  one  for  his  Judgment  or  Conic!- 
ence  barely,  fo  it  led  him  not  to  do  any 
thing  to  the  Difturbance  of  the  Civil  Peace  of 
the  Nation :  Nor  did  I  take  any  thing  for  my 
Fee  when  he  was  difcharged  *,  for,  I  blefs  God* 
he  has  taken  away  a  perfecting  Spirit  from 
me,  who  would  perfwade  all  Men  to  be  Pro- 
teftants,  thofe  Principles  being  mo  ft  confonant 
to  Truth  and  the  Word  of  God,  in  my  Judg¬ 
ment,  and  that  ProfelTion  which  I  ever  have  been 
of,  and  Hill  am  :  But  Truth  it  is,  that  when 
I  was  Juftice  of  the  Peace,  I  endeavoured  to 
convert  as  many  Papifts  to  Proteftantifm  as  I 
could,  and  prevailed  with  many  Hundreds  to 
go  to  Church,  for  thefe  two  Reafons : 

1.  For  the  good  of  their  Souls,  who  lived 
in  Ignorance,  having  no  Priefts  in  thofe  Days, 
and  being  little  the  better  for  them  row*  (I 
conceive)  the  common  people  underftanding  lit¬ 
tle  Latin. 

2.  For  the  Prefervation  of  our  own  Bodies 
and  Eftates,  which  1  found,  by  fad  Experience, 
as  well  as  the  reft  of  the  poor  Proteftants  of 
Ireland,  could  never  be  feenre  whilft  fuch  dan¬ 
gerous  Principles  were  inftilled  into  them  as 
thefe  }  That  there  was  no  Faith  to  he  had  with 
Hercticks ,  and  fo  it  is  lawful  to  make  a  Prey  of 
our  Lives  and  Fortunes .  The  Papifts  may  deny 
that  this  is  one  of  their  Tenets,  but  I  am  ft  re 
it  was  the  Practice  of  my  Countrymen,  for  whom 
I  have  this  Charity,  That  if  they  were  not 
ftrangers  to  the  Word  of  God,  they  would 
not  have  run  into  fuch  violent  Courfes  as  they  did  : 
Yet  (though  there  were  Orders  from  the  Power 
that  then  was,  to  all  Juft  ices  of  the  Peace,  for 
Tranfplanting  all  Papifts  that  would  not  go  to 
Church,)  i  never  molefted  any  one  that  was 
known,  or  efteemed  to  be  innocent^  but  fuffer’d 
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them  to  continue  in  the  Englijh  Quarters,  and  that 
without  Prejudice  :  So  that  I  can  truly  fay,  I  ne¬ 
ver  injured  any  Man  for  his  Confcience,  conceiv¬ 
ing  that  ought  to  be  inform’d,  and  not  enforc’d. 
Befides  (Sir)  l  have  fo  far  obferved  the  immode¬ 
rate  Courfes  of  feveral  that  were  in  Power  and 
Authority  in  thofe  Days,  amongft  thofe  different 
Judgments,  who  have  had  their  feveral  turns  at 
the  Helm,  That  they  have  driven  Jehu  like,  when 
they  have  had  the  Reins  of  Authority  in  their 
Hands,  and  by  their  own  Fury  deftroyed 
themfelves  and  Interefts,  God  abhorring  the 
violent  and  crjuel-minded  Man,  who  would 
have  44nees  bow  to  his  Bagon ,  or  take 
occafion  either  to  cafhier  or  put  them  by  their 
Employments,  (as  was  the  ufual  Practice  of 
the  Army  there  in  thofe  Days,)  fo  that  Charity 
had  left  Religion,  which  too  too  many  made  a 
rneer  Defign  to  promote  their  Interefts  and  Facti¬ 
on  :  Thus  one  Faftion  deftroyed  another,  till  at 
length  they  all  lay  down  in  Sorrow,  and  he  that 
was  moft  violent  ftill  came  to  the  worft. 

Thus  far  I  have  given  you  a  brief  Account  how 
i  fpent  my  Time  before  I  laid  my  Hands  on  any 
and  now  I  (hall  proceed  to  let  you  know  how  I 
have  demeaned  my  felf  fince,  with  the  Circum- 
ftances  and  Caufes  that  moved  me  to  attempt  pra- 
dices  of  this  Nature,  for  which  I  have  been  judged 
and  condemned  by  many,  and  that  as  ignorantly 
as  malicioufly:  But,  blelfed  be  God,  I  have  dis¬ 
charged  a  good  Confcience,  in  not  burying  that 
Talent  which  God  fo  entrufted  me  withal,  and  his 
Mercy  has  ftiielded  me  from  their  Darts. 

About  four  Years  fince,  I  had  an  Impulfe,  or  a 
ft  range  Perfwafion  in  my  own  Mind,  (of  which  I 
am  notable  to  give  any  rational  Account  to  ano¬ 
ther)  which  did  very  frequently  fuggeft  to  me, that 
there  was  beftowed  on  me  the  Gift  of  Curing  the 
Kin z  Evil :  which,  for  the  extraordinarineis  of 
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it,  i  thought  fit  to  conceal  forfome  tinie  v  bat  at’ 
length  l  communicated  this  to  my  Wife,  and  told 
her.  That  I  did  verily  believe,  that  God  had  given 
me  the  Bleffing  of  Curing  the  King's-Evil  ;  for 
whether  I  were  in  private  or  public!,  fleeping  or 
waking,  ftill  1  had  the  fame  Impulfe  ;  but  her  re« 
ply  was  to  me,  That  fhe  conceived  this  was  a 
Arrange  Imagination  :  But  to  prove  the  contrary, 
a  few  Days  after,  there  was  one  William  Maher  of 
Salterhridge ,  in  the  Parifh  of  Lifmore ,  (a  Tenant  of 
your  Brother’s,  the  Right  Honourable  the  Earl  of 
Burlington  and  Cork)  that  brought  his  Son  Wil¬ 
liam  Maher  to  my  Hoiife,  defiring  my  Wife  to 
cure  him,  who  was  a  Perfon  ready  to  afford  her 
Charity  to  her  Neighbours,  according  to  her  final! 
skill  in  Chirurgefy ;  on  which  my  Wife  told  me, 
there  was  one  that  had  the  King7  s~  Evil  very  grie^ 
voufly  in  the  Eyes,  Cheek,  and  Throat  ;  where¬ 
upon  I  told  her,  that  file  fhould  now  fee  whether 
this  were  a  bare  Fancy  or  Imagination  as  fhe 
thought  it,  or  the  Didates  of  God’s  Spirit  on  my 
Heart;  and  thereupon  I  laid  my  Hands  on  the 
Places  afFeded,  and  prayed  to  God  for  Jefus  fake 
to  heal  him,  and  then  I  bid  the  Parent  two  or  three 
Days  afterwards  to  bring  the  Child  to  me  again, 
which  accordingly  he  did,  and  then  I  Taw  the 
Eye  was  almoft  quite  whole,  and  the  Node,  which 
was  almoft  as  big  as  a  Pullet’s  Egg,  was  fuppura- 
ted,  and  the  Throat  ftrangely  amended,  and  to  be 
brief  (to  God’s  Glory  I  fpeak  it)  wTithin  a  Month 
difcharged  it  fe If  quite,  and  was  perfediy  healed, 
and  fo  continues,  God  be  praifed. 

Then  there  came  one  Margaret  Mac-Jhane  of 
Ballinecly ,  of  the  Parifh  of  Lifmore ,  and  a  Tenant 
of  your  Brother’s,  the  Earl  of  Cork,  who  had  the 
Evil  feven  Years  and  upwards,  which  had  fpread 
it  felf  from  the  Bottom  of  her  Stomach  upwards.* 
all  over  to  her  Throat,  Neck,  and  Nofe,and  fo  all 
over  her  Back,  Shoulders,  and  Arm-pits,  fo  that 
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I  could  not  fee  one  Place  free  from  the  Evil, 
where  you  might  put  a  Sixpence,  and,  to  fpeak  the 
Truth,  (he  looked  fo  dreadfully,  and  flunk  fo  ex¬ 
ceedingly,  that  (he  would  have  affrighted  and  poy- 
foned  any  one  almoft  that  faw  or  came  near  her  ; 
whereupon  I  fpoke  to  one  Do&or  Anthony ,  (a  fa¬ 
mous  Phyfitian,  then  at  my  Houfe),  defiring  him 
to  take  commiferation  on  her  for  God’s  fake  :  His 
reply  was,  That  fhe  was  eaten  out  with  the  Evil, 
and  that  all  the  Men  in  Ireland  could  do  her  no 
good*,  whereupon  I  faid,  I  did  believe  that  there 
was  one  that  could  do  her  good,  and  cure  her*,  the 
Do&or  demanded  who  that  Man  was;  my  An- 
fwer  was,  That,  through  God’s  Blelfing,  I  could; 
but  he  flighted  the  Matter,  faying,  if  he  faw  that 
Perfon  cured,  he  would  not  queflion  but  I  might 
heal  all  Difeafes;  but  Ireplyed,!  was  not  of  his  Opi¬ 
nion  as  to  the  latter  part,  but  faid,  he  fhould  be 
convinced  of  the  former;  which  accordingly  fell 
out,  (God  be  praifed)  for  my  Eland  fuppurated 
the  Nodes,  and  drew  and  healed  the  Sores,  which 
formerly  I  could  not  have  endured  the  Sight  of, 
nor  fmell,  nor  touched  them  without  Vomiting; 
fo  great  an  averfion  had  I  naturally  to  all  Wounds 
and  Sores:  So  that  the  poor  Woman,  about  fix 
Weeks  afterwards,  came  perfectly  well  to  my 
Houfe,  (and  fo  continues)  where  Doftor  Anthony 
was  then  alfo,  to  fee  my  Wife,  and  gave  God 
Praife,  and  me  Thanks ;  who  carried  her  to 
Do&or  Anthony ,  and  told  him,  That  hence  he 
might  fee,  that  God  could,  and  did  great  Things, 
by  poor  and  worthlefs  fnflruments,  and  therefore 
he  fhould  not  limit  Him  for  the  future. 

After  this,  feveral  People  infeded  with  the  £- 
■nil  came  to  me  from  feveral  Counties,  and  I  ftro- 
ked  them,  and  defired  God,  out  of  his  abundant 
Mercy,  to  heal  them;  who  (bleffed  be  his  Name) 
heard  my  Prayer,  and  delivered  them  :  So  that 
fewer  none,  unlefs  thole  whofe  Bones  wereinfeft- 
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ed  and  eaten,  returned  without  their  Cure.  This 
Courfe  I  kept  for  three  Years,  not  meddling  with 
any  other  Diflempers^  about  which  Time,  the  Ague 
was  very  Epidemical,  whole  Families  being  itruck 
down  with  it  \  when  1  found,  as  formerly,  the 
fame  kind  oflmpulfe  within  rne,  fuggefting  that 
there  was  bellowed  upon  me  the  Gift  of  Curing 
the  Ague  :  This  alfo  I  told  to  my  Wife,  who 
could  not  be  perfwaded  to  it :  And  the  next  Day 
there  came  to  my  Houfea  Neighbour’s  Wife,  who 
lived  nigh  Tallow-  Bridge,  (a  Place  well  known  to 
yon)  by  Name,  Bateman,  the  Naylor’s  Wife  that 
is  there,  who  had  a  moil  violent  Ague,  on  whom  I 
laid  my  Hands,  and  defired  God  Almighty  to  cure 
her,  who,  in  Mercy,  heard  my  Prayer,  and  fo  the 
Ague  run  through  her,  and  Ihe  went  away  im¬ 
mediately,  perfe&ly  cured  of  her  Ague :  upon 
which  her  Husband  and  Children,  who  were  af¬ 
flicted  with  the  fame  Difeafe,  applied  themfelves 
to  me,  on  whom  I  laid  my  Hands  in  like  manner, 
with  the  fame  Succefs  ^  and  fo  many  more  came 
to  me  afterwards,  and  were  cured  by  God’s  great 
and  wonderful  Power  in  the  like  Nature. 

Within  fome  fmali  Time  after  this,  God  was 
pleafed,  by  the  fame,  or  the  like  Impulfe,  to  dif- 
coverunto  me,  That  he  had  given  me  the  Gift  of 
Healing  ;  which  the  Morning  following  1  told 
my  Brother  and  Wife,  but  neither  of  them 
could  be  prevailed  with  to  believe  it,  though  for 
my  own  Part,  I  had  a  full  Affurance  thereof  within 
me.  This  Impulfe  I  had  the  Sunday  after  Eafler- 
Day ,  the  id  of  April  6 5,  early  in  the  Morning, 
and  the  IVednefday  enfuing  1  went  to  Cornet 
Deans  (about  fome  Occasions  1  had  with  him)  to 
Li  [more,  where  there  came  into  his  Houfe  to  me 
a  poor  Man,  that  with  a  violent  Pain  in  his  Loins 
and  Flank  went  almoft  double,  and  had  alfo  a 
moil  grievous  ulcerous  Leg,  very  black,  wherein 
Were  five  Ulcers  \  who  defired  me,  for  God’s  fake, 
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that  I  would  lay  my  Hands  on  him*  and  do  him 
what  good  I  could.  [But,  by  the  Way,  take  no¬ 
tice,  That  as  God  gave  me  the  feveral  Gifts  from 
Time  to  Time,  he  always  fent  Patients  that  appli¬ 
ed  themfelves  to  me,  for  I  never  fought  after  any 
from  the  firft  Moment  to  this  very  inftant.] 
Whereupon  I  put  my  Hand  on  his  Loins  and 
Tlank,  and  immediately  run  the  Pains  out  of  him, 
fo  that  he  was  releafed,  and  could  Hand  upright 
without  the  leafl:  Trouble:  Then  1  put  my  Hand 
on  his  ulcerous  Leg,  (which  the  Chirurgeons ,  after 
they  had  Ihewed  all  their  Skill  on  him,  told  him 
it  was  perifhed  at  the  Bone,  and  fo  mull:  be  cut 
off,  but  that  he  wanted  3/.  to  give  one  of  them 
for  his  pains,  as  he  informed  me)  which  forthwith 
changed  colour,  and  became  red,  and  three  of  the 
five  Ulcers  clofed  up,  and  the  reft  within  a  few 
Hours  afterwards  *,  fo  that  he  went  out  well,  that 
could  hardly,  by  the  Help  of  his  Staff,  crawl  in, 
and,  within  two  Days  afterwards,  he  fell  to  his 
Labour,  (being  a  Mafonby  Trade)  and  fo  continu¬ 
ed  feveral  Months  afterwards,  to  my  knowledge, 
and  to  this  inftant  (for  ought  I  know).  The  Man 
was  a  Yorkshire  Man,  one  that  the  Right  Ho¬ 
nourable  the  Earl  of  Cork  brought  from  thence, 
and  employed  about  the  making  of  his  Park-Wail 
nigh  Lifmore .  This  and  the  former  Inftances  1  re¬ 
late  unto  you,  That  you  may  not  feek  far  for  the 
Confirmation  of  the  Truth,  if  you  or  others  fhould 
diftruft  my  Report. 

The  Tkurfday  following  I  went  to  fee  Colonel 
Phaire  at  Cabirmony ,  in  the  County  of  Cork ,  who, 
when  I  came,  told  me,  he  was  vexed  with  an  dgue\ 
my  Reply  was,  that,  through  God’s  Bleffing,  I 
could  cure  him  :  He  told  me  that  l  was  welcome, 
and  within  an  Hour  it  would  feize  him,  who 
thought  it  impoffible  for  him  to  live  two  fits 
more,  for  after  the  cold  ft,  his  hot  one  continued 
L  r  fourteen  Hours  in  that  extremity,  that  no  Fever 
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could  be  more  violent :  accordingly,  as  be  had 
faid,  his  cold  fitarrefted  him,  and  then  l  bid  him 
to  give  me  his  Hand*  which  he  did,  and  it  pleafed 
God,  that  from  that  Time  his  Fit  left  him,  fo  that 
he  had  it  no  more.  Then  there  came  feveral  Peo¬ 
ple  to  his  Houfe  troubled  with  feveral  Difeafes,  de¬ 
ft  ng  me,  for  God’s  fake,  to  cure  them,  (at  which 
Paffage  I  was  much  amazed,  not  having  told  him, 
nor  any  one,  but  my  Wife  and  Brother,  of  thelrn- 
pulfe  I  had,  which  was  but  the  Sunday  before,) 
feme  had  the  Agi te,  feveral  others  the  Falling  Sick- 
nefs ,  others  the  King's-Evil ,  one  the  Fever ,  feme 
Fains,  fome  Aches  and  Lamenefs,  on  whom  I 
put  my  Hands,  little  thinking  that  the  Pains 
would  skip  and  fly  from  place  to  place  till  they 
did  run  out,  but  that  the  Perfons  might  be  cu¬ 
red  without  any  inch  Motion,  by  the  laying  on  of 
my  Hands}  and  feveral,  nay,  m  oft  of  all  Difeafes, 
were  immediately  cured,  and  thofe  that  came  ex¬ 
ceeding  Lame,  and  fo  had  continued  for  many 
Years,  (by  their  own  Reports  and  others)  went 
well  home,  rejoicing  and  praifing  God  :  At 
which  extraordinary  Appearance  of  God,  the  Lord 
knows,  my  Soul  was  wrapt  up  with  Wonder  and 
Amazement,  and  my  Heart  filled  with  Praifes 
and  Thankfgivings  to  the  Almighty  and  moft  mer¬ 
ciful  Lord  God, to  whom  be  the  Glory,  Power,  and 
Praife  for  evermore  a feri bed  :  And  certainly  my 
Heart  melted  into  Tears,  and  has  often  fince,  with 
this  Conilderation,  That  the  Holy  One  of  Jfrael , 
among  fo  many  Millions  of  Men  more  pious, 
snore  wife,  and  more  learned,  fhould  make  choice 
and  ufeof  fo  poor,  fo  vile,  and  fo  contemptible  a 
Wretch  as  lam,  to  be  fo  peculiar  an  Infirm ment 
m  his  Hand,  of  fhewiug  Mercy  and  Deliverance  to 
afflicted  poor  Creatures  :  Thus  much  1  can  fay,  it 
Was  for  no  Worth  or  SanHity  of  mine,  for  I  ac¬ 
knowledge  mine  Iniquities,  and  my  Sins  are  not 
hid  from  me,  and  confefs  it  is  thy  Mercy  in  jefus, 
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my  blefied  Saviour,  that  I  have  not  been  con  fu¬ 
med  long  fince,  but  preferved  to  this  Moment,  to 
the  Praifesand  Glory  of  thy  Name,  to  whom  my 
Soul  doth  offer  up  daily  (as  is  molt  juft  and  due) 
new  Songs  ot  Mercy  and  Deliverance  on  niy  own 
Account,  and  others  to  whom  thou  extended  thy 
bountiful  Favours. 

Thefe  Confiderations,  Sir,  tranfport  me,  carry¬ 
ing  me  from  the  Relation  of  what  has  been  done 
by  the  Inftrument,to  the  Commemoration  and  Ad¬ 
miration  of  the  firft  and  principal  Agent,  Jeho¬ 
vah:  But  I  know  this  Digreflion  will  not  feem 
harfh  in  your  Ears,  whofe  Heart,  like  a  well-tu¬ 
ned  Inftrument,  is  fh'ung  with  Prayer  and  Praifesj 
and  therefore  I  will  take  yet  a  further  Latitude  be¬ 
fore  I  return  to  the  Narrative  Part  of  my  Difcourfe, 
as  to  Matter  of  Faff,  by  anfwering  Lome  few  Queries 
or  Objections,  which  1  have  often  heard  from -ma¬ 
ny,  which  may  not  feem  impertinent  to  be  placed 
here,  that  it  may  prove  a  Bridle  to  their  Tongues 
for  the  future.  The  fir  ft  Query  is, 

What  need  had  God  to  cure  Difeafes  in  this 
Age  of  the  World  by  any  extraordinary  Means, 
when  as  there  is  no  new  Do&rine  to  be  expefted, 
or  promulgated?  and  many  the  like  fond  and 
confident  A flertions  tending  to  this  purpofe.  To 
which  I  anfwer. 

Fir  ft  7  They  are  not  of  God  Almighty's  Privy 
Council,  neither  have  they  fo  much  Reafon  or 
Religion,  as  Confidence*,  tor  if  they  had,  they 
would  be  more  fober,  and  lets  prefumptuous  than 
to  interrogate  what  his  Mind  or  Will  is,  in  do¬ 
ing  what  they  fee  (de  facto )  done^  and  fo  rather 
with  humble  Thoughts  admire  and  praife  him, 
whofe  Mercy  endureth  for  ever,  than  expoftulate 
the  Caufe  of  things,  why,  and  wherefore  he  has 
done  it,  or  made  ufe  of  fuch  laftruments  *,  as 
one  queried  of  me  at  a  great  Man’s  Table,  and 
would  have  Reafon  wherefore  God  did  make 
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choice  of  me  fooner  than  another,  to  do  things  in 
an  extraordinary  manner,  or  what  it  was  he  faW 
in  me  more  than  another  Man,  and  many  fuch 
Queftions  \  my  Reply  was  a  Smile,  which  was 
the  belt  i  could  ufe  in  anfwering  fuch  fond  Enqui- 
rers.  But  by  the  way,  Sir, 

Give  me  leave  toprefuppofe  two  or  three  Rea- 
fons  why,  or  wherefore  God  dhould  now  cure  Dif- 
eafes  in  an  extraordinary  Manner.  The  firft  is, 
to  convince  this  Age  of  Atbeifm,  which  (I  am  for- 
ry  to  fay  it)  many  of  our  pretended  Wits,  1  fear, 
are  fallen  into,  who  make  it  their  Pa  ft  i  me  to  de¬ 
ride  at  jefus  and  Chriftianitv  ;  who  cannot  yet 
but  believe  Jefus  to  be  God,  when  they  fee 
Pains  and  Difeafes  to  vanifh,  and  Evil-Spirits 
fiie  his  Power  *,  as  1  have  good  Caufe  to  believe 
the  Falling' licknefs,  and  other  Diftempers  I  have 
met  withal,  fometimes  to  be,  which  I  intend  up* 
on  another  Gccafion  to  prove,  by  fuch  Reafons 
drawn  from  my  own  Experience,  as  may  convince 
any  Man  that  is  but  a  curious  Obferver,  and 
trufts  not  the  Writings  of  Men  that  fpeak 
but  their  Thoughts  in  Cafes  of  this  Nature, 
more  than  his  own  Eyes,  or  the  Eyes  of  faith¬ 
ful  Witneffes.  Next,  the  Goodnefs  of  God,  out 
pf  Companion  to  poor  dillreffed  Man,  may  make 
ufe  of  never  fo  worthlefs  an  Inftrument,  to  mag- 
mfie  his  own  Mercy  and  Power,  as  he  did  of 
a  brazen  Serpent  in  the  Wildernefs,  that  the 
Glory  and  Praife  of  all,  may  be  folely  afcribed 
unto  him,  who  by  a  little  Duft  and  Clay  can 
cure,  and  caufe  Difeafes  to  run  through  Men, 
which  no  Phy ftck  could  move.  Next,  God  may, 
to  abate  the  Pride  of  the  Papifts,  (that  make  Mira¬ 
cles  the  undeniable  Manifefto  of  the  Truth  of 
their  Church)  make  ufe  of  a  Proteflant  to  do 
fuch  ftrange  things  in  the  Face  of  the  Sun, 
which  they  pretend  to  do  in  Cells.  There  may 
alfo  other  Reafons  be  given,  and  fuch  as  may 
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fend  to  God’s  Glory  \  but  I  fhall  decline  men- 
tioning  of  them,  left  I  fall  under  the  Lalh  of 
unmerciful  Pens,  and  the  Ccnfure  of  Criticks, 
knowing  that  Truth  it  felf  is  fometimes  bet¬ 
ter  concealed  than  publifhed. 

In  the  next  Place,  many  demand  of  me,  Why 
fome  are  cured,  and  not  allj  and  if  this  work 
were  of  God,  all  would  be  cured  ?  To  which 
Queftion  I  make  this  Anfwer^  That  God  may 
pleafe  to  make  ufe  of  fuch  Means  by  me,  as 
fhall  operate  according  to  the  Difpofition  of  the 
Patient-,  and  therefore  cannot  be  expected  to 
be  like  effe&ual  in  all.  They  alfo  demand  fur¬ 
ther,  Why  fome  are  cured  at  once  coming,  and 
not  all?  and  why  the  Pains  fhould  fiie  imme¬ 
diately  out  of  fome,  and  take  fuch  Ambages  la 
others?  and  why  it  fhould  go  out  of  fome  at 
their  Eyes,  fome  at  their  Fingers,  fome  at  their 
Toes,  fome  at  their  Nofes,  others,  at  their  Ears 
or  Mouths?  To  which,  1  fay  *,  if  all  thefe things 
could  have  a  plain  and  rational  Account  given  of 
them,  then  would  there  be  no  reafon  to  account 
them  ftrange. 

'  Let  them  but  tell  me  what  Subftance  that 
is  which  removes  and  goes  out  with  fo  great 
Expedition,  and  it  will  be  more  eafie  to  refoive 
their  Queftions;  but  till  then,  let  them  be  fi- 
lent,  and  admire  the  Works  of  God,  whole 
Ways  are  paft  finding  out,  and  whofe  Majefty  is 
not  confined  to  Time,  Manner,  or  Meafure. 

Some  will  know  of  me,  why,  or  how  I  do 
purfue  fome  Pains  from  Place  to  Place,  till  I 
have  chafed  them  out  of  the  Body,  by  laying 
my  Hands  on  the  outfide  of  the  Cloaths  only, 
fas  is  ufual)  and  not  all  Pains.  To  which  I  an- 
fwer }  that  I  and  others  have,  by  frequent  Ex¬ 
perience,  been  abundantly  fatisfied  that  it  is  fo, 
though  l  am  not  able  to  give  a  Reafon  why  it 
fhould  be  fo  *,  although  1  am  apt  to  believe, 
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there  are  fome  Pains  which  afflict  Men  after  the 
manner  of  Evil-Spirits*  which  kind  of  Pains 
cannot  endure  my  Hand,  nay,  not  my  Glove, 
but  fiie  immediately,  though  6  or  8  Coats  and 
Cloaks  be  put  betwixt  the  Party’s  Body  and 
my  Hand ;  as  at  York  houfe ,  the  Lady  Rana- 
laghs ,  and  divers  other  places  iince  I  came  to 
London,  (where  many  wife  and  learned  Men  have 
been  prefent,  as  well  as  frequently  in  Ireland) 
has  been  manifefted. 

Sir,  I  hope  you  will  pardon  me,  when  I  re¬ 
late  to  you  my  own  Obfervations,  and  what  my 
Experience  inclines  me  to  believe,  in  faying 
that  1  have  met  with  feverai  iaftances  which 
feemed  to  me  to  be  Pofieffions  by  dumb  De¬ 
vils,  deaf  Devils,  and  talking  Devils;  and  that 
to  my  Apprehenfion,  and  others  prefent,  feverai 
Evil  Spirits, one  after  the  other,  have  been  pur- 
fued  out  of  a  Woman,  and  every  one  of  them 
have  been  like  to  choke  her  ('when  it  came  up 
to  her  Throat)  before  it  went  forth  ;  and  when 
the  laft  was  gone,  fhe  was  perfe&ly  well,  and 
fo  continued.  There  have  been  others  that  have 
fal’n  down  immediately  as  foon  as  they  have 
Den  me,  which  the  Mayor  of  1 Vorcefter ,  Colonel 
Birch,  Major  Wylde,  and  many  Hundreds,  both 
at  Worcefter ,  and  here,  and  other  Places,  were 
Eye-witnefles  of;  many,  when  they  have  but 
heard  my  Voice,  have  been  tormented  in  fo 
ftrange  a  manner,  that  no  one  that  has  been 
prefent  could  conceive  it  lefs  than  a  Polfelfion; 
as  1  will  inftance  in  one  at  York-Houfe ,  (where 
Sir  John  Hinton ,  Colonel  Talbot,  and  many  others 
were  prefent)  who  had  fomewhat  within  her 
which  would  fweli  her  Body  to  that  exceffive 
Degree  on  a  fudden,  as  if  it  would  burfb  her  ; 
and  then  as  foon  as  I  put  my  Hand  on  that 
Part  of  her  Body  where  it  did  rife  up,  it  would 
fly  up  to  her  Throat  (or  fome  other  Place),  and 
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then  i£  would  caufe  her  Neck  to  fwell  half  fo 
big  again,  and  then  almoft  choak  her,  then 
blind  her,  and  make  her  dumb  and  foam,  and 
fometimes  fly  into  her  Hand,  and  fo  contract 
and  fallen  it,  that  neither  Sir  John  Hinton ,  or  a- 
ny  elfe  that  did  try,  (as  there  were  many)  could 
with  all  their  Strength  open  one  Finger  of  her 
Hand*,  nor  would  it  fly  his  Hand  in  the  leaft, 
nor  any  other  Perfons  there,  till  I  put  my  Hand 
on  it,  or  my  Glove  *,  nay,  I  oftentimes  brought 
it  up  into  her  Tongue  (by  running  my  Hand  on 
her  Body,  on  the  outlide  of  her  Cloaths,  up  to 
her  Throat)  which  it  has  fwoln  in  an  inftant 
nigh  as  big  again,  and  has  been  feen  plainly  to 
play  from  place  to  place,  and  at  length,  with 
great  Violence  of  Belching,  (which  did  almoft 
choak  her,  and  force  her  Eyes  to  flare  out  of 
her  Head)  it  went  forth,  and  fo  the  Woman 
went  away  well.  Whether  this  were  a  natural 
Diflemper,  let  nny  one  judge  that  is  either  a 
Divine,  a  Philofopher,  or  a  Phylician.  I  could  in- 
flance  you  in  forty  as  ftrange  or  flranger  }  but 
1  will  go  no  further  than  London ,  and  places  ad¬ 
joining,  for  Inftances  of  this  Nature. 

Now,  Sir,  another  Queftion  hereon  will  arife, 
(which  1  have  oftentimes  heard  from  others,) 
before  I  proceed  ^  and  that  is,  Whether  this 
Operation  of  my  Hand  proceeds  from  the  Tem¬ 
perature  of  my  Body,  or  from  a  divine  Gift, 
or  from  both?  To  which  I  fay.  That  I  have 
Reafon  to  believe  that  there  is  fomething  in  it 
of  an  extraordinary  Gift  of  God :  The  Rea- 
Tons  and  Arguments  which  incline  me  to  this 
Belief  are,  That  1  am  very  fenfible  of  the  par¬ 
ticular  Time  when  this  Gilt  was  firft  bellowed 
on  me,  before  which  Time  I  had  it  not:,  be- 
caufe,  having  my  felf  for  feveral  Years  toge¬ 
ther  been  moll  violently  troubled  with  the  Head- 
ach,  though  1  have  put  my  Hand  a  thoufarid 
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times  to  my  Head,  and  held  it,  it  would  nei¬ 
ther  remove  nor  run  out  the  Painj  but  iince 
God  gave  my  Hand  this  Gift,  I  have  no  to  on¬ 
er  put  it  on  my  Head  where  it  was  troubled, 
but  I  have  removed  and  run  it  out.  I  have  al- 
fo  oftentimes  held  my  Friends  Heads  formerly, 
when  they  have  been  in  violent  Pains  with  the 
Head-ach*,  but  I  never  could  hear  them  fay  their 
Pain  removed  or  ceafed,  which  now  immedi¬ 
ately  it  does  in  very  many.  What  the  natural 
Efficacy  of  Effluvia’s  may  be,  I  leave  others  to 
judge  \  and  I  fuppole  no  Man  will  queftion  but 
that  an  extraordinary  Gift  may  be  exercifed  by 
natural  Means,  or  that  God  may  confer  in  an 
extraordinary  Manner  fuch  a  Temper  of  Body 
upon  a  Perfon,  as  may,  by  a  natural  Efficacy, 
produce  thefe  Effeds  :  Only,  by  the  way,  l  fliall 
fuggeft  to  you  an  Experiment  made  at  the  Houfe 
of  that  excellent  Perfon  your  Siller,  the  Lady 
JRanalagW s,  where  I  tried  (to  fatisfie  the  Curio- 
lity  of  fome  there)  with  a  Napkin  which  I  rub¬ 
bed  my  Breall  withal,  and  with  my  Shirt  which 
I  had  pulled  off,  being  very  hot,  whether  that 
would  remove  the  Pains  of  a  Woman  which  was 
in  ftrange  Fits  there,  (as  my  Glove,  being  tried^ 
did  oftentimes)  and  it  would  not. 

1  could  ufe  many  more  Inllances,  and  aofwer 
feveral  other  Objedions  *,  but  I  think  that  will 
be  more  proper  hereafter  and  therefore  I  fhall 
now  return  again  to  matter  of  Fad,  by  letting 
you  know,  that  great  Multitudes  from  divers 
Places  retorted  to  me,  fo  that  I  could  have  no' 
Time  to  follow  my  own  Occafions,  nor  enjoy 
the  Company  of  ray  Family  and  Friends: 
Whereupon  I  fet  three  Days  in  the  Week  apart 
(from  fix  in  the  Morning,  till  fix  at  Night)  to 
lay  my  Hands  on  all  that  came,  and  fo  conti¬ 
nued  for  fome  Months  at  Home  :  But  the  Mul¬ 
titudes  which  came  daily  were  fo  great,  that 
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the  neighbouring  Towns  were  not  able  to  ac¬ 
commodate  them  *,  whereon,  for  the  Good  of 
others,  I  left  my  Home,  and  went  to  Tough  ally 
where  great  Multitudes  reforted  to  me,  not  on¬ 
ly  of  the  Inhabitants,  but  alfo  out  of  England  % 
fo  that  the  Magiftrates  of  the  Town  told  me, 
that  they  were  afraid  that  fome  of  the  lick  Peo¬ 
ple  that  came  to  me  out  of  England  might  bring 
the  Infedion  into  the  Place  :  whereon  I  retired 
again  to  my  Houfe  at  Jffane^  where  (as  at 
TougbaR )  1  obferved  three  Days,  by  laying  my 
Hands  on  all  that  came,  whatsoever  the  Difea- 
fes  were  (and  many  were  cured,  and  many 
were  not) }  fo  that  my  Stable,  Barn,  and  Malt- 
houfe,  were  filled  with  lick  People  of  all  Dif- 
eafes  almoffc  \  yet  fo  great  was  the  Providence 
of  God,  that  I  do  not  remember  that  in  all 
that  Time  any  one  of  my  Family  (though  I 
touched  them  in  my  Houfe)  was  ever  infeded 
by  them  *,  neither  did  any  of  them,  though 
they  herded  altogether,  in  fed  one  the  other.  But 
this  by  the  Way. 

The  Dean  of  Lifmore,  (my  Reverend  and  Wor¬ 
thy  Friend)  by  Orders  from  the  Bifhop  and 
Clergy,  hearing  of  Cures  done  in  an  extraor¬ 
dinary  manner,  cited  me  to  appear  at  the  Court 
of  Lifmore ,  to  which  Citation  I  gave  Obedi¬ 
ence,  and  accordingly  appeared,  defiring  to  know 
what  they  had  to  lay  to  my  Charge*,  the  An- 
fwer  of  the  Court  was,  that  they  heard  I  had 
effeded  Cures  in  an  extraordinary  manner,  and 
therefore  defired  to  know  whether  the  Report 
were  true  or  no:  To  which  I  anfwered,  That 
that  Doubt  might  eafily  be  fatisfied,  by  coming 
one  Day  to  my  Houfe,  where  they  might  have 
an  occular  Teftimony  of  Truth  in  that  parti¬ 
cular,  or  that  they  might  fatisfie  themfelves  by 
feveral  that  were  without  the  Court,  that,  thro5 
God’s  Bleffing,  were  reftored,  by  laying  my  Hands 
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on  them,  from  feveral  Infirmities  and  Difeafd 
Which  they  formerly  laboured  under  :  On  which 
the  Judge  of  the  Court  caufed  the  Recorder  to 
enter  wrhat  I  had  faid,  and  took  for  granted 
that  People  were  cured  in  an  extraordinary 
Way :  Then  the  Judge  asked  me.  Where  is 
your  Licence  for  pradtifing,  as  all  Phyficians 
and  Chirurgedns  ought  to  have,  from  the  Or¬ 
dinary  of  the  Diocefs  ?  My  Anfwer  was,  that 
1  knew  no  Reafon  1  had  to  take  a  Licence, 
lince  1  took  no  Reward  from  any  one.*,  and  that 
1  knew  no  Law  of  the  Nation,  which  prohibi¬ 
ted  any  Perfon  from  doing  what  Good  he  could 
to  his  Neighbours;  yet  notwithftanding  becaufe 
1  had  no  Licence  (neither  would  I  take  any, 
not  expe&ing  any  Advantage  by  what  i  did,)  I 
was  prohibited  from  laying  my  Hands  on  any 
for  the  future:  Which  Order  I  obferved  for 
two  Days  ;  but  going  to  the  Town  of  Copoqueen , 
where  there  were  many  poor  People,  that  came 
out  of  England  to  me  for  feveral  Diftempers 
which  they  laboured  under,  and  amongft  the 
ref!:,  two  that  had  the  Falling-Sicknefs ,  who 
no  fooner  faw  me,  but  they  fell  into  their  Fits 
immediately,  which  caufed  fo  great  Cornpaffiori 
in  me,  that  1  could  not,  nor  durft  not  deny 
them  my  Help;  whereupon  l  put  my  Hands 
on  them,  and,  by  the  Power  of  God,  reftor’d 
them  to  their  Senfes  forthwith,  and  purfu’d 
their  Pains  from  Place  to  Place,  till  they  went 
out  of  them  ;  after  that,  I  fell  to  my  former 
Practice,  and  obferved  the  three  Days  which  I 
formerly  fet  apart ;  whereupon  the  Lord  Bifhop 
of  the  Diocefs  fent  for  me,  and  told  me,  that 
he  required  me  to  lay  my  Hands  on  no  more 
within  his  Diocefs:  Rut  1  anfvvered  his  Lord- 
fhi.p,  that  1  conceived  that  L  tranfgrefted  no 
Law  of  God  or  Man  in  doing  the  Works  of 
Charity,  and  therefore  1  thought  my  fdf  obiL 
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ged  thereby  not  to  deny  any  Man  my  Help 
(whillt  God  enabled  me  to  do  good)  that  came 
to  me:  And  fo  I  parted  with  his  Lord  (hip* 
and  returned  to  my  own  Houfe,  where  I  per* 
fevered  in  my  former  Practice  both  at  Home, 
Dublin,  and  elfewhere,  wherefoever  my  Occafi- 
ons  called  me,  till  at  length,  about  January  la  ft, 
at  the  Requefi:  of  the  Right  Honourable  the 
Earl  of  Orrery ,  1  was  perfwaded  to  come  over 
into  England ,  to  the  Right  Honourable  the  Vif- 
countefs  Conway,  who,  for  many  Years,  had  la¬ 
boured  under  a  moft  violent  Head-ach,  (which 
many  of  the  ableft  Phyficians  in  England  and 
France  had  unfuccefsfully  attempted  the  Cure 
of.)  And  fo  did  accordingly,  refolving  to  land 
by  King* Road  nigh  Bnflol ,  and  fo  go  to  the  Ha¬ 
bitation  of  my  Lord  Conway  in  JVarmciJhire  con¬ 
cealed  }  but  the  Wind  falling  fhort,  we  were 
forced  into  Mine-head ,  where  I  was  fo  well 
known  by  feveral  Patients  that  had  been  with 
me  in  Ireland ,  that  I  could  not  conceal  my  felf  -7 
and  fo  was  by  the  Country  (as  I  went)  refort* 
ed  to  from  place  to  place  till  I  came  to  Rag- 
ley ,  the  Refidence  of  the  Right  Honourable  and 
in  oft  worthy  Perfon,  my  Lord  Vifcount  Conway , 
%o  whom  lam  for  ever  endeared  and  obliged,  for 
his  Lordlhip’s  extraordinary  Favour  and  Refpedt, 
(notwithflanding  I  could  not  remove  or  abate  his 
Lady’s  Pain  in  the  leaft which  Kindnefs  of 
his,  I  befeech  God  to  return  to  him  a  thoufand 
told  :  But  finding  her  Ladyfhip's  Pain  incu¬ 
rable  by  me,  I  refolved  fpeedily  to  return  home  \ 
but  at  the  Entreaty  of  my  Lord  Conway ,  I  re¬ 
mained  with  his  Honour  at  Ragley  three  Weeks 
or  a  Month,  where  many  Hundreds  daily  came 
to  me  from  divers  Counties,  and  many  were 
cured  of  their  Difeafes  and  Diftempers,  and  ma¬ 
ny  were  not :  from  thence,  at  the  Entreaty  of 
the  Mayer  and  Aldermen  of  the  City  of  Wor- 
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cefler,  1  went  thither  (where  I  met  with  feve- 
rat  high  Diftempers  and  Difeafes,  many  where¬ 
of,  1  biefs  God,  were  cured,)  refolving  to  ftay 
four  or  five  Days  with  them  *  but  in  the  Inte¬ 
rim,  1  received  an  Order  from  the  Lord  Ar¬ 
lington,  by  Command  of  his  Majefty,  to  come 
to  White- Hall,  which  I  forthwith  obferved,  (be¬ 
ing  glad  to  be  freed  from  fo  great  Crouds  as 
were  at  \forcefter ,  where  I  was  like  to  be  bruit¬ 
ed  to  Death,)  refolving  within  three  or  four 
Days  to  return  to  my  Lord  Conway's  again",  but 
by  the  Entreaties  of  Juftice  Godfrey  and  others, 
my  honoured  and  worthy  Friend,  I  was  per- 
fwaded  to  ftay  in  thefe  Farts,  daily  doing  what 
Good  the  Lord  enabled  me,  till  1  met  with 
your  Honour,  whofe  judgment  and  Wifdom 
was  fo  great,  that  you  would  not  credit  or 
dilhruft  Matters  of  Fad  on  bare  Report,  and 
were  therefore  pl'eafed  feveral  Times,  at  the 
Place  where  I  ufed  to  be  in  Lincolns* Inn  fields^ 
(and  e [few here)  to  be  an  Eye-witnefs  of  what 
was  done,  and  to  bring  feveral  other  learned 
and  worthy  perfons  with  you,  that  they  might 
alfo  bear  Teftimony  to  the  Truth  of  what  ap¬ 
peared,  and  to  encourage  me  to  give  this  Ac¬ 
count  to  the  World,  and  to  take  Teftimonials 
of  fudi  remarkable  Cures  as  I  could  remember 
were  done  h nee  I  came  to  London ,  and  in  the 
Prefence  of  Men  of  Note  :  which  Circumftance 
I  therefore  mention  to  you,  that  it  may  not  be 
imagined  chat  this  is  an  Account  of  all  the  Di¬ 
ftempers  I  have  been  inftru mental  in  Curing, 
iince  I  have  emitted  all  thofe  at  which  it  did 
not  happen  that  eminent  Perfons  were  prefent, 
and  willing  to  atteft  them  ^  and  all  thole  other 
Cures  which  had  been  already  performed  in  fe¬ 
veral  other  Places,  divers  of  which  were  fo  ex¬ 
traordinary,  that  if  it  be  ddlr5d,  I  may  here¬ 
after  give  you  an  Account  of  them  apart: 

Which 
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Which  Teftimonials  I  herewith  prefenfc  unto 
you,  (but  what  was  done  before  your  coming  to 
London,  I  can  give  little  Account  of,  it  not  be¬ 
ing  my  Guftom  to  ask  any  Man’s  Name,  or 
the  Place  from  whence  he  came,  or  whither 
he  goes,  till  within  this  Month  or  five  Weeks,) 
by  which  the  Matter  of  Fad  (I  hope)  will  be 
fo  clear  in  it  felf,  that  I  need  not  ufe  any  fur¬ 
ther  Arguments  to  gain  Belief  in  the  Reader; 
I  fhall  not  here  make  ufe  of  any  Cure  done 
elfe-where,  or  of  any  common  or  trivial  one, 
or  of  more  than  what  1  conceive  will  be  fuf- 
ficient  to  evidence  Truth,  to  God’s  Glory,  and 
the  Satisfadion  of  all  good  Men  :  and  when 
this  is  done  (God  willing)  1  will  retire  to  my 
own  Home  and  Family.  Now  whether  1  have 
done  my  Duty  as  a  Chriftian,  in  employing  that 
Talent  which  God  had  entrufted  me  withal,  to 
the  good  of  People  diftrefled  and  afilided,  or 
no,  judge  you,  and  every  good  Man.  Thus  far 
I  appeal  to  the  World,  whether  1  have  taken 
Rewards,  deluded,  or  deceived  any  Man  ;  and 
whether  1  have  not  made  it  my  conftant  Pra- 
dice,  when  any  came  that  I  judged  was  incura¬ 
ble,  to  defire  them  to  repair  to  their  own  home, 
and  not  pat  themfelves  to  further  Expence  and 
Trouble:  God  (to  whom  I  appeal,  defiring 

Him  ftill  to  fhield  me  with  his  Mercy,  and  to 
keep  me  humble  and  faithful)  knows  what  In¬ 
juries  and  Reproaches  I  have  fuffered,  what  La¬ 
bours  and  Dangers  1  have  undergone,  and  what 
Loffes  and  Croffes  I  have  fbftained  for  his 
Name’s  fake,  and  the  good  of  others.  All  that 
I  will  fay  is,  1  pray  God  forgive  my  Enemies, 
and  make  me  never  weary  of  Well-doing,  let 
the  World  judge  and  fay  what  they  pleafe, 
that  1  may  be  found  a  faithful  Steward  when 
I  ome  to  give  up  my  Taft  Account,  This  is  a 
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brief  and  faithful  Account  of  his  Life  and  Car¬ 
riage,  who,  though  he  have  not  now  Leifure 
and  Privacy  to  enlarge,  nor  to  anfwer  all  the 
Queries  you  made  me  in  the  Paper  you  put  a 
while  flnce  into  my  Hands,  may  yet  hereafter 
find  opportunity  to  give  you  fatisfadion  about 
thofe  of  them  that  are  not  already  in  this  Paper 
taken  notice  of  by, 


London ,  May 
8.  1 666. 


SIR, 

Tour  faithful  Honourer , 
and  Humble  Servant 


r 


Val.  Greatrak's. 
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TESTIMONIALS- 

April  26.  1 666.  Mr.  Boyle's,  Sir  IV.  Smith's 

Dr.  Denton's ,  and  Dr.  Faireciomgh's  Teftimony. 

N  N  E  Kelly ,  of  Shalin-gate,  in  the 
Panfh  of  Old  Windfor ,  21  Years 
old,  hath  had  the  Dead  Paliie 
14  Years  on  the  right  Side,  not 
able  to  go,  nor  to  lift  her  Hand 
to  her  Head :  She  was  firft 
touched  by  Mr.  Greatrak's  the  be¬ 
ginning  of  April  1 666,  who 
found  eafe  the  firft  Day  ihe  was  touched,  and  fo 
got  ftrength  more  and  more  every  Day  ^  and  now, 
being  the  26th  of  April  66.  fhe  goes  well  without 
help  of  any  Stick,  and  hath  very  good  Ufe  of  her 
right  Arm,  heretofore  ufelefs  ,  only  Ihe  goes  as  if 
her  right  Leg  were  fomewhat  fhorter  than  the  left. 

Examined  2 6  Apr, 

66.  by 


Mr. 


Robert  Boyle • 

XV.  Smith. 

Gul.  Denton ,  M»  D. 

7*>  Faireclough1  M.  D. 


Mr.  Boyle's,  Dr.  Denton’s,  and  Dr .  FaircclouglvS 

reft  imony . 

Ewis  Bonnivent,  aged  27  Years,  upon  a  Cold 
taken  after  Child-birth,  about  a  Month  before 


Michaelmas  laft,  fell  into  a  Lamenefs  in  her  Should¬ 
er,  Arms,  Knees,  and  Hands,  with  a  violent  Pain 
in  her  Stomach,  Headland  Ears:  Upon  the  firft 
Stroking  by  Mr.  Greatrak’s  (which  was  about  three 
Weeks  llnce)  fhe  could  lift  her  Hands  to  her  Head, 
which  ftie  could  not  do  before  \  upon  the  fecond 
Stroking,  fhe  recovered  her  Knees,  of  which  fhe  had 
no  ufe,  as  to  going,  before,  but  went  upon  all  four  ^ 
and  upon  the  third  Stroking, (which  was  incur 
Prefence)  fhe  could  go  without  locking  or  waving^ 
and  feels  her  felf  well  at  this  prefent. 

Examined  26  Apr*  Robert  Boyle . 

66,  By  GuL  Denton,  M.  D. 


Ja*  Faireclough ,  M*  D 


Mr.  Boyle’s,  Sir  William  Smith’s ,  Dr.  Denton  and 
Dr.  Fair ec lough’s  Teftimony. 

ELenor  Dickinfon ,  aged  45  Years,  had  a  Dropfie 
12  Years  in  her  Belly  only,  without  any  Tu¬ 
mour  in  her  Legs,  but  with  a  Drought,  was  Stro¬ 
ked  by  Mr.  GreatraFs  about  16  Days  llnce,  at  fevea 
a  Clock  at  Night,  and  drank  at  the  fame  time  about 
fix  Spoonfuls  of  his  Water,  and  rubbed  Lome  of  it 
on  her  Body,  which  fhe  did  of  her  own  accord  s 
the  fame  Night  Hie  felt  a  queafinefs  in  her  Stomach, 
and  about  Midnight  file  felt  a  rumbling  in  her 
Belly  and  Stomach,  and  brake  great  ftore  of 
Wind  per  anum  &  per  partem  dome(Hcam  and 
then  file  made  Water  in  very  great  Quantity, 
as  4,  5,  or  6  Gallons  in  24  Hours,  and  con¬ 
tinued  making  Water,  though  in  lefier  Quan¬ 
tity  •  fo  that  at  this  prefent  Day  the  Skin  of 
her  Belly  is  as-  empty  as  a  Glove  or  Pisrfe, 
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and  wraps  over,  and  hath  no  drought,  and  her 
Belly  quite  down. 

\ 

r  •  > 

Examined  2 6  Apr .  Robert  Boyle . 

66.  By  W.  Smith,  Baronet. 

W Denton ,  M.  D. 

Jv*.  Faireclough ,  M.  D. 

Elenor  Bichnfons  Certificate. 

Ehenor  Dlthnfon  of  Clerkenwell,  Widow,  aged 
4S  Years  or  thereabouts,  having  been  trou¬ 
bled  with  an  exceeding  Timpany  in  her  Belly,  for 
the  Space  of  twelve  Years  paft,  and  ufed  all  Means 
pofHble  for  her  Health*  infomuch  that  the  Profecu- 
tion  thereof  coft  her  above  6ol.  but  altogether  in- 
efFedual.  The  i6thof  this  inftant  April,  fhe  came 
into  Lincolns* Inn- Fields,  the  Place  where  Mr.  Fa~ 
Untine  GreatraFs  ufed  to  lay  his  Hands  on  the 
Difeafed  *,  but  not  being  able  to  come  near  him, 
by  reafon  of  the  Throng,  fhe  {hatch’d  fame  of  his 
Urine*  and  drank  it*  fame  of  which  fhe  alfo  put 
into  her  Ears,  which  were  fo  {topp’d  file  could  not 
hear,  and  immediately  fhe  heard  the  Noife  of  the 
People  all  round  about  her ;  Then  going  home,fome 
Hours  after,  the  fame  Urine  began  to  work  in  her 
Belly*  and  fhe  voided  near  upon  4  Gallons  of  Wa¬ 
ter*  with  a  great  quantity  of  Wind  at  her  privy 
Parts  ^  and  her  Belly,  which  was  before  two 
Yards  in  compafs,  doth  not  now  exceed  three 
quarters  of  a  Yard.  She  likewife  faith,  that  at 
the  fame  time  fhe  vomited  out  of  her  /Mouth  fe- 
veral  Pieces  of  thick  Skin  drawn  over  with  blue 
Veins  like  to  a  frefh  Bladder  :  fo  that  now  fhe  con- 
ieffes  her  felf  to  be  perfe&ly  cured*  and  hath  alcer- 
tain’d  this  as  a  Truth  under  her  own  Hand,  April 
21,1 666 * 

Elenor  Dickrnfon- 
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In  the  Prefence  of 
fts  who  faw  her  Tim- 
panied  belly,  and  af¬ 
terwards  faw  her  per¬ 
fectly  well, 


Albert  us  Otto  Faber,  Med* 
M.  R. 

Ja.  Fair ec lough ,  M.  D. 
Tho*  Poole y,  M.  A. 


Note  the  19th  Day  fhe  came  again  to  Mr  .Great* 
raffs ,  and  was  by  him  ftroked  on  the  Belly,  which 
he  then  found  lank  and  loofe  like  an  empty  Pnrfe  ^ 
and  being  in  the  like  manner  ftroked  this  21ft  in- 
ftant,  fhe" continues  perfectly  well,  t 

Note  alfo,  That  fhe  was  twice  ftroked  by  Mr. 
Greatraffs  before  the  16th  Day,  viz,,  on  the  12 th 
and  14th  Days  of  the  faid  Month  of  April. 


Mr.  Boyle  s,  Dr.  Fair  eel  ougff  s,  Mr.  Williams'*  s3  and 

Mr.  Coxe  s  Certificate, 

AN  N  Ey  the  Wife  of  Thomas  Field,  a  Paftry 
Cook  in  Woodftreet ,  aged  28,  affliCed 

with  a  violent  Head  ach  for  five  Years,  a  Blindnefs 
in  both  her  Eyes,  infomuch  that  fhe  was  not  able  to 
diftinguifh  one  Perfon  from  another  at  four  Yards 
diftance*,  after  three  or  four  times  ftroking  was 
perfectly  freed  of  her  Pain  in  her  Head,  and  her 
Eyes  fo  amended,  that  fhe  can  now  read  a  fmall 
Print:  After  the  firft  ftroking  of  her  Head  by- 
Mr,  Greatraffs ,  the  Pain  immediately  defeended  in¬ 
to  her  Neck  and  fhoulders,  together  with  an  hard 
Swelling,  botfi  which  continued  for  14  Days  ^  then 
being  ftroked,  the  Pain  and  Swelling  both  defeend¬ 
ed  into  her  Legs,  where  it  continued  for  6  Days, 
after  which,  being  ftroked  in  thofe  Parts,  the 
Pains  and  Swelling  ceafed.  Attefted  by  her  felf, 
12.  April  1 666. 

In  Prefence  of  Anne  Field . 


Ro.  Boyle. 

Ja,  Fair e clough ,  M.  D. 
Tho.  Williams , 

Daniel  Coxe • 


Wal- 
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Walter  D©lle\r  Certificate ,  attefled  by  Mr*  Boyle* 

25  April  1 666. 

W. Alter  Dolle ,  the  Son  of  Waiter  Dolle  Gold¬ 
beater,  at  the  Hand  and  Hammer  in  Pye~ 
Corner ,  now  fervant  to  William  Faithorn ,  Engraver, 
aged  19  Years,  was  totally  deprived  of  the  Ufe 
of  his  right  Hand,  Leg,  and  Side,  for  the  fpaceof 
ten  Months,  infomuch  that  he  had  no  more  Motion 
on  that  fide  than  a  dead  Carcafs,  and  had  always 
two  Perfons  to  help  him  to  Bed,  and  from  Beef, 
and  always  feme  to  help  him  when  he  eat,  and 
had  natural  Evacuations*,  for  whom  his  Father 
had  been  at  much  coft  in  Medicines,  and  upon  di¬ 
vers  eminent  Phyficians,  but  without  the  leaft  Help, 
or  hope  of  Amendment :  Until  at  length  he  ap¬ 
plied  himfelf  to  Mr.  Valentine  Greatrak’s ,  when 
he  was  brought  to  him  in  a  Coach,  and  betwixt 
two  Perfons,  into  Juft  ice  Godfrey’s  Houfe,  wherp 
he  was  fir  ft  ftroked,  and  was  thereby  enabled  to 
walk  alone  immediately,  which  is  about  fix  Weeks 
ago ;  and  fince  that  time  has  grown  daily  in 
Strength  and  Vigor,  and  is  now  able  to  walk  two 
or  three  Miles  without  refting,  or  any  manner  of 
Help,  and  begins  to  draw  again  in  the  Way  of 
his  Mafter’s  Trade,  having  been  five  or  fix  times 
ftroked  by  the  Paid  Mr.  Greatrak's.  Attefted  by 
himfelf  and  his  Father,  this  Day  and  Year  above 
written, 

In  Prefence  of 

Ro.  Boyle .  Walter  Dolle  fenior. 

Ja .  Fa'ireclougby  tyL  D-  Walter  Dolle  Junior. 

William  Tates . 

Mr.  Boyle’s  and  Dr.  F air e dough’s  Teftlmony. 

Robert  Furnace ,  a  Mettieman  in  Clerkenwell  Pa- 
rifh,  lame  for  8  Years,  had  been  thrice  in  St. 
Bartholomew's  Hofpital  for  eleven  Weeks  at  one 
time,  and  nine  or  ten  Weeks  a  fecond  time*  and 
fot  a  Month  the  iaft  time,  without  benefit,  being 

F  2  in 
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in  great  Pain  in  his  Hips  and  Thighs,  Legs  and 
Feet,  was  {treked  by  Mr.  GreatraFs ,  April  3, 1 666. 
and  found  prefent  eafe  in  bis  Hip  upon  the  firft 
touch  of  Mr.  GreatraFs  Hand,  wherewith  the  faid 
Furnace's  Pain  was  driven  downward  from  Place 
to  Place  without  much  grievance,  until  it  came  to 
his  Foot*,  but  when  the  Pain  was  only  in  his  Foot, 
it  was  then  molt  intolerable  in  it,  which  being 
gently  ft raked,  he  was  quite  freed  from  all  Pain, 
and  walked  without  his  Crutches,  which  he  could 
not  have  done  for  feven  Years  before.  Attefted  by 
himfelf  this  ilxth  Day  of  Aprils  1 666. 

Robert  Furnace* 

In  Prefence  of 
-  Ro.  Boyle . 

Ja.  Faireclough ,  M.  D* 

Mr.  Hawtrey’*  Certificate ,  attefted  by  Mr.  Boyle. 

JOHN  Hawtrey ,  of  the  Town  of  Burnham ,  in 
the  County  of  Bucks?  being  troubled  with  the 
King's- Evil  in  his  Lips  and  Nofe  for  the  Space  of 
two  Years,  was  (being  thrice  touched  by  Mr.  Va¬ 
lentine  GreatraFs ,  after  the  Humour  had  broken  out 
fomething  in  the  affefted  Place)  perfedly  cured. 
Which  is  affirmed  to  be  true  in  his  own  Writing, 

John  Hawtrey* 

Written  and  attefted 
before  us, 

Ro.  Boyle . 

Ja.  F air e clough?  M.  D. 


Sir  William  Smith’*  Letter  to  Dr.  Faireclough, 

April  6.  1 666, 

SIR , 


According  to  your  defire,  I  thought  fit  to  give 
you  an  Account  of  Cures,  which,  upon  my 
own  knowledge,  I  know  to  have  been  done  by 
Mr.  Valentine  GreatraFs .  One  Thomas  Burt?  a  Day- 
.Labourer,  who  lives  in  the  fame  Farilh  with  me  at 

Radz 
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Badcliff,  in  the  County  of  Bucks,  was;  the  begin; 
ning  of  February  laft,  fent  by  me  into  Kent ,  to  do 
fome  Work  for  me  there,  and  got  an  Ague,  which 
held  him  very  violently  for  many  Hours  every  fit, 
and  likewife  fell  into  his  Thigh  and  Knee,  and  did 
very  much  fwell  in  his  Knee,  and  put  him  to  very 
great  Pain,  fo  that  he  was  forced  to  leave  his 
Work,  and  came  to  my  Houle  in  Lincolns- Inn- 
Fields,  where  he  had  his  Ague  as  before,  and  the 
Swelling  of  his  Knee  I  faw,  which  was  very  great, 
and  made  him  fo  Lame  that  he  could  Icarce  go :  I 
got  Mr.  Godfrey  to  procure  him  to  beftroked  by 
the  faid  Mr.  Greatrak’s ,  on  Thurfday  the  lixth  of 
March,  in  the  Morning,  and  he  came  to  my  Houfe 
at  Noon,  and  lhewed  me  his  Knee,  and  the  Swel¬ 
ling  was  gone,  and  fo  was  all  his  Pain  and  Lame- 
nefs,  and  he  had  no  more  fits  of  his  Ague a,  he  is 
gone  to  his  work  again,  and  hath  continued  well 
everlince.  A  Servant  of  mine  own,  William  But , 
who  likewife  got  an  Ague  at  the  fame  Place  in 
Kent ,  was  cured  by  him,  without  taking  any  thing 
for  it,  and  continues  well.  A  Servant  of  mine, 
one  Mary  Dimmack ,  who  nurfed  my  eld  eft  Son, hath 
had  a  fore  Leg  almoft  thefe  8  Years,  which  the 
Chirurgeons  faid  was  a  Cancer ,  but  Ihe  could  have 
no  help  for  it,  either  from  Chirurgeons  or  Phyfici- 
ans,  but  it  grew  worfe  and  worfe^  by  ftroking  it 
four  or  five  times,  it  is  in  a  manner  healed,  and|  1 
am  confident,  in  a  Ihort  time,  will  be  perfeftly  heal¬ 
ed.  I  have  likewife  been  prelent  when  1  have  feen 
him  do  very  many  great  Cures,  and  namely,  Pains 
in  the  Head  I  have  feen  him  drive  out  of  the  Bo¬ 
dy,  and  cure  divers  of  the  Sciatica ,  who,  as  they 
faid  themfelves,  had  many  Years  been  lame  with 
it  and  one  who  came  with  Crutches,  and  went 
away  without  them. 

Sir, 

Your  humble  Servant, 

W*  Smith . 

Sir 


(  4<?) 

Sir  William  SmitFs  and  Sir  Nathaniel  Hobards 
Certificate,  April  24.  1 666. 

JOfepk  Warden,  an  able  Seaman,  belonging  to  the 
Royal  Charles ,  aged  45  Years,  labouring  with 
violent  Pains  in  his  Hip,  Ham,  and  Ancle,  contra¬ 
cted  with  carrying  out  and  wading  in  Water,  was 
fent  the  Day  abovefaid  by  Dodor  MicHethwait  to 
Mr.  GreairaFs,  out  of  St.  Bartholomew ’s  Hofpital, 
where  he  had  been  for  feme  time  without  Succefs  •, 
and  had  his  Pains  removed  by  the  faid  Mr.  Great- 
raVs  ftroking,  firft  out  of  his  Hip,  then  down 
his  Thigh  and  Leg,  until  he  had  driven  it  quite  out 
of  his  Toes :  Infomuch  as  he  who  came  on  his 
Crutches,  walked  up  and  down  very  luftily  with¬ 
out  them,  and  fo  departed,  refolving  fpeedily  to 
return  to  his  Ship. 

Alfo  William  Levels  a  Cook,  at  the  Cock  in  Lea~ 
den-hall~  Street,  aged  24  Years,  troubled  with  a  grie¬ 
vous  Pain  in  his  Hip,  efpecially  when  he  walk’d, 
and  a  very  great  Pain  in  his  Knee,  when  he  fat 
down,  fent  from  the  faid  Dodor  out  of  the  faid 
Hofpital,  where  he  had  been  a  Patient  for  tea 
Months,  had  his  Pains  likewife  driven  downwards 
from  his  Hip  out  of  his  Toes^  fo  that  he  confeffed 
himfelf  to  be  in  per  fed  eafe. 

Laftly,  Francis  Steele, aged  61  Years,  fent  from  the 
faid  Dodor  and  Hofpital,  where  he  had  continued 
about  three  Weeks,  had  been  difahkd  for  6  Months 
to  put  on  his  Cloaths,  or  to  put  his  Hands  to  his 
Head,  and  fore  pained  and  weakned  in  his  Knees? 
fothat  he  could  not  walk,  nor  rife  up  when  he  was 
fat  down,  without  help,  had  the  perfed  Ufe  of  his 
Arms  reftored,  and  could,  and  did  rife  and  walk 
without  pain,  help,  or  difficulty,  before  us, 

JV.  Smith  Baronet. 
Na.  Hobart  Knight, 
Mailer  of  the 
Chancery. 

Ja,  F air  e  clough,  M*  0. 

Sir 


■f 
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Sir  John  Godolphin’/  TejUmonf* 

(r  A  NNE  Robtnfon,  Servant  to  Major  WilmoiWi 
jtlL  Door  to  the  Hand  and  Pen  in  Alder fgate-flreet, 
troubled  with  a  Ptyfick  for  the  fpace  of  fix  Years, 
was  ftroked  21  April  1 666.  and  the  Pain  removed 
out  of  her  Stomach  into  her  left  fide;  thence  at  a 
fecond  Stroking  it  removed  into  her  Thighs  and 
Legs,  and  laftly  into  her  right  Foot  and  Toes, 
whereinto  (her  Eyes  being  covered)  a  Pin  was 
thruft  divers  times,  without  her  feeling  or  being 
fenfible  of  it,  until  her  Foot  and  Toes  were  ftro¬ 
ked  ;  but  then  fhe  immediately  ftarted  at  the  firft 
touch  of  the  Pin,  and  Ihe  declared  her  Pains  were 
gone,  as  well  out  of  her  Foot  and  Toes,  as  outof 
all  other  Parts. 

In  Prefence  of  J .  Godolphin  Knights 

Alb*  0  Faber, Med. 
George  Weldon . 

J .  Faireclougb ,  M. 
Ed*  Sleigh . 

John  de  Bruy . 

Note,  That  no  Blood  iftued  upon  the  Prickiug 
of  this  Woman’s  Toes,  nor  of  divers  others  who 
hav  ebeen  pricked  in  the  like  Cafe,  before  me, 

J .  Faireclougb ,  M.  D« 

Colonel  Weldon’*  Certificate . 

THESE  are  to  Certifie,  That  1  have  feverai 
Times  had  fome  Infpe&ion  into  feverai  Cures 
that  have  been  done  by  the  Hands  of  Mr.  Falentine 
GreatraCs,  which  I  cannot  attribute  to  proceed  but 
from  fome  extraordinary  Power.  My  felf  having 
obferved  very  much  his  Life  and  Converfation,  and 
by  my  Enquiry  of  feverai  others  who  wTere  former¬ 
ly  acquainted  with  him,  I  could  never  hear  him 
juftly  impeached  of  any  unhandfome  Carriage  in 
his  Deportment.  I  having  examined  feverai  Per- 
fons,  before  they  came  under  his  Hands,  what  their 

In  fir- 
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infirmities  were,  and  how  long  they  had  beeif 
troubled  with  their  Griefs-,  who  have  anfwered  me^ 
fome  a  Year,fome  more,  fome  lefs  ;  and  after  he  had 
done  with  them,  I  examined  what  Benefit  they  had 
received,  who  anfwered,  very  much ;  for  before* 
fome  could  not  go,  nor  move  their  Hands  to  their 
Heads;  but  after  he  had  done  With  them*  they 
could  do  both,  my  felf  having  been  a  Spe&ator  of 
feveral  of  thofe  Paflageso  Befides,  1  cannot  but  te® 
ftifie  fome  Experience  of  my  own  felf,  by  whom  I 
am  fatisfied  1  did  receive  a  very  great  Benefit,  I  ha¬ 
ving  a  very  great  fit  of  the  Stone.  I  having  not 
rifen  out  of  my  Bed  two  Hours,  but  a  violent  Fit 
of  the  Stone  feized  on  me;  infomuch  that  I  could 
not  ftand  on  my  Feet,  nor  make  Water,  and  was 
going  into  my  Bed  again  and  in  lefs  than  half 
a  quarter  of  an  Hour  after  he  had  touched  me,  I 
did  void  a  very  great  Lump  of  Gravel*  befides  fe¬ 
veral  fmaller  Parcels ;  after  which  I  did  make  Wa¬ 
ter  very  freely,  and  was  very  well,  and  have  fo 
continued  ever  lince.  In  witnefs  whereof  1  have  fet 
my  Hand, 

George  Weldon » 

Alderman  Knight’s  Certificate* 

GRACE ,  the  Daughter  of  Alderman  William 
Knight,  of  London ,  aged  nine  Years,  of  near 
thereunto,  after  fhe  had  had  the  Small  Pox  and 
Meafles,  continued  troubled  with  a  Flux  of  Rheum 
in  her  left  Eye  for  the  Space  of  five  Years  or  up¬ 
wards,  infomuch  that  it  grew  lefs  than  the  other,  in 
the  Apprehenfiori  of  her  Parents,  who  thereby  much 
afflictedjiifed  all  lawful  Means  for  her  help  and  relief; 
but  all  in  vain,  until  file  was  brought  to  Mr.  Grea * 
trak9S)  who  divers  times  applied  his  Hand  and  Spit¬ 
tle  to  her  Eye;  by  which  means  the  Flux  of 
Rheum  has  been  perfe&ly  flayed,  for  the  Space  of 
three  Weeks  Jafl  paft,  and  her  Eye  at  prefent  is 

viry 
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Very  Well,  and  Yis  hoped  will  fo  continue.  This  is 
believed  to  be  Truth 

By  William  Knight » 

Attefled  by  Alderman  Knight ,  Father  of  the 

faid  Child. 

In  Prefence  of  Ja.  Faireclough ,  M.  D. 

John  Crejfet. 

Sir  Charles  Doe’*  Son's  Letter  to  Dr.  Faireclough. 
SIR , 

WHereas  you  defire  to  know  what  effed  Mr. 

Greatrak's  Hand  had  on  me;  this  may  fa- 
tisfie  you,  that  the  Head-ach,  which  I  laboured  un¬ 
der  3  or  four  Years  (and  ufed  what  Means  the  Phy- 
ficians  prefcribed,  though  unfuccefsfully)  which  of¬ 
tentimes  was  very  violent,  was  cured  by  the  laying 
on  of  Mr.  GreatraVs  Hand,  in  the  Manner  following, 
vit*  about  the  beginning  of  March  laft,  hearing  that 
Mr.  GreatraFs  was  at  my  Lord  Mayor’s  Houfe,  I  re¬ 
paired  thither  unto  him,  and  defired  him  (having 
the  Head-aeh  violently  then  on  me)  that  he  would 
be  pleafed  to  ufehis  Endeavours  to  cure  me;  where¬ 
upon  he  demanded  of  mein  what  Part  of  my  Head 
the  Pain  lay,  which  I  fhewed  him  ;  and  thereupon 
he  laid  his  Hand  upon  the  Place  affeded,and  imme¬ 
diately  I  found  the  Pain  remove  to  another  Place  of 
my  Head,  which  1  alfodireded  him  to,  wh®  purfu- 
ed  it  till  it  went  out  of  my  Head  ;  and  fo  following 
it  from  Place  to  Place  (laying  his  Hands  on  that 
place  of  my  Body  whither  my  Pain  did  remove)  till 
he  drove  it  into  my  Foot,  where  it  was  very  pain¬ 
ful  to  me,  till  at  length  he  chafed  it  out  at  my  Toe, 
I  not  putting  off  my  Stocking:  Which  he  did  at 
two  feveral  Times,  the  Pain  (as  I  conceive)  being 
divided  ;  whereupon  I  forthwith  found  my  felf 
freed  from  all  manner  of  Pain  both  in  Head  and  Bo¬ 
dy,  and  have  fo  continued  ever  lince  (hleffed  be  God) 
in  per  fed  Health  :  And  not  only  was  1  freed  from 
the  aforefaid  Pain  of  the  Head,  but  alfo  from  a  con- 
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ftanfc  bleeding,  which  continually  attended  it? 
whereas  I  did  life  to  bleed  every  Day,  (or  every  o~ 
ther  Day  at  leaft,)  which  bleeding  1  am  very  little 
troubled  with:  This  is  that,  Sir,  which  i  affirm 
to  be  true,  who  am 

Your  humble  Servant, 

May  9.  1 666.  John  Dos * 

Sir  Abraham  Cullen’/,  Mr.  .RufhoutV  and  Captain 

Owen ’/  ‘ Teftimonies . 

E  do  certifie  in  behalf  of  Mr.  Valentine  Grea - 
trak's-y That  we  faw  a  great  Cure  wrought  by 
him,  upon  the  Body  of  one  William  Jones ,  (inhabi¬ 
ting  in  the  parifh  of Mortlack,  where  we  alfo  refide) 
he  having  been  very  much  bruited,  by  reafon  where¬ 
of  he  was  in  great  Danger  of  his  Life  :  But  by  the 
Prevalency  of  Mr.  GreatraVs  ftroki’ng,  and  the  Blef- 
fing  of  God  thereon,  was  perfectly  removed  and 
drove  out  at  his  Toes,  after  many  removals  from 
Place  to  Place  :  The  Paid  Jones  continues  in  perfedt 
Health,  it  being  three  Weeks  fi nee  the  Paid  Perfon 
was  cored,  and  this  we  affirm  under  our  Hands, 
this  9.  Day  of  A  or  it  1666, 

Abraham  Cullen^  Bar. 

William  RuJhoHt* 

John  Owen. 

Sir  Abraham  Cullen’/,  Mr.  Rufhout7/,  and  Captaiti 

Q w  c n  s  7  'cflimony. 

Edo  further  certifie, That  we  heard  Dorothy 
Wardant  affirm,  that  ffie  was  for  twelve 
Years  la  If  pa  If, very  much  troubled  with  a  great  Pain 
in  her  bide,  as  alfo  a  violent  Pain  in  her  Head*,  ffis 
likewife  had  at  the  fame  time  an  Ague  that  held 
her  about  three  Weeks,  all  which  Mr.  Valentine 
GreatrakJ  his  ftroki'ng  of  her  cured,  and  from  that 
time  has  riot  felt  any  of  her  former  Infirmities,  it  be- 
mg  three  Weeks  fince  file  was  ftroked,  which  can i- 
ed  fuch  violent  Motions  when  the  Pains  flew  from 
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Place  to  Place,  that  the  raged  Dorothy  fwounded  a- 
way.  Given  under  our  Hands,  April  .9.  1 666. 

Abraham  Cullen  Bar. 
William  Rufihout. 

John  Owen. 

Edwin  Br  exons. 

Dr.  Wilkin’/,  and  Mr.  SankeyT  Certificate. 

I  Do  hereby  certifie  whom  it  may  concern,  That 
I  have  been  prefent  at  the  Stroking  of  Mr.  Va¬ 
lentine  Great'raEs ,  on  the  17,  19,  and  24  Days  of  this 
prefent  April,  1 666.  At  each  of  which  Times  I 
found  feveral  Perfons  about  him,  who  profeffed  to 
have  received  great  Benefit  by  his  Hand,  both  as  ro 
the  Cure  of  Swelling,  Ulcers,  Epilepfies,  driving  a- 
way  of  Pains, &c.  And  I  my  felfdid,ateach  ofthefe 
Times,  fee  feveral  Cures  wrought  by  him,  which  to 
me  did  feem  very  flrange  and  extraordinary:  As 
particularly  that  which  was  performed  on  the  17 
Day,  on  a  Woman  about  30  years  of  Age,  who 
(according  to  her  own  relation)  had  fome  Weeks 
before  been  cured  by  Mr.  GreatraEs  of  the  Falling- 
ficknefs,  and  did  now  come  to  him  to  be  ftroked  for 
a  Pain  in  her  Head  *,  upon  his  putting  of  his  Hand 
on  her  Forehead,  fhe  laid  that  her  pain  did  forth¬ 
with  remove  to  her  Shoulder  ^  upon  the  laying  of 
his  Hand  on  the  Cloaths  of  her  fhoulder,  (lie  Paid  it 
flipped  into  her  Arm,  and  fo,  at  another  move,  in¬ 
to  her  Hand  *,  from  whence,  being  by  his  touch, 
driven  into  her  Fingers,  which  thereupon  grew 
cold  and  ft  iff,  I  took  her  Fingers  between  my 
Hands,  endeavouring  by  Fri&ion,  to  recover  them 
to  fome  warmth,  and  limbernefs*,  and  having  con¬ 
tinued  this  friction  for  fome  while,  I  let  her  Hand 
go,  and  would  have  perfwaded  'her  that  fhe  was  cu¬ 
red  :  But  fhe  replied,  that  the  Pain  (till  continued 
upon  her:  To  which  Mr.  GreatraEs  added,  that 
the  upper  Joints  of  her  Fingers,  into  which  he  had 
driven  the  Caufe  of  her  Pain,  were  dead,  and  that 
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if  fhe  were  wounded  in  them,  fhe  would  neither  feel 
it,  nor  would  any  Blood  come:  For  the  Trial  of 
which,  having  firft  feveral  Times  pinched  the  Pulp 
of  her  Fingers  betwixt  my  Nails  with  great  Vio¬ 
lence,  I  did  feveral  times  thruft  in  a  Pin  near  the 
Bone,  but  the  Woman  was  not  fenfible  of  either, 
neither  did  any  Blood  come :  But  upon  two  or 
three  flight  Strokes  of  his  Hand,  fhe  profefled  to  be 
eafed  of  her  Pain,  and  her  Fingers  to  be  reftored  to 
their  wonted  Temper  and  then  being  but  gently 
pricked  with  a  Pin,  fhe  was  fenfible  of  it,  and  the 
Blood  followed  upon  it.  This  I  can  truly,  and  do 
willingly  teftifie. 


John  Wilkins,  D*  D. 


What  is  here  certified  by  that  worthy  Doftor 
Wilkins ,  1  was  prefent  at  it,  and,  as  carefully  as  I 
could,  obferved  the  fame  things:  And  do  there¬ 
fore  fubfcribe  the  fame  Teftimony. 


Dr*  Whichcotb  Certificate > 


SIR , 


Hereas  you  defire  feme  Account  of  Mr, 


V  V  GreatraDs,  l  make  this  return  .*  I  have  feen 
and  been  prefent  at  jiulcefier  and  Ragly  in  Warwick- 
fiure ,  and  fince  in  London,  when  and  where  Mr.  Va¬ 
lentine  Greatrak's  hath -relieved  and  reftored  very 
many  Perfons  miferably  afllided  with  feveral  Di~ 
Item  per  s  \  particularly  the  Evil, the  Falling-flcknefs, 
Convullions,  Palfie,  Sores,  and  Ulcers,  Aches,  and 
Pains,  Deafnefs,  Dimnefs  of  Sight,  Lamenefs,  and 
Feebknefs  of  Limbs,  and  other  great  Evils,  fo  as 
that  the  Parties  afflidted  have  freely  and  abundantly 
exprefTed  and  declared,  that  they  have  found  them- 
felves  much  better  than  they  were  before,  eafed  of 
their  Aches  and  Pains,  and  reftored  to  the  Ufe  of 
their  Limbs  and  Senfes,  whereas  they  had  been  dis¬ 
abled,  or  deprived  for  many  Years  before  :  I  have 
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been  prefent  when  fundry  Perfons  thus  helped  and 
relieved,  have  with  an  abundance  of  Joy  and  Chear- 
fulnefs  given  God  thanks  for  the  great  Benefit 
they  had  received  by  means  of  Mr.  GreatraVs :  I 
have  been  in  Company  of  Perfons  of  good  Under- 
landing  and  Credit,  who  have  cf  the  own  ac¬ 
cord  declared  and  teflified  that  they  themfelves 
have  been  Eye- witnefles  of  the  like  good  EfFe&s; 
3Tis  true,  he  doth  not  cure  fuch  in  whom  Nature 
is  fpent,  or  where  the  Parts  or  Principles  of  Na¬ 
ture  altogether  are  defective,  to  whom  at  firfl: 
coming  to  him,  he  doth  commonly  declare  that  he 
cannot  help  them.  Some  others,  at  their  firfl:  or 
fecond  Application  to  him,  he  doth  not  help,  who 
afterwards  are  reftored  at  their  oftner  coming  to 
him.  And  as  concerning  the  Way  of  his  curing 
Maladies,  I  have  very  diligently  obferved  him,  but 
did  never  perceive  him  to  ufe  any  Form  of  Words, 
nor  faw  him  do  any  thing  (in  my  judgment)  liable 
to  any  fufpicion  of  an  ill  Art  or  Device.  And  for 
his  Converfation,  I  have  been  much  in  his  Company, 
for  the  Time  of  his  being  in  England ,  and  I  never 
faw  any  ill  Behaviour  or  unfeemly  Carriage  in  him, 
nor  any  Intemperance,  Diforder,  or  Excels:  I  have 
great  Caufe,  from  mine  own  Observation,  to  efteem 
him  a  foberand  well*  governed  Perfon,  affable,  ci¬ 
vil,  and  courteous  in  his  Convene,  and  for  his 
Temper  in  Religion,  he  is  not  (fo  far  as  1  could  diD 
cern)  of  any  fond  Perfwafion,  or  vain  Conceit,  in 
Matter  of  F.eligion*,  but  a  devout  Acknowledger  of 
God, ''and  of  jefus  Chrift}  in  whofe  Name  alone, 
and  by  whofe  Power,  he  profeifeth  upon  all  Occafi- 
ons  to  aft.  He  declares  himfelf  a  Froteflant,  and 
an  hearty  lover  of  the  Reformed  Religion,  and  pro- 
feffes  to  worfriip  God  according  to  the  Rules  and 
Principles  thereof,and  to  live  in  the  Obedience  of,and 
Communion  with  the  Church  of  England  i  I  believe 
him  to  be  of  an  unexceptionable  and  unblameable 
Converfation,  through  the  £:;pet  ience  I  have  had 
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of  him  a.  And  for  my  own  .'particular,  he  hath 
been  to  me  an  happy  Inftrument  of  God,  to  re¬ 
lieve  and  eafemeofa  very  dangerous  and  painful 
Malady,  which,  for  many  Years,  had  greatly  dis¬ 
abled  and  forely  affii&ed  me,  for  which,  before 
my  coming  to  him,  I  could  have  no  Remedy }  but 
^otwithftanding  the  Ufe  of  all  Means  1  could  hear 
of,  which  all  proved  unfuccefsful,  I  was  wholly  left 
in  defpair  of  ever  obtaining  a  Cure  ;  yet  I  negled- 
ed  not  the  Advice  of  Perfons  of  Art  and  Skill :  But 
now,  by  his  Means,  and  his  often  Application  of 
his  Hand  and  Spittle,  I  am  rid  of  all  the  Pain  and 
Inflammation  of  the  Part  difaffeded,  and  the  Tu¬ 
mour,  fungous,  and  fuperfluous  Flefh,  formerly  ve- 
rg  grievous  to  me,  is  greatly  abated,  and  decreafeth 
more  and  more  daily  j  fo  that  I  am  in  very  great 
hope  that  in  a  little  more  time,  by  his  means,  it 
will  wholly  waft  away  and  confume,  as  the  greater 
Part,  fince  his  touching,  already  is,  through  God’s 
Mercy,  for  which  I  give  hearty  Thanks  to  the  Di¬ 
vine  Goodnefs.  This  I  account  my  felf  bound,  in 
acknowledgment  of  God  as  Principal,  and  of  doing 
Right  to  Mr.  Greatrak's ,  as  his  Inftrument,  to  te- 
ftifie  and  declare,  and  in  witnefs  whereof  1  fub- 
fcribe  my  Name,  Ajril  3*  1 666. 

Benjamin  Whichcot ,  D  D, 

Dr.  Cud  wort  h’i  Certificate. 

SIR,  \  % 

I  Can  certifie  you,  That  the  Tumours  in  my  lit¬ 
tle  Son  Charles  his  Bread;  are  very  happily  cu¬ 
red  by  Mr.  GreatraVs-,  who  opened  the  fame,  and 
let  cut  the  corrupt  Matter,  and  fince  the  Sores  are 
healed, and  the  Wounds  dried  up. 
jffril  1 8*  16,66 * 

R.  Cudworth ,  D»  D. 


Dean 
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Dean  RultY  Certificate • 

BEiilg  delired  to  give  my  Tellimony  of  Mr.  Gred - 
trails  and  his  Cures,  I  do  hereby  certifie,  That 
1  have  with  fome  Curiolity  been  an  Obferver  of  him 
and  his  Operations }  and  I  take  him  to  be  a  Perfon 
of  an  honeft  and  upright  Mind,  a  free  and  open  Spi¬ 
rit,  a  chearful  and  agreeable  Humour,  an  inoffenfive 
Converfation,  of  large  and  generous  Principles,  and 
that  carries  on  no  defign  of  Fa&ion  or  Interefh  I 
have  been  an  Eye-witnefs  of  many  Hundreds  that 
have  come  under  his  Hands,  efpecially  during  his 
being  at  my  Lord  Conway's  for  three  Weeks  or  a 
Month  together,  and  I  mult  profefs  my  felf  con¬ 
vinc’d  (however  it  be,  whether  from  an  immediate 
Gift,  or  a  peculiarity  of  Complexion)  that  he  has  a 
Vertue  more  than  ordinary  *,  for  though  I  have  feen 
him  touch  many  with  little  or  no  fuccefs,  yet  it 
mud  not  be  denied  but  that  I  have  feen  too,  irt 
very  many  In  fiances,  by  his  Spittle,  and  the  touch 
or  (broking  of  his  Hand,  Humours  put  into  odd 
and  violent  Fermentations,  Pains  llrangely  fly  be¬ 
fore  him,  till  he  has  chafed  them  out  at  fome  of  the 
extreme  Parts  of  the  Body  }  the  King’s-Evil,  in  a 
few  Days,  wonderfully  dried  up,  Knobs  or  Kernels 
brought  to  a  Suppuration  }  Tumours  ripened  ;  ul¬ 
cerous  Sores skinn’d  and  amended  *,  hard  Swellings 
in  Womens  Brealts  abated  *,  cold  and  fenflefs 
Limbs  rellored  to  Heat  and  Life  }  Scabs  all  over 
the  Body,  which  have  been  for  many  Years,  and 
counted  incurable,  deadned,  and  dried  up  }  many 
People  relieved  in  Cafes  of  Deafnefs,  Lamenefs, 
dimnefsof  Sight}  twenty  feveral  Perfons  in  Fits 
of  the  Falling' ficknefs,  or  Convulfions,  or  Hylic- 
rical  Palfions,  (for  1  am  not  wife  enough  to  diftin- 
guilh  them)  upon  the  laying  his  Hand  upon  their 
Brea  Its, (often  upon  the  Top  of  their  Cloaths)  with¬ 
in  a  few  Minutes  brought  to  their  Senfes,  fo  as  to 
be  able  to  tell  where  their  Pain  lay,  which  he  has 
iollowed  till  he  has  purfued  it  cut  of  the  Body.  I 
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can  fay  little  to  the  Permanency  of  his  Cures, 
many  (i  believe)  do  continue  firm,  but  feveral  of 
thofeof  the  Falling- ficknefs  I  heard  had  relaps’d  a~ 
fore  1  left  the  Country,  but  after  much  longer  In* 
tervals  than  they  were  wont  to  enjoy*  There  was 
a  poor  Woman  at  Aulcefter  that  I  fent  to  fpeak 
with  at  my  coming  away,  who  had  been  troubled 
with  thefe  Fits  ever  fince  fhe  was  1 3  Years  old,  and 
I  take  her  to  be  now  betwixt  fifty  and  threefcore; 
and  for  feme  Years  pail:  there  was  fcarce  a  Day 
that  file  had  been  free  from  them,  and  fhe  was  in¬ 
clin’d  to  them  to  that  degree,  that  coming  near  any 
hot  Meat  would  bring  her  Fit  upon  her.  Mr .Grea- 
trak's  brought  her  out  of  her  Fit,  and  fhe  had  then 
continued  well  by  the  Space  of  three  Weeks,  and 
could  eat  or  drefs  hot  Meat  without  any  diftur- 
bance :  What  has  fince  become  of  her,  I  can  give 
no  account.  The  Forms  of  Words  he  ufes  are. 
Cod  Almighty  heal  thee  for  his  Mercy  fake,  for)  for 
Jcfus  fake }  and  if  they  profefs  to  receive  any  Be¬ 
nefit,  he  bids  them  give  God  the  Praife  and  that 
(fo  far  as  I  can  judge)  with  a  fincere  Devotion.  This 
is  in  Ihort  the  matter  of  Fa  ft,  which  is  teftified  to 
be  true  by  me. 

Geo .  Rufiy  D.  D*  &  Beai^ 
March  28,  1 666  of  Connor* 

Mr-  Patrick5*  Certificate . 

HAvingbeen  prefent  fundry  times  when  great 
Numbers  of  People  reforted  to  Mr.  Falentine 
GreatraJdsj  and  beheld  many  wonderful  Cures  done 
by  his  Hand,  I  could  not  refufe  his  defire,  that  I 
would  in  Writing  declare  fomething  of  what  I 
have  feen  *,  and  therefore  do  certifie  as  followeth: 

1  was  by,  when  he  ftroked  a  Servant  of  Mr. 
Faithornes  (an  excellent  Engraver  near  Temple-Bar ) 
who  had  been  Lame  a  Twelve-month  by  a  dead 
Pal  fie  on  the  right  fide.  After  the  fecond  ftroking 
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lie  was  able  to  go  about  the  Room  with  the  Help 
of  a  Stick,  and  in  a  little  time  grew  to  fuch 
Strength,  that  he  can  now  work  at  his  Trade  a- 
gain. 

The  Wife  of  Samuel  Smith  of  Newbury,  has  been 
affiifted  with  a  violent  Pain  in  her  Back  and  Hip 
feven  Years*,  which  made  her  fo  lame,  that  fbe 
could  not  ftir  without  fome  torment,  and  by  the 
continuance  of  it,  her  Life  was  become  (as  file  faid) 
a  burden  to  her.  By  gentle  ftroking  he  brought  it 
down  to  her  Foot,  and  in  a  few  Minutes  (renewing 
his  ftroking  in  thofe  Places  where  file  faid  any  Pain 
Was  remaining)  drove  it  quite  away,  fo  that  file 
could  go  without  her  Staff  as  fail  as  any  of  us  there 
prefent.  1  have  feen  her  feveraf  times  fince,  and 
file  continued  in  the  fame  Strength  *,  only  coming 
to  him  fometimes  to  confirm  it  to  her,  (and  to  re¬ 
move  fome  fmall  Grudgings  which  fhe  had  of  it) 
before  fhe  went  into  the  Country. 

There  was  alfo,  a  little  after,  a  well  known 
Artift  in  this  Town,  who  defired  his  Help,  hav¬ 
ing  lain  in  intolerable  Pains  (as  himfelf  told  me) 
for  the  Space  of  eleven  Months.  I  faw  him  ftroke 
his  Arm,  and  Thigh,  and  Leg,  whither  he  purfued 
the  Pain  till  he  chafed  it  out  at  his  Foot,  and  the 
Patient  faid  he  was  perfe&ly  free.  I  hear  indeed 
finxe,  that  his  Pain  is  returned  }  but  I  have  good 
Reafon  to  conclude,  that  if  he  had  applied  himfelf 
again  to  the  fame  Hand  which  eafed  him  before, 
he  might  have  received  a  greater  Benefit:  For  I 
|  know  one  whom  he  gave  Relief  unto,  that  had  been 
'  long  tormented  in  that  fafhion  *,  but  within  a  Day 
or  two  was  in  fuch  Pain,  that  fhe  could  not  ftir  in 
her  Bed,  and  judged  her  felf  worfe  than  ever.  Up¬ 
on  my  defire  that  he  would  go  again  to  her,  (for 
fhe  could  not  come  to  him)  he  went,  and  altera 
few  gentle  brokings,  freed  her  fo  perfectly  frOiii 
her  Pains,  that  for  a  confiderable  time  after  fhe  felt 
hone  at  all  ^  and,  I  hofe,  ftiil  remains  at  safe. 
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Thefe  are  but  a  few  of  thofe  Inflances  which  I 
could  give  of  this  Nature  :  To  which,  if  [  fnould 
add  what  1  have  feen  him  do  in  the  Cafe  of  Deaf- 
nefs,  of  the  Evil,  Fits  of  the  Mother,  Wind,  and 
fuch  like,  it  would  be  enough  to  fill  a  Volume  :  And 
yet  I  have  not  feeo  half  fo  many  Cures  as  other  Per- 
fous  of  nnfpotted  Credit  have  done,  who  had  the 
Leifure  and  Opportunity  to  be  more  frequently 
with  him.  I  never  yet  met  with  any,  who  would 
have  the  Patience  diligently  to  attend  him  for  a 
few  Hours,  who  came  away  unfatisfied  about  the 
Reality  of  fuch  things  as  are  reported.  Nay, feme 
Perfons  (not  too  forward  of  Belief)  have  been  con¬ 
vinced  in  a  few  Minutes:  A  final!  Acquaintance, 
and  fhort  Converfe  with  him,  would  alfo  foon  fa- 
tisfie  thofe  who  doubt,  that  he  is  a  Man  of  no  De- 
figns :  for  he  appears  to  me  of  too  free  an  Hu¬ 
mour.*  and  open  Difpofition,  to  be  able  to  conceal 
or  difguife  nimfelf :  There  is  nothing  ofReferved- 
nefs  to  be  feen  in  his  Temper:  1  could  never  dif* 
cover  any  thing  that  looks  like  Craft  and  Subtilty 
in  him:  He  feems  to  be  of  a  lingular  good  Na¬ 
ture,  and  to  be  void  of  all  Covetouinefs,  Pride,  or 
hatred  of  others:  His  Charity  and  Good-will  to 
Mankind  feems  to  be  great}  and  to  be  the  only 
thing  that  moves  him  to  engage  himfelf  in  fuch 
perpetual  Labours  :  I  never  heard  him  fpeak  any 
Words  unbecoming  a  Chriftian  :  He  profefles  all 
Loyalty  to  his  Prince,  due  Reverence  to  his  Spiri¬ 
tual  Governours,  and  to  be  of  the  Reformed  Reli¬ 
gion,  as  it  is  here  by  'Law  eftablifhed.  All  which 
confidered,  methinks  he  merits  much  Refped  :  And 
if  this  Teftitnony  of  mine  may  do  him  any  fervice, 
!  fnall  be  very  glad  of  it }  becaufe  of  the  Obliga¬ 
tion  i  have  to  him  for  a  Cure  done  upon  my  felf. 

1 4.  1 666. 

Simon  Patrick,  Rector  of 
St.  TauV s  Church  Covcnt-Garden . 

Sir 
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Sir  William  Smith’*, T/f.  Windham’*, Dr. Evans’* 

Teftimony ,  April  3.  1666". 

ROtarf  Furnace  of  Cierkenwell ,  had  a  Sciatica  in 
both  Hips,  for  the  Space  of  8  Years,  as  upon 
Examination  he  affirmed  :  Upon  Mr.  GrcatraEs 
ftroking  the  Parts  affeded,  the  Diftemper  went  out 
of  his  Toes,  fo  that  he  walked  away  without  a 
Stick,  who  came  into  the  Room  with  Crutches. 

The  fame  Day  Elizabeth  Sharp  of  Dowgate,  in 
Thames-Street ,  who  had  a  Pain  in  one^of  her 
Legs  for  near  12  Years  (fo  that  ffie  could  not  lift 
her  Leg  from  the  Ground,)  upon  the  fame  Per- 
fon’s  ftroking  of  it,  ffie  could  not  only  lift  it  from 
the  Ground,  but  alfo  walk  upon  it. 

W .  Smith . 

Eho.  Windham . 

G eo.  Evans ,  D.  P. 


Dr.  Whichcot’*  and  Dr.  Cudworth’*  Teftimony , 

April  the  3 d,  1 666. 

ELizabeth  ( Bis )  Thomas ,  of  Petty ’France  in  Weft- 
minder ,  having  been  troubled  two  Years  with 
a  violent  Pain  from  her  Head  down  her  Back  ;  by 
ftroking,  had  it  removed  downwards,  till  at  la  ft  it 
was  driven  out  at  her  Toes.  Done  the  3 d  of  A- 
frit)  in  the  Sight  of  us,  being'prefent, 

Benjamin  Whichcot ,  D.  D. 
R.  Cudworth ,  D.  D. 

Tr.Whichcot’*  and  Dr.  Evans’*  Teftimony. 

Robert  Topics  of  Ellifon  in  Staffordshire,  having  had 
the  Kings- Evil  in  his  Face  in  2  Places  as  big  as 
two  Eggs,  in  3  Days  fpace  was  fuppurated,  and  by 
Mr.  Valentine  GreatraEs,  had  all  the  Corruption  and 
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the  Roots  taken  out,  and  was  made  perfectly  welt 
In  Prefence  of 

R-  Cudworth ,  D-D. 
Benjamin  Whichcot,  D*  D» 
Geo,  Evans7  D.  D. 

Mary  Jackfon  of  Woodftreet ,  was  cured  offian 
Impofthume  above  her  Eye,  the  corrupt  Matter 
being  preffed  out. 

B.  Whichcot 5  D.  D* 

* Two  Certificates  from  the  Count efs  0/DevonfhireY, 

jipril  30.  1 666. 

I  Having  been  an  Eye-witnefs  of  feveral  very 
wonderful  Cures  performed  by  Mr.  GreatraVs % 
and  being  delired  to  give  under  my  Hand  what  I 
know  of  them,  I  do  affirm.  That  the  Right  Ho¬ 
nourable  the  Countefs  of  Devonfhire'* s  chief  Cook, 
a  Man  of  about  55  Years  of  Age,  having  been  of 
a  longtime  troubled  with  the  Sciatica,  was  gently 
ilroked  by  Mr.  GreatraJds  his  Hand,  and  hath  ever 
fince  continued  very  well,  it  being  now  almoft  two 
Months  fince.  I  like  wife  faw  a  Woman,  living  in 
Roehamp tony  who  had  a  great  Wen  over  her  Eye, 
which,  by  a  Mifchance,  Ihe  had  gotten  above  four¬ 
teen  Years  fince  ^  only  by  having  it  launced, 
and  the  Corruption  twice  preffed  forth  by  Mr. 
Great  rah? *,  was  perfedly  cured  by  him,  without 
the  Ufe  of  any  Plafier  or  other  Chirurgical  Re¬ 
medy.  I  likewife  faw  a  Man  in  the  fame  Town, 
who  had  an  ordinary  Tertian  Ague  about  three 
Quarters  of  a  Year,  which  afterwards  turned  in¬ 
to  a  Quartan,  and  had  hung  upon  him  alnioit 
half  a  Year  :  This  Perfon  i  faw  Ilroked,  who 
went  immediately  home  very  well,  and  hath 
ever  fince  fo  continued.  1  likewife  faw  a  Gen¬ 
tlewoman  in  the  Gountefs’s  Family,  immediate¬ 
ly  cured  of  a  violent  Fit  of  the  Tooth- 
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ach  •,  and  one  of  her  Ladiftiip’s  Gardeners  (who 
had  for  fome  Years  a  Cancer  in  his  Nofe,  and 
for  the  Curing  of  which,  he  had,  without  fuc- 
cefs,  confulted  feveral  Phyficians,)  fo  much  a- 
mended  fince  the  Application  of  Mr.  Greatrak’s 
Hand,  that  himfelf  does  not  doubt  of  a  perfeQ: 
Recovery.  To  thofe  who  find  Benefit  from  him, 
he  only  bids  them.  Be  thankful  to  God,  to 
whom  alone  belongs  the  Glory.  This  I  have  been 
an  Eye-witnefs  of,  and  therefore  do  atteft  it  un¬ 
der  my  Hand, 

Walter  Stonehouft,  Gentle  man  of  the 
Horfeto  the  Countefs  of  Devon : 

IDo  alfo  hereby  Atteft  the  Truth  of  this  Te- 
ftimonial  of  Mr.  Stonehoufe ,  having  been  an 
Eye-witnefs  of  the  faid  Particulars  therein  fpe- 
cified.  And  alfo  I  do  further  aver.  That  1  was 
prefent  at  Mortlack ,  where  I  faw,  at  Captain 
Owens  Houfe,  Mr.  Greatrak’s  lay  his  Hand  up¬ 
on  feveral  Perfons  for  divers  Difeafes,  who  were 
ftrangely  cured  of  feveral  Diftempers  which  they 
laboured  under  feveral  Years  j  particularly  Wal¬ 
ter  Jones  his  Son  of  Mortlack  aforefaid,  who 
was  forely  bruifed,  brought  in  between  two 
Men  *,  and  upon  his  laying  on  of  his  Hands, 
the  faid  Walter’s  Pains  run  from  place  to  place,  till 
they  were  forced  out  at  his  Toes,  and  imme¬ 
diately  he  acknowledged  himfelf  well,  and  went 
away  without  any  help,  and  voided  many  Clots 
of  Blood  by  Stool,  and  out  of  his  Mouth,  and 
alfo  Blood  by  Urine  *,  whereby  he  continues 
perfectly  well  to  this  inftant,  being  about  five 
Weeks  fince. 

Alfo  I  faw  a  young  Man  of  Lambeth ,  who  was 
for  four  Years  exceeding  ill  by  a  violent  Pain 
in  his  Head  }  which  Pain  Mr.  Greatrak’s  drove 
out  of  his  Head  into  his  Body,  where  he  drove 

it. 
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It,  on  the  outfide  of  his  Cloaths,  from  place 
to  place,  till  he  drove  it  into  his  Feet,  and  fo 
out  at  his  Toes.  The  Truth  hereof,  andoffeve- 
ral  other  things  which  I  might  inftance,  I  do 
hereby  teflifie  under  my  Hand,  this  thirtieth 
Day  of  Aprils  1 666, 

Richard  Mulys , 

Auditor  to  the  Right  Honourable 
the  Countefs  Dowager  of  Devon, 

Mr,  BarcockV  Certificate . 

BEnjamin  Barcock ,  Son  of  Mr.  Edmund  Barcock^ 
of  the  Parifll  of  St.  Bennet  Fynck ,  London , 
was  ever  fince  Michaelmas  1664.  affe&ed  daily  by 
feveral  Fits,  with  tormenting  Gripings  in  the 
bottom  of  his  Belly,  and  in  the  fmali  of  his 
Back,  and  a  continual  Pain  in  his  Stomach  \  for 
which  he  had  taken  much  Phyfick,  and  changed 
Air,  but  without  any  Benefit  at  all :  Being  five 
feveral  times  ftroked  by  Mr.  Greatrak’s ,  mended 
fenfibly  upon  the  firft  Stroking,  and  every  time 
better  and  better y  and  fince  the  lad  Stroking, 
hath  not  been  fenfible  of  any  Pain. 

And  Mr.  Edmund  Barcocly  the  Father  of  the 
faid  Young  Man,  having  had  a  great  Deafnefs  in 
his  left  Ear  for  twenty  Years  \  being  touch’d 
and  rubb’d  but  one  time,  had  the  Hearing  of 
that  Ear  reftored  to  him,  to  the  great  Com-* 
fort  of  his  Life. 

April  1,1696*  This  is  teftified  by  me, 

Edmund  Barcock . 

Wewhofe  Names  are  fubferibed,  were  prefent 
when  this  was  dilated  by  Mr.  Edm.  Barcock 
and  fubferibed,  Ben-  IVhichcot ,  D.  D, 

R,  Cudworth ,  D.  D. 

Jane 
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jane  Deanes  Certificate • 

JANE  Deane,  o{  SwaHowfield ,  in  the  County 
ot  Berks,  aged  18  Years,  or  thereabouts,  faith. 
That  for  the  fpace  of  four  Years  laft  paft,  fhe 
hath  been  exceeding  Lame  in  her  right  Foot, 
and  for  Recovery  thereof,  applied  her  felf  to  fe- 
veral  Bone* fetters  and  Chirurgeons,  but  never 
received  the  leaf:  Benefit  by  any  of  them,  ra¬ 
ther  growing  worfe  than  better  under  their 
Hands  *,  infomuch  that  for  this  laft  Year,  her 
Lamenefs  fo  much  increafed  upon  her,  that  fhe 
being  altogether  unable  to  go,  was  forced  to 
creep  on  her  Knees  and  Hands  from  place  to 
place}  until  Saturday  laft,  being  the  21  fi  of  this 
inftant  April ,  at  which  time  fhe  came  to  Mr. 
Halentive  GreatraFs ,  and  was  by  him  ftroked  on 
the  Part  grieved,  and  found  fome  eafe  imme¬ 
diately  thereby  :  But  coming  again  to  him  this 
Day,  the  24th,  fhe  was  by  him  in  like  manner 
ftroked  as  before,  and  (bleffed  be  God)  doth 
find  her  felf  able,  and  accordingly  did  walk  up 
and  down  the  Room  in  the  Prefence  of  a  great 
Company,  at  Sir  William  Smiths  in  Lincolns- Inn- 
Fields.  The  Truth  whereof  fne  attefteth  under 
her  own  Hand,  the  Day  and  Year  abovefaid. 


In  Prefence  of 


John  Wilkins ,  D.  D. 
and  others. 


Jane  Deane » 


Dr .  FairecloughV  Letter  to  Sir  William  Smith, 

Baronet . 

Honoured  Sir , 

SINCE  I  had  the  Favour  of  your  Letter,  I 
have  been  called  upon  and  importun’d  by  di¬ 
vers  Friends,  and  Perfons  of  Quality,  inhabiting 
feveral  Parts  of  the  Nation,  to  inform  my  felf, 
and  give  them  fome  Accounts  concerning  Mr. 

GreatraF  Sj 


GreatraFsi  and  his  Attempts  of  curing  Difei- 
fes :  I  (hall  now  take  the  Liberty  (according  to 
Fromife)  to  give  you  in  Grofs,  what  others 
have  receiv’d  from  Hie  by  piece-meal;  and  (by 
the  way)  I  beg  leave  to  acquaint  you,  that  whilft 
i  was  making  fuperficial  Enquiries  after  him, 
and  before  I  had  ever  feen  the  Gentleman’s 
Face,  a  virtuous  Lady,  fornetime  my  Patient, 
came  to  Town,  on  pur  pole  to  implore  his  help; 
and  calling  on  me,  would  not  be  fatisfied  un¬ 
til  I  had  (offered  my  felf  to  be  prevailed  with 
to  accompany  her  to  Colonel  Weldons ,  where 
Mr.  GreatraFs  then  was,  who,  at  Grit  Sight, 
very  frankly  declared  him  felf  to  he  cheerfully 
willing  to  gratifie  all  Do&ors  in  their  Requdts  ; 
and  thereupon,  though  he  had  been  at  hard 
Labour  mioft  part  of  the  Day,  and  had  fuffici- 
entCaufe  (as  the  By*ltanders  faid)  to  be  through¬ 
ly  wearied,  he  bellowed  a  full  half  Hour  on 
this  infirm  Lady,  gently  rubbing  her  Head, 
Neck,  Arms,  and  Back,  her  benumrn’d  Leg  and 
Foot,  as  I  had  before  directed  him,  the  Lady’s 
Woman  and  another  affifting  to  put  off  her 
Cloaths,  and  to  put  them  on  ;  which  when  he 
had  done,  he  ingemiouDy  told  me  and  the  Gen¬ 
tleman  that  attended  the  Lady,  that  he  con¬ 
ceived  himfelf  unable  to  do  her  any  confidera- 
ble  good,  Dead  Failles  on  the  left  Side,  feldott! 
giving  Place  to,  or  being  helped  by  the  Appli¬ 
cation  of  his  Hands;  but  if  fire  pleafed  to  come 
to  him,  he  would  freely  afford  her  his  pains, 
which  he  did  once  or  twice  afterwards,  to  the5 
great  and  only  fatis'faftion  of  her  Mind,  the 
Succefs,  as  to  her  Body,  hitherto  complying 
with  his  Prediction.  Notwithftandingl  mutt  needs 
confefs  1  then  obferved  Grange  things  perform¬ 
ed  by  him,  enough  to  puzzle  a  Granger  Head- 
piece  than  mine,  though  not  to  fatisfie  my  Cu- 
riofitVj  which  being  pufhed  on  by  the  Contents 

of 
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of  your  Letter,  and  eagerly  hurried  with  an 
earneft  defire  of  feeing  (as  you  had  clone)  Agues 
cured  with  eafie  Fri&ions,  hath  ever  fince  in¬ 
duced  me  to  improve  all  my  Leifure  in  obferv- 
ing  Mr.  GredtraJis  his  Cures  or  Operations,  the 
like  whereof  (’tis  prefumed)  will  hardly  be  found 
in  any  Author.  I  have  lately  fpoken  with  Mr. 
Buts,  ofte  of  thole  Servants  you  mention,  who 
had  the  good  Fortune  to  lofe  their  Kentifh  Agues 
by  the  Contact  and  Stroking  of  this  wondrous 
Man’s  Hand  ;  he  tells  me,  his  Fellow-fervant 
continues  at  Work  in  your  Saltern  in  Kent : 
that  both  of  them  have  flood  found  thefe  two 
Months,  their  Agues  never  attempting  to  re¬ 
coil  upon  them  :  I  have  alfo  had  Confe¬ 
rences  with  divers  eminent  and  worthy  Divines, 
inferior  to  few  for  Parts,  Piety,  and  Learning, 
who  acknowledge  and  affirm  themfelves  to  have 
received  Help  and  Cure  from  his  Hand  and 
Spittle,  of  fuch  Diftempers  in  their  own  Bo¬ 
dies  as  had  eluded  the  mofl  exquifite  Methods 
of  Phyfick,  and  the  belt  Remedies  that  could 
be  preferibed  or  adminiftred  to  them  in  their 
particular  Cafes,  by  the  moft  skilful  and  expe¬ 
rienced  Artifts. 

I  minded  very  heedfully  his  Comportment  to¬ 
wards  the  Lady  that  fir  ft  brought  me  to  him, 
and  likewife  towards  many  others  fince  that 
time,  and  have  always  obferved  it  to  be  very 
comely,  grave,  and  difpaffionate.  I  copld  not 
perceive,  nor  learn  from  others,  that  he  u- 
fed  any  Form  of  Words,  either  immediately 
before,  or  during  the  Time  he  lays  his  Hands 
on  any  Perfon  *,  but  when  he  hath  done,  ’tis 
familiar  with  him  (his  Hands  and  Eyes  lift  up¬ 
wards)  to  repeat  the  Ejaculation  mentioned  by 
Dean  Ruft,  varied  now  and  then  a  little, 

God  Almighty  heal ,  or  help,  or  ftrengthen  ydv >  or 
thee*)  for  Jefus  faks}  or,  his  Mercies  fake  j  and 
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to  thofe  who  thankfully  tell  him  they  find  eafe 
or  benefit,  he  always  replies,  The  Lord's  Name 
he  praifed ,  or,  Give  God  the  Praife.  it  is  agreed 
by  all  who  have  had  Opportunities  of  frequent 
Converfe  with  him,  that  he  appears  to  be  a 
Man  of  a  free,  generous,  and  open  Temper, 
courteous,  and  debonaire,  without  any  thing  of 
Affedation  or  Refervednefs,  of  fingular  Patience, 
and  Tender*  hearted nefs  towards  all  Perfons  in 
Pain  or  Trouble,  and  one  who  declares  hirofelf, 
in  Word  and  Deed,  to  be  a  true  Loyal  Subjed 
to  his  Prince,  and  an  hearty  Lover  of  thofe  in 
prefent  Service  at  Sea.  or  Land,  as  hath  been 
often  manifefted,  by  his  preferring  Seamen  and 
Soldiers,  who  applied  themfelves  to  him  for 
Help,  and  eafe  of  their  Aches,  Pains,  and  Lame- 
nefs,  to  others  of  much  higher  Rank  and  Qua¬ 
lity.  And  indeed,  1  law  not  one  of  thefe  poor 
Perfons,  who  had  been  rendred  ufelefs  for  pre¬ 
fent  Service,  through  their  Pains  contraded  by 
Heats  and  Cold?5  but  went  away,  after  flroking, 
very  well  plea  fed,  with  a  pro  felled  Enjoyment 
of  prefent  Eafe,  and  Refolution  of  repairing 
fpeedily  to  the  refpedive  Ship  or  Colours  where- 
unto  he  did  belong. 

1  (ball  only  in  (fa  nee  in  Jofeph  Warden,  a  flout 
Seaman,  belonging  to  the  Royal  Charles ,  who 
was  lent  on  Crutches  (as  you  may  remember) 
from  Sr.  Bartholomew's  Hofpital  to  Mr .Greatrak's, 
then  in  Chancery  Lane ,  and  complained  not  fo 
much  of  his  Pains,  though  thofe  he  affirmed  to 
be  very  grievous  in  his  Hip,  Thigh,  Ham,  and 
Ankle,  as  chat  he  (who  had  been  in  ail  former 
Engagements  againft  the  Batch )  fhould  now  be 
d i fabled  (if  I  may  ufe  his  own  Words)  to  have 
the  other  warm  Bout  with  them  :  Upon  which 
1  need  not  tcli  you  (being  there  prefent)  with 
what  Alacrity  and  Heartinefs  Mr.  Greatrak's  flro- 
ked  him,  i  think,  thrice  over  hom  his  Hip 

down- 
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downwards,  until  all  his  Pains  were  driven  out 
at  his  Toes  ends,  and  the  Man  walkt  luftily  too 
and  fro  in  the  Garden,  profefling  his  Appre- 
henfions  of  being  able  to  do  fo  for  io  Miles, 
and  carried  thofe  Crutches  one  while  in  his 
Hand,  another  while  triumphingly  upon  his 
fhoulders,  which  had  been  his  Supporters  thi¬ 
ther.  I  might  add  hereunto  fome  Soldiers  Names, 
who  came  from  the  Tower ,  and  out  of  the 
Guards,  as  well  as  the  Gunner  Benjamin  Hus - 
hint)  and  Ship-Carpenters,  and  others,  who,  for 
Lamenefs,  Deafnefs,  and  other  Infirmities,  have 
received  Benefit  by  his  Hand.  Robert  Furnace , 
the  noted  Tinker  of  Clerkenwell ,  his  Cure  is 
talked  of  all  over  the  Town  :  The  Crutches  on 
which  he  came  to  Mr.  GreatraVs  (and  he  had 
not  been  able  to  walk  without  Crutches  for  8 
Years  la  ft  paft)he  brought  in  his  Hand,  and  pre- 
fented  to  me,  after  he  had  been  ftrok’d  three 
or  four  times,  and  found  bimfelf  thereby  ena¬ 
bled  to  walk  without  them.  I  may  not  here 
omit  to  acquaint  you,  that  the  Honourable  Mr. 
Boyle  being  fometime  prefent  when  this  poor 
Man  was  under  Mr.  GreatraFs  Hands,  by  the 
Application  whereof  his  Pains  being  diflodged 
out  of  his  Hip,  and  driven  downwards  to  his 
Knee,  that  noble  Perfon  defeended  to  ftroke  the 
Tinker’s  Knee,  Leg,  and  Foot,  with  the  infide 
of  Mr.  Greatralfs  Glove,  and  fo  proceeded  to 
pnrfue  his  Pains  from  Place  to  Place,  until  they 
fled  quite  out  at  the  ends  of  his  Toes. 

Margery ,  the  Wife  of  the  abovenamed  Tinker, 
by  the  Application  of  Mr.  Greatrak's  Hand  to> 
her  Breaft,  Sides,  and  Bowels,  was  freed  from 
an  Ague,  which  flew  (as  fhe  faidj  fir  ft  to  her 
Throat,  next  out  at  her  Mouth,  making  her 
Tongue  and  Lips  extraordinary  Cold  in  its  Paf- 
fage,  which  were  obferved  to  be  fo  by  feme 
other  Perfons  as  well  as  my  fdf.  1  have  felt 
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(  68  ) 

the  Tongues  of  divers  others  wonderfully  cold, 
when  their  Ptyfick,  or  other  Pains,  have  given 
Place  to  his  Hand,  and  pafied  away  out  of  their 
Mouths.  John  Hayes^  Servant  to  Dr.  Worley ?  trou¬ 
bled  for  many  Years  with  ftoppage  of  Stomach, 
and  fhortnefs  of  Breathing,  being  ftroked  upon 
his  Bread:  and  Stomach,  voided  Wind  upward 
in  abundance,  infomuch  as  he  feared  to  be  cho^ 
ked  with  the  Violence  of  it  ;  but  when  that 
Belching  ceafed,  and  his  Tongue  (which  was 
then  as  cold  as  Ice)  had  been  touched  with  one 
of  Mr.  GreatraFs  Fingers,  he  profefled  himfelf 
to  be  very  well,  and  freed  (as  he  conceived)  of 
his  former  Diftempers. 

Ame  Eofe,  a  Widow,  in  the  Minories ,  trou¬ 
bled  with  a  Head-ach  for  twenty  Years,  fo 
grievous,  for  the  mod:  part,  by  her  relation,  as 
no  Tongue  was  able  to  exprefs  it,  whereby  her 
Life  was  become  a  Burthen  to  her*,  upon  Mr, 
GreatraFs  his  laying  his  Hand  on  her  Head,  and 
gently  rubbing  it,  the  Pains  removed  thence  in¬ 
to  her  Bread:  and  Stomach,  and  made  her  won¬ 
drous  faint  and  fick  ;  but  tbofe  Parts  being  ftro¬ 
ked,  die  was  immediately  put  into  a  tedious  fit 
of  Belching,  which  continued  the  fpace  of  an 
Hour  or  upwards,  and  that  being  over,  fhe  ex- 
prefled  her  felf  to  find  more  eafe  than  fhe  had 
done  for  20  Years  before,  and  that  fhe  was  then 
void  of  all  Pain,  to  her  unfpeakable  Joy  and 
Com  for  t.  It  would  be  endlefs  to  reckon  up 
what  I  have  feen  of  this  kind,  and  hold  it  more  ad- 
vifeable  to  break  off  here,  than  to  proceed  in  giv¬ 
ing  you  a  further  Trouble. 

Colonel  Henry  Sihthorpj  aged  feventv  and  eight 
Years,  or  thereabouts,  fo  Deaf,  that  his  Servants 
and  others  were  forced  to  fhouc  to  him,  had  the 
Hearing  of  one  Ear  fo  perfectly  reftcred,  that  he 
co  dd  hear  any  low  Word  or  Sound,  by  the  only 
Application  of  Mr.  GreatraFs  Bland  to  his  Head, 
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and  putting  his  Fingers  into  the  old  Gentleman*! 
Ears,  wherein  I  inftance,  the  like  happening  daily 
to  younger  Perfons. 

I  had  the  Honour  to  be  prelent  at  the  Experi¬ 
ment  made  by  the  Right  Honourable  the  Lord 
Vifcount  Falconbridge ,  upon  John  Jacomb ,  of  George - 
Ally  in  Southwark ,  whole  exquiiite  and  continual 
Pains,  by  the  gentle  Touch  and  ealie  Fri&ion  of 
Mr.  Greatrakys  Hand,  were  allured  out  of  his 
Arm  and  Shoulder  to  the  extreme  Joints  and  ends 
of  his  Fingers,  which  became  thereby  (as  the  Man 
affirmed)  devoid  of  Senfe,  benummed  and  deaded : 
Whereupon  his  Lordihip  thruft  a  Pin  of  about  an 
inch  long  almoft  to  the  Head,  into  one  of  his  Fin¬ 
gers,  his  Eyes  firft  clofe  covered,  without  the 
leaftlignof  the  Man’s  perception,  or  any  Blood 
appearing  when  the  pin  was  pulled  out :  He  then 
thruft  it  into  another  Finger,  as  deep  as  the  firft, 
and  ask’d  the  Man,  if  he  felt  nothing?  who  made 
anfwer,  that  he  could  not  tell  \  but  after  a  little 
Paufe,  faid,  he  thought  he  did  \  whereat  my 
Lord  admiring,  pulled  it  out  again,  and  Mr.  Grea<* 
trak’s  flightly  ftroked  the  Man’s  Fingers  twice  or 
thrice,  who  continued  hoodwink’d  \  afterwards 
the  Pin’s  Point  only  touching  one  of  his  Fingers 
ends,  he  fmartly  cried  out,  Oh,  you  prick  me, 
and  Blood  immediately  iflued  out  of  thofe  Places 
into  which  the  Pin  had  been  thruft :  The  Man 
profefled  himfelf  free  from  all  Pain,  and  may  be 
prefumed  to  have  continued  fo,  forafmuch  as  he 
was  bidden  by  Mr.  Greatrakys  to  come  again  if  he 
felt  the  leaft  Grudging,  with  Promife  of  ealie  ac- 
cefs  to  him,  and  affurance  of  Help  and  Eafe  }  but 
hath  never  appeared  fince. 

A  like  Experiment  was  tried  by  the  Reverend 
Do&or  Wilkins ,  upon  a  Woman  in  my  Houfe,  with 
fome  confiderable  Improvements ,  for  when  her 
Pains,  by  Mr.  Greatrakys  ftroking,  were  brought 
into  her  Fingers,  and  thofe  benummed  as  the  for¬ 
mer, 
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mer,  the  Do&or  endeavouring  by  rubbing  and 
pinching,  to  reduce  them  to  Senfe  and  Life  } 
which  when  he  had  continued  a  good  while,  he 
would  have  perfwaded  the  poor  Woman  that  her 
Fingers  were  freed  and  well,  which  when  fhe 
com  plain  in  gly  denied,  be  proceeded  to  prick  her 
Fingers,  but  without  her  Feeling,  or  Blood  fol¬ 
lowing,  until  her  Fingers  were  gently  ftroked, 
which  reftored  them  to  Senfe  and  Motion. 

I  might  add  hereunto  very  many  Inftances  of  the 
fame  Nature,  but  am  unwilling  to  be  tedious,  and 
lhall  therefore  referve  them  to  a  frefh  Opportu¬ 
nity,  together  with  a  Lift  of  near  One  Hun¬ 
dred  Perfons  Names,  who,  in  my  Hearing,  have 
profeffed  themfelves  helped  of  various  Diftem- 
pers,  by  the  Hands,  Urine,  and  Spittle  of  the 
faid  Mr.  GreatraFs. 

I  fhall  for  the  prefent  conclude  with  obferving 
to  you,  that  though  his  Hand"  had  little  or  none 
effeft  upon  the  Lady  that  firft  brought  me  to  him, 
yet  have  I  often  feen,  in  meaner  Perfons,  wonder¬ 
ful  Succefs  to  enfue  in  the  like  Cafe  :  As  in  Anne 
Shelley}  Jane  Farrington ,  and  Grace  White  :  the  laft 
whereof,  by  reafonofa  Palfieon  her  left  fide,  had 
been  difabled  for  five  Years  from  walking  without 
the  Support  of  another,  yet  after  4  or  5  times  ftro- 
king  fhe  confefTed  fhe  had  walk’d  two  Miles  at  one 
time,  without  any  Affiftance  or  Intermiffion.  I 
befeech  you,  pardon  the  length  of  this  Letter,  and 
continue  to  oblige, 

5  I  R, 

jlfay  5.  1 666.  Your  moft  faithful  and 

humble  Servant, 
James  Fair e clough % 
Captain 
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Captain  Owen5*  Letter  to  Mr.  Boyle* 
Mortlacky  May  4.  1 666. 

SIR, 

Upon  the  2 d  of  this  inftant,  (being  Wednefday ) 
I  had  taken  a  Purge,  which,  by  reafon  of  a 
fmall  Addition  more  than  I  did  formerly  ufe  to 
take,  did  work  very  violently  the  whole  Day,  at 
lead:  24  times.  I  could  eat  nothing  that  Day  nor 
Night,  only  drank  a  little  Mace-Ale.  I  refted  pret¬ 
ty  well  that  Night*,  but  when  Irofe  the  next 
Morning,  I  was  mightily  griped  in  my  Stomach  and 
Bowels,  with  much  Pain  I  went  up  and  down  an 
Hour  or  two,  and  when  nothing  would  eafe  me,  I 
refolved  to  lie  down  and  reft  myfelf^  and  going 
*0  take  fome  reft,  a  Friend  meets  me,  and  per- 
fwades  me  to  let  Mr.  Greatrak's  touch  my  Stomach 
and  Bowels ;  which  I  did  confent  unto,  (he  being 
in  my  Houfe  the  fame  time,  for  he  came  the  Night 
before)  and  I  obferved  when  he  firft  ftroked  me,  l 
was  immediately  without  Pain,  and  went  down 
from  my  Chamber  very  well, (as  1  thought)  with  in¬ 
tent  to  (hew  fome  Friends  that  came  to  fee  me, 
what  a  fudden  change  his  Hand  had  wrought:  But 
1  had  not  been  with  my  Friends  fix  Minutes,  but  l 
felt  a  fudden  change ,  for  I  had  many  Qualms  in 
my  Stomach,  which  forc’d  me  to  vomit  very 
much,  and  I  was  in  a  fweatall  over,  and  very  lick, 
and  fo  continued  half  an  Hour,  when  he  came  and 
ftroked  me  again,  which  caufed  me  to  vomit  the 
fecond  time,  and  then  I  took  a  little  reft  upon  my 
Bed  But  the  Pain  in  my  Stomach  was  fo  great, 
that  it  did  awake  me,  and  prefently  I  vomited  the 
third  time  }  which  Mr.  GreatraKs  hearing  (being 
in  the  next  Room)  came  to  me,  (l  being  exceed* 
ing  ill)  and  faid,  by  the  Bleffing  of  God,  this  will  do 
you  much  good,  I  will  ftroke  your  Head,  Bowels 
and  Stomach  once  more,  and  I  believe  you  will  do 
very  well  :  Which  when  he  had  done,  I  laid  me 

down 
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down  andrefted  well  for  an  Hour,  and  then  came 
from  my  Chamber  very  well,  and  went  abroad 
with  him  all  that  Afternoon.  I  have  one  thing 
more  only  to  add.  That  I  was  in  a  great  Sweat  all 
the  Time,  and  do  believe,  and  found  molt  appa¬ 
rently,  that  by  the  Stroke  of  his  Hand,  all  the 
fharp  Matter  which  the  Purge  had  ftirr’d,  and 
could  not  carry  away  downwards,  was  that  which 
caufed  fo  much  Pain,  and  was  brought  away  by 
vomiting. 

Your  Honours  humble  Servant, 

John  Owen* 


Mr*  Sibley^  Letter  to  Captain  Owen. 

$  J  R7 

THIS  Is  to  fatisfie  yon  concerning  the  flrange 
Effe&s  the  Stroking  of  Mr.  GreatraVs  Hand 
did  work  upon  me  the  third  of  March  lad:,  at  Sir 
George  Watermans  :  But  firfl,  I  will  let  you  know 
how  I  was.  For  8  Years  pad  I  had  been  troubled 
with  the  Ftyfici I,  a  Cough  of  the  Lungs,  and  a  great 
Stoppage  at  the  Stomach,  infomuch  that  I  could 
not  walk  the  length  of  our  Shop,  or  go  up  a  pair 
of  Stairs  without  much  trouble,  and  many  times 
have  been  fain  to  be  helped  to  my  Bed,  and  in  fog¬ 
gy  mifty  Weather,  I  have  been  forced  to  be  fet 
upright  in  my  Bed  with  Pillows,  and  fo  to  deep  ; 
my  want  of  Breath  was  fo  much,  that  when  1 
went  abroad  I  did  reel  like  a  Man  in  Drink,  that  I 
was  afhamed  of  my  felf ;  and  when  it  was  fo  that 
I  had  been  ftroked  by  him,  which  was  on  the  Sa¬ 
turday  Night  about  eleven  of  the  Clock,  upon  his 
Immediate  ftroking  I  was  ready  to  fwound,  and 
was  in  a  very  great  Sweat  all  over  my  Body,  and  in 
much  burning  all  over,  excepting  my  Tongue,  and 
that  was  exceeding  cold  *,  infomuch  that  I  conti¬ 
nued  in  that  Sweat  from  eleven  of  the  Clock  on 


Saturday  Night,  being  the  third  of  March?  till  Sun ~ 
day  Morning  the  next  Day  at  ten  of  the  Clock  : 

And 
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And  this  I  teflifie  under  my  own  Hand  (bleffed  be 
God)  this  very  Day,  being  in  perfed  Health,  May 
5.  1 666. 

Nathaniel  Sibley* 

This  Relation  I  had  from  himfelf  feveral  times 
before  he  now  fent  it  me  in  Writing  :  He  lives  in 
Caletnan-ftreet m,  his  Age  is  24  Years. 

John  Owen . 


Dr*  Faireclough5*  and  Dr.  Faber’/  Tefiimony. 

April  19.  1 666. 

SArah  T ujfly ,  Servant  to  Mr.  John  Pryde ,  at  the 
Red-Crofs  nigh  Effex-gate  in  the  Strand ,  trou¬ 
bled  with  a  violent  Head»ach  every  Day  more  or 
lefs  for  7  Years  j  upon  Mr.  Greatrafis  (broking  her 
Head,  ihe  fell  a  Belching,  which  continued  for  two 
Hours  and  upwards,  he  now  and  then  applying 
his  Hand  to  her  Bread,  &c.  whereupon  (he  was 
freed  from  all  Pains,  though  her  Tongue  was  at 
times  as  cold  as  Lead,  during  this  Procefs*,  and 
now  declares  her  felf  more  free  from  any  manner 
of  Pain  than  fhe  has  been  thefe  9  Years. 


Before  us 


Eho.  Kenian ,  Gent. 
Alb .  Otto  Faber ,  Med. 
J.  Fairecloughj  M.  D. 
W.  Smith ,  Chir. 


Sarah  Taffiy* 


Dr.  Faireclough’/  and  Dr.  Faber’/  Tefiimony* 
ryi  H  E  S  E  are  to  certifie,  That  the  Son  of  Mn 
George  Claire ,  Grocer,  in  Grace  Church- fir eet9 
London ,  being  about  6  Years  old,  having  been 
troubled  with  an  Impofthume  in  his  Bowels,  and 
with  continual  Pain,  was  much  wafted  for  above 
two  Years*,  and  all  Means  proving  inefFedual,  he 
was  brought  to  Mr.  GreatraFs ,  who  in  tnree 
times  (broking,  brought  the  Humour  to  fuch  ripe- 
nefs  in  the  Thigh,  near  the  Groin,  that  upon  a  lit¬ 
tle  Indlion^  there  came  forth  above  a  Pint  of  cor- 

jfe.  t  opted 
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rupted  Matter,  to  the  great  Eafe  and  Benefit  of  the 
Child,  April  19.  1 666. 

In  the  Prefence  of  J.  Fair t ctough ,  M.  D. 

jilbertus  Otto  Faber7  M*  D« 
&  Medians  Regius  Exer- 
citus  Suecici . 

Mr.  Squibb’*  Letter  to  Mr. Boreman. 

SIR , 

WHereas  you  are  pleafed  to  enquire  after  the 
Cure  by  God’s  means  done  upon  me,  by  the 
Stroking  of  my  Head  by  Mr.  Greatrafds  7  Thefe  are 
throughly  to  inform  you,  That  being  violently 
troubled  with  an  excefiive  Pain  of  the  Head,  that  I 
had  hardly  flept  fix  Hours  in  fix  Days  and  Nights, 
and  taken  but  very  little  of  Sultenance  in  that  time} 
and  that  being  but  touch'd  by  him,  I  immediately 
found  eafe,  and  (thanks  be  to  God)  do  continue  ve¬ 
ry  Well  }  and  do  further  fatisfie  you,  that  the  Ri¬ 
gour  of  the  Pain  had  put  me  into  a  high  Fever, 
which  immediately  ceafcd  with  my  Head-ach 
And  do  likewife  further  inform  you,  that  a  Ser¬ 
vant  being  touch’d  for  the  fame  Pain,  that  had  con¬ 
tinued  upon  him  for  Twelve  Years  laft  pail,  he 
touch'd  him  in  the  Forehead,  and  the  Pain  went 
backward;,  and  that  but  by  his  {broking  upon  the 
outfideof  his  Gloaths,  the  Pain  came  down  to,  and 
out  of  his  Foot:  The  Party  continues  itill  well. 
Thefe  Cures  were  wrought  about  three  Weeks 
before  Eajler .  And  thus  much  I  allure  you  to  be 
true,  from  him  that  is 

4 

Govern-  G nr  den ,  A pr.  20,  Y our  Friend 

1666.  at  my  Lady 

Ferncy s,  the  Place  of  and  Servant, 

my  Refidence. 

Edm .  Squibb. 

And 
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And  further,  for  your  fatisfa&ion  I  muft  tell 
yon,  that  the  very  Day  of  the  Date  hereof,  by  acci¬ 
dent,  I  met  with  Mr.  Greatrak’s  at  Mr.  Starheys ,  a 
Stationer  near  the  Middle-Temple  gate,  where,  to 
my  very  great  Admiration,  he  cured  two  Perfons 
of  the  Ptyfick  :  The  Manner  of  it  makes  me 
give  it  that  Term,  (though,  I  muft  confefs,  as  a 
Gentleman  and  a  Chrifcian,  all  that  he  does  are  to 
be  miraculoufiy  admired,  in  my  weak  Opinion.) 
Thefe  Perfons  unftripping  both  their  Bofoms,  he 
applies  himfelf  to  his  Way  of  Curing,  and  told  me 
in  the  Prefence  of  Sir  Anthony  Morgan,  Mr.  Star- 
key,  and  many  other  ftanders  by,  that  he  would 
bring  the  Ptyfick  out  of  their  Stomachs  into  their 
Tongues,  and  that  their  Tongues  fhould  be  as  cold 
as  Ice  :  Which  I,  and  the  reft  of  the  Company, 
found  to  be  true  ^  for  laying  my  Finger  upon 
their  Tongues,  1  found  it  to  be  true  what  he  had 
faid  *,  and  away  they  went  (after  his  touching  of 
their  Tongues)  well,  and  praifingGsd.  Their  In¬ 
firmities  were  fo  great,  that  in  a  manner,  they  went 
double  in  the  Breaft. 

April  20.  1 666.  Edm.  Squibb* 

This  Atteftation  was  owned  and  confirmed  26 
g\pr*  1 666.  in  Prefence  of 

J.  Fairedongh,  M.  D. 

Arthur  Squibb  Qxonien.  M»  A, 

Mr- Wolrich  aChirurgeon  his  Letter  to  yl/r.Greatrak’s. 

Ratcliff,  April  id.  1 666. 

Mr.  Greatrak's, 

AK  D  by  me  refpe&ed  for  your  trouble  with 
my  Wife,  for  which  I  return  you  many 
thanks,  and  heartily  wifb  I  might  any  Way  be  ca¬ 
pable,  whilft  1  have  Life,  to  manifeft  my  acknow¬ 
ledgment,  which  to  endeavour,  I  now’  having  had 
my  Eyes  and  Ears  my  Witneffes,  if  my  genius  fail 
jne  not,  (hall  both  by  Tongue  and  Pen,  which  haply 

K  2  VOi 


. . C  if ) 

you  may  fee,  be  in  Confutation  of  the  Patties  your 
abufers.  Sir,  1  give  God  praife,  my  Wife,  now  in 
a  very  fine  Condition,  prefents  her  refpe&s  to  you  ; 
and  as  1  would  not  willingly  be  worfe  than  my 
Word  to  the  Doftor,  whole  Name,  I  think,  is 
Fairecloughj  I  defire  you  to  let  him  know  this  un¬ 
derwritten  :  That  my  Wife  having  had  a  great 
Pain  in  her  Stomach  and  Head  forne  Years,  in 
which  time  fhe  hath  not  wanted  the  Endeavours  of 
able  Do&ors  and  Chirurgeons,  for  all  which,  her 
Pain  increafed  fo  high,  that  this  laft  fix  Months  (he 
was  not  able  to  go  about  her  Chamber,  but  all  Peo¬ 
ple  expe&ed  her  departing  this  Life  daily.  I  be¬ 
ing  gone  toherDo&or,  who  is  of  Note,  (it  was  a- 
bout  three  Weeks  ago,)  you  by  good  Fortune  came 
to  a  Neighbour’s  Houfe  of  mine,  (Captain  Wildy :) 
fhe  being  informed,  having  a  great  defire,  was  ra¬ 
ther  carried,  than  to  fay  went  that  little  Way*, 
but  by  the  Bleffing  of  God,  through  your  Endea¬ 
vours,  that  Night  fhe  came  to  meet  me  as  far  as 
Bell-Wharf ’  very  cheerfully.  This  lad  Week  fhe 
was  twice  with  you  at  Lincolns- Inn-fields^  and,to  the 
Glory  of  God,  and  her  Comfort,  \  hope,  is  freed 
from  her  Pains.  Sir,  no  Dodor  could  or  ever  did 
tell  any  thing,  but  that  her  Diftemper  was  Vapours, 
that  afeended  from  her  Stomach  ,  but  now,  I  hope3 
fhe  will  need  no  more  fuch  Anfwers*,  which  is  the 
prayers  of  me^  who  fubferibe  my  felf, 

SIR , 

Yours  obliged, 

Richard  Wolrich ,  Chirurgeom 

Mr.  Con?bb  Letter  to  Sir  Nathaniel  Hobart. 

Honoured  Shy 

W  Hereas  you  delire  to  be  informed  by  me  of  a 
Cure  begun  and  perfe&ed  by  Falenttne  Grea « 
trak  s,  Elq-,  in  Obedience  to  your  Command,  you 
have  the  Verity  of  it  as  followed!,  viz..  About  four 
Years  fmee^  I  received  a  Mitapon  my  right  Leg, 

in 
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in  the  fmall  thereof,  by  the  ftriking  of  the  Skin* 
which,  by  near  two  Years,  being  under  feveral  Chi- 
rurgeons  Hands,  was  made  a  very  defperate  Sore,  I 
enduring  all  that  time  the  very  Extremity  ofMi- 
fery  and  Pain,  and  fo  remained  utterly  defponding 
of  any  Hope  of  Cure,  until  fuch  time  as  theafore- 
faid  Mr.  Greatrak’sy  on  Thurfday  the  1 6th  inftant, 
touched  and  ftroked  the  fame,  it  being  then  very 
fiery  and  ulcerous  •,  the  Pain  removed  it  felf,  and 
fell  part  thereof  into  the  great  Toe  of  my  left  Foot, 
and  other  part  into  the  little  Toe  of  my  right 
Foot,  and  now,  praifed  be  the  Almighty,  the 
Cure  thereof  is  perfected,  to  the  Admiration  of  all 
my  Neighbours,  and  the  unexpreflible  Comfort  of, 
molt  worthy  Sir, 

April  24.  1666. 

From  my  Lodging  Your  W  or  (hip’s  molt 
in  Jerufalem-Ally  in 

the  Parifh  of  St.  humble  Servant, 

Rennet' S  Grace- 

Church.  Anthony  Combs . 

Prefent  when  the  Cure  was  done  on  Anthony  Combs, 
Nathaniel  Hobart ,  Knight,  Mafter  of  the  Chancery . 
Richard  Hals . 

W.  Smithy  Baronet. 

J.  Faireclougby  M.  D. 

Mr.  Hawkin’/  Letter » 

S  /  R, 

I  Underhand  you  have  a  defire  to  be  fatisfied  by 
fome  that  have  had  Experience  of  the  great 
Benefit  and  Help  they  have  received  by  the  Touch 
of  Mr.  Valentine  Greatrak's,  which,  to  fatisfie  you 
of,  I  take  boldnefs  to  give  you  this  Account.  I 
was  taken  with  a  great  Pain  in  my  Hip,  about  feven 
Years  of  Age,  which  fo  continued  till  this  prefent 
Airily  the  14 th  Day,  1 666.  which  is  above  18 
Years*,  in  which  time  there  have  been  many  Ways 

fought 
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fought  for  help  ;  I  was  once  a  Patient  to  Do&or 
Barker  of  Newbury ,  in  the  County  of  Berks,  very 
eminent :  I  was  alfo  a  Patient  to  Dodor  Pavie  of 
the  Devizes ,  in  the  County  of  Wilts,  an  eminent 
Phyfician  alfo  ;  and  by  the  Advice  of  both  thefe 
Dodors  I  went  to  the  Bath ,  and  received  fome  eafe; 
but  the  Spring  following,  the  Pain  came  again, 
upon  which  they  judged  it  the  Sciatica,  and  there¬ 
fore  made  1  fines  in  my  Leg,  but  all  to  little  effed, 
for  my  Pain  ftill  continued;  but  when  I  was 
touch’d  by  Mr .GreatraFs,  my  Pain  went  immediate¬ 
ly  out  of  my  Hip  into  my  Knee,  which  put  me  to 
great  Pain,  thence  his  touch  removed  it  into  my 
Anckle,  and  thence  into  my  great  Toe,  which  cau- 
fed  it  to  look  very  black,  and  with  one  more 
touch  he  caufed  it  to  pafs  under  my  Nail,  and  fo 
k  went  quite  away;  fince  which,  1  have  been  well, 
and  have  walked  five  Miles  in  the  City  in  one 
Day  without  Pain,  and  have  alfo  fiept  upon  that 
Hip  where  the  Sciatica  was,  v/ithout  any  trouble, 
which  in  many  Years  before  I  had  not  done.  In 
witnefs  whereof  1  make  bold  to  fubfcribe  my 
Name, 

John  Hawkins ,  of  Tharham , 
This  Cure  was  per-  in  the  County  of  Bucks, 
formed  in  the  Pre¬ 
fence  of 

John  Patrick ,  Minifter  of  Batterfea* 

Jho.  Bromley ,  Gentleman. 

JHr*  Floydb  Certificate • 

William ,  the  Son  of  Gabriel  Floyd  the  Elder, 
inhabiting  in  the  Parifli  of  'Long- ft  oh,  in 
the  County  of  Southampton,  having  a  Difeafein  his 
Nofe,  called  the  King's- Evil,  which  he  hath  had  a- 
bout  two  Years;  fince  which  time  it  began,  con¬ 
tinually  iffued  forth  bloody  Corruption,  his  Face 
and  Lips  often  fwelling  and  falling,  by  which  Dj? 

Item  per 
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ftemper  he  loft  one  of  his  Eyes,  and  the  other 
Very  near  loft :  The  faid  William  Floyd  coming  to 
London  to  Mr.  Valentine  GreatrakC  sy  was  touched 
by  him,  March  1 666.  the  next  Morning  the 

faid  Boy  coming  again  to  Mr.  GreatraFs ,  the  Eye 
that  was  fo  near  decayed,  was  much  reftored,  and 
his  Nofe  likewife^  and  having  fince  been  touched 
thrice  more  by  the  faid  Mr.  GreatraVs,  is  now  fo 
well  recovered  in  his  Sight,  that  he  can  fee  the 
fmalleft  Pin  upon  the  Ground,  the  Swelling  in  his 
Face  and  Lip  very  much  abated,  and  the  iffuing 
in  his  Nofe  abfolutely  ftopt*,  his  Father  before, 
having  fruitlefiy  made  ufe  of  all  Means  to  be  had 
for  this  his  Son,  who,  by  the  Blefting  of  God,  and 
the  Touch  of  the  faid  Mr.  GreatraFsy  is  reftored, 
to  his  own  eafe,  and  his  Friends  great  Satisfaction, 
as  appeared  to  many  more,  particularly  to  me, 
who  am  his  Father,  who  hereto  fubfcribe, 

Gabriel  Floy  do 

We,  the  undernamed,  have  fubfcribed  our 
Karnes  to  the  Truth  of  the  abovefaid  Relation, 
being  prefen t  when  the  faid  W,  Floyd  was  cured* 
John  Pinckney . 

George  Weldon . 

John  Dugdale . 

Mrs .  Frances  Readb  Certificate . 

SIR , 

WHereas  you  defire  an  Account  of  fonie  of 
thofe  great  Cures  performed  by  Mr.  Grea - 
trak1  sy  in  order  thereunto,  I  do  here  certifie,That 
I  have  been  prefent  when  he  performed  divers  ve¬ 
ry  great  Cures  *,  and  particularly,  1  my  felf  having 
laboured  under  a  fad  and  violent  Pain  of  the 
Head-ach,  for  three  Years  together,  and  never 
could  have  any  Eafe  during  all  that  Time,  any 
longer  than  whilft  I  was  holding  it  with  my  Hand, 

and 
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and  during  that  time,  nfed  all  probable  Meafl^ 
without  any  Benefit,  came  to  this  Gentleman,  Mr* 
GreatraFs>  who,  (God  be  praifed)  in  twice  ftroking, 
cured  me  perfectly,  three  Weeks  fince,  fo  fully, 
as  I  have  not  felt  the  feait  Pain  fioce.  He  ftroked 
my  Head,  and  the  Pain  flew  through  my  Body  in¬ 
to  my  Knees,  fo  violently,  that  it  made  me  cry 
out  with  the  Extremity  of  the  Pain,  and  fo  re¬ 
moved  from  place  to  place  until  l  felt  it  no  more, 
Now,  if  any  Perfons  delire  further  Satisfaction 
concerning  this  Cure  performed  on  me,  by  God’s 
Bleffing,  let  them  repair  to  Mrs.  Read? s  Houfe,  the 
next  Door  to  the  Dukeh-  He  ad ,  at  the  hither  end 
of  the  Tall-  Mall,  and  I  fhall  be  very  ready  to  give 
all  fatisfa&ion  herein.  Witnefs  my  Hand, 

April  <5.  1 666* 

Frances  Read* 

The  foregoing  Certificate  of  Mrs.  Ready  was 
Signed  in  the  Prefence  of  us,  who  were  both  of  us 
Spe&ators  when  thofe  forefaid  Pains  flew  fo  vio¬ 
lently  about  the  abovenamed  Frances  Ready  and 
when  fire  was  cured.  Witnefs, 

George  Weldon . 

VA  Smith7  Baronet. 

Mr*  Stepping’*  Certificate . 

NAthaniel  Stepping*  a Gardiner  in  Hogfdeny  had 
a  great  and  painful  Swelling  in  his  Knee, 
ot  two  Years  continuance  *,  after  the  Application 
of  Mr.  GreatraFs  Hand,  (in  an  Hours  time)  he 
found  that  the  Pain  was  difperfed  into  feveral 
Parts  of  his  Body,  particularly  his  Arms  and  Hips, 
and  moft  of  his  joints :  He  was  wont  to  be  bound 
in  his  Body,  but  the  fame  Night  wherein  he  was 
touched,  and  the  next  Day,  and  for  a  whole  Week 
afterwards,  he  became  loofe,  and  went  to  {tool  i 
or  3  times  in  a  Day  \  which  was  very  extraordina¬ 
ry  in  him,  who  heretofore  Was  conftantly  coftive* 

Tbs 
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The  next  Morning  the  Swelling  aflwaged  very  con*' 
fiderably,  and  the  Pain  vanifhed,  having  firft  im¬ 
mediately  been  removed  out  of  his  Knee  into  the 
Calf  of  his  Leg  ;  at  4  Days  end,  the  Pain  of  his 
Head  abated,  and  in  a  Weeks  time  was  perfectly 
gone.  Witnefs  his  Hand, 

Attefted  by  himfelf, 

May  10.  1 666.  Nathaniel  Stepping* 

In  Prefence  of 

J.  Faireclongh ,  M.  D. 

Henry  Fierce ,  Rett,  de  Shaw,  in  Comitatii  Berks. 
Ezechtel  Foxcroft ,  A.  M. 

Mr.  Nicholfon’j  Certificate. 

I  Anthony  Nicholfon  of  Cambridge ,  Book-feller, 
have  been  afflided  fore  with  Pains  all  over  my 
Body,  for  three  and  twenty  Years  la  ft  paft;  have 
had  Advice  and  belt  Directions  of  all  the  Doctors 
there ;  have  been  at  the  Bath  in  SomerfetJhirej 
and  been  at  above  one  Hundred  Pound  expence  to 
procure  Eafe,  or  aCureofthefe  Pains;  and  have 
found  all  the  Means  I  could  be  advifed  or  directed 
to,  ineffectual  for  either,  till  by  the  Advice  of  Dr. 
Benjamin  Whichcot  and  Dean  Rufl^  l  applied  my  felt 
to  Mr.  GreatraJds  for  help,  upon  Saturday  was  fe- 
ven-night,  being  the  latter  end  of  March ,  who 
then  ftroked  me;  upon  which  I  was  very  much 
worfe,  and  enforced  to  keep  my  Bed  for  5  or  6 
Days  :  but  then  being  ftroked  twice  fince,  by  the 
Bleffing  of  God  upon  Mr.  GreatraVs  Endeavours, 
I  am  perfectly  eas’d  of  all  Pains,  and  very  healthy 
and  ftrong,  infomuch  as  I  intend  (God  willing)  to 
return  home  towards  Cambridge  tomorrow  Morn¬ 
ing,  though  I  was  fo  Weak,  as  I  was  neceftitated  to 
be  brought  up  in  Mens  Arms,  on  Saturday  la  ft,  a- 
bout  eleven  of  the  Clock,  to  Mr.  GreatraVs.  At¬ 
tefted  by  me  this  tenth  Day  of  Aprils  1 666,  1  had 

alfo  an  hard  Swelling  in  mylefc  Arm*  whe  reby  l 
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was  difabled  from  tiling  it}  which  being  taken 
out  by  the  faid  Mr.  Greatrak's ,  I  am  perfectly 
freed  of  all  Pain,  and  the  Ufe  thereof  wholly 

reflated. 


Anthony  Nicholfon* 


In  the  Prefence  of 


Andr.  Marvell* 
Ja.  Faireclough . 
Tho.  Aiured . 
Tho.  Pooley. 

W*  Popple. 


I 


Dorothy  Pocockb  Certificate. 

Orothy ,  the  Wife  of  John  Pocock ,  of  Chively 9 


JL/  in  the  County  of  Berks ,  aged  45,  had  a 
Tumour  began  in  her  Breaft  about  Aagufi  166%. 
which,  in  the  beginning  of  April  1 666.  was 
grown  as  big  as  a  large  Pullet’s  Egg,  and  con¬ 
ceived  by  fundry  Phyfieians  and  Chirurgeons  to 
be  a  Cancer,  and  no  other  Way  of  Curing  It 
than  by  cutting  out*,  was  ftroked  twice  by  Mr. 
Greatrak's ,  and  after  the  fecond  time,  the  Tu¬ 
mour  was  grown  fofter,  fo  that  he  opened  it, 
and  out  thereof  flowed  a  great  Quantity  of  con- 
coffed  Matter}  and  after  that,  by  gentle  ftro- 
king,  Mr.  Greatrak's  brought  forth  the  Bag  where¬ 
in  the  Matter  had  lyen,  out  of  the  final!  Ori¬ 
fice  }  and  (he  profeiTes  her  felf  to  be  very  well 
of  her  Breaft,  and  alfo  to  be  freed  of  a  great 
Pain  which  (he  had  had  in  her  Arm  and 
Shoulder  for  the  Space  of  S  Months  lalt  pa  ft* 
April  10.  1 656. 


In  Prefence  of 


Dorothy  Pocock • 


Andr .  Marvel* 
J.  Faireclowh . 

*  0,  o> 

1  ho.  A’ured. 
Tho.  Poole y. 


Mr* 


TH  E  S  E  are  to  certifie,  That  whereas  I  had 
been  daily  troubled  with  the  Head-ach, 
more  or  lefs,  for  full  three  Years  together,  hard¬ 
ly  a  Day  omitted,  efpecially  when  after  Riding, 
I  was  molt  infufferably  tormented  *,  I  have  by 
God's  great  BlefTing  (ever  fince  Mr.  Valentine 
Greatrak’s  touched  me  in  his  Highnefs  Prince  Ru¬ 
pert's  Chamber)  been  very  well,  and  free  from 
any  thing  of  the  Head«ach;  and  fince  my  be¬ 
ing  ftroked,  I  have  rid  from  Dover  to  London 
in  ten  Hours.  Given  under  my  Hand  and  Seal, 
this  27th  Day  of  March ,  1666. 

I  fuppofe  from  the  Time  I  received  this  Be¬ 
nefit  to  this  Day  above-written,  is  full  three 
Weeks. 


Thomas  Langhame . 


Mrs.  Smith’s  Certificate . 

MA  RT3  the  Wife  of  Arthur  Smithy  Mercer,  at 
the  Lyon  within  Ludgatey  aged  23.  troubled 
with  a  great  and  continued  Pain  in  her  Fore¬ 
head  for  the  Space  of  ten  Years,  notwithftand- 
ing  the  Ufe  of  the  bed:  Phyfcians,  and  moft 
excellent  Remedies,  to  her  Parents  great  Coil  *, 
about  the  latter  end  of  March  1 66{  applied  her 
felf  to  Mr.  GreatraFs ,  who  laid  his  Hand  upon 
her  Forehead,  whereby  the  Pain  removed  into 
the  hinder  Part  of  her  Head  and  Neck,  thence 
to  the  Crown  of  her  Head,  and  from  thence 
into  her  Cheek,  where  it  continued  fwelled,  un¬ 
til  fhe  was  again  ftroked  in  that  Part  the 
Day  following  *,  whereupon  the  Swelling  and 
Pain  vanilhed,  and  never  troubled  her  any  more. 
Attefted  this  firft  of  Mayy  1 666. 


In  Prefence  of 
J.  F air  e  do  ugh)  M.  D. 


f  1  J.  v  JLC  y  £  f  ft 

Mother  of  the  Party. 

Mr* 


Mary  Smith . 
Anne  Mtyerny 


L  2 
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Mrs.  Meyern,  of  Ludgate-hill,  her  Certificate! 
np  HES  E  may  certifie,  That  my  Daughter^ 
JL  Mrs.  Anne  Waring,  having  had  a  foreBreaft, 
which  had  feveral  Holes  in  it,  for  the  fpace  of 
14  Weeks y  by  Mr .  GreatraVs  Afliftance,  fhe  was 
perfeftly  recovered  in  a  Months  fpace.  In  witnefs 
hereof,  I  have  fet  to  rny  Hand, 

Anne  Meyern* 


London ,  the  4 th  of  May ,  1 666* 

Captain  Owen, 

SI  R,  I  underhand  that  you  are  acquainted 
with  Mr.  Valentine  GreatraVs ,  with  whom  it 
was  my  fortune  to  be  with  at  Worcefter ,  where 
I  received  very  great  Benefit  from  him  for  my 
Diftemper  of  the  Gout,  having  lain  about  three 
JY  oaths  before  very  Lame,  and  in  great  Mifery, 
in  Here  for  AJhire  j  but  lince  I  came  to  London , 
have  been  much  troubled  with  it  again  :  My 
humble  Requeft  is,  that  you  will  afford  me  your 
Afififtance  to  get  once  more  to  him,  which  I 
final!  be  exceeding  thankful  to  you,  if  you  will 
be  pleafed  to  give  your  felf  the  Trouble  to 
fend  a  Mefienger  to  me,  whom  I  (hall  thankfully 
pay,  1  being  verily  perfwaded  that  I  fhall  re¬ 
ceive  further  Benefit  from  him,  having  beheld 
fucb  miraculous  Cures  that  he  did  at  Worcefter  ; 
as  the  Gout,  and  the  Falling- ficknefs,  Wens, 
and  reftoring  the  Blind  and  the  Lame,  with  ma¬ 
ny  other  Cures,  which,  if  1  had  not  feen,  I 
fhould  not  have  credited  }  and  likewife  many 
more  in  thofe  Parts  can  teftifie  the  fame  Bene¬ 
fit  I  have  received.  Sir,  1  have  not  elfe  to  trou¬ 
ble  you  with,  not  doubting  but  you  will  endea¬ 
vour  to  grant  my  Requeft,  in  the  Performance 
of  which  you  will  infinitely  oblige 

Your  loving  Friend  and 

Servant,  to  command, 
Richard  Whit  tall  of  Tower -Wharf* 

Mr* 


Mr.  Whktall  came  to  my  Houfe  the  faft 
Week  full  of  Pam,  his  Hand  and  Wrift  much 
fwell’d,  and  bound  up  with  Cloths;  Mr.  Gna- 
trak's  did  there  fflroke  him,  and  he  came  this 
Day  to  my  Houfe  again  to  have  his  Foot  and 
Leg  touched ;  where  I,  with  feveral  others,  did 
fee  his  Hand  that  was  fo  fweiled,  to  be  free 
from  Swelling  or  Pain. 

May  17,  1 666.  J.  Omen . 


Mr .  Noye’j  Certificate ,  London,  May  .10.  1 666. 

WHereas  Peter  Noyes,  of  TrunkwelL,  in  the  Pa¬ 
ri  fh  of  Shing- field,  in  the  County  of  Berks % 
Gent,  having  a  Diftemper  rifen  in  his  Neck,  about 
twelve  Months  fince,  in  a  white  hard  knob ;  be¬ 
ing  fearful  what  the  Effe&s  of  it  might  be, 
went  to  Oxford  to  advife  with  Dr.  Willis,  who 
laid  difperfing  Plafters,  thinking  to  diflolve  it, 
and,  by  Phyfick,  to  carry  it  off;  continuing 
fome  time  in  this  Courfe,  1  found  my  felf  grow 
weaker  and  ftomachlefs,  and  a  Fever  feized  up¬ 
on  me :  I  lent  to  Dr.  Willis ,  who  delired  me 
to  come  to  Oxford ,  to  advife  there  with  the 
King’s  Chirurgeons,  who  faid,  it  was  not  the 
King  s-Evil,  but  a  FiftnU,  and  mu  ft  be  dilated, 
which  was  done  in  four  Places  at  feveral  times, 
but  all  proved  inefFe&ual ;  their  fcarifying,  eat¬ 
ing  Medicines,  Plafters,  and  Phyfick,  never  could 
make  it  run  any  thing  but  a  black  Humour; 
afterwards  a  new  Swelling  rifing  under  the  Ear, 
made  them  apprehend  it  to  be  the  Kings-Evil : 
Whereupon,  I  ftill  growing  weaker  and  weak¬ 
er,  and  almoft  without  hope  of  Life,  by  the 
Advice  of  Dr.  Wiflis,  with  much  difficulty,  came 
to  London  to  Mr.  Greatrak's,  but  in  fo  low  a 
Condition,  that  I  was,  in  my  own  apprehenfion, 
near  Death  :  Now  Mr.  Greatratfs  being  my  laft 
Remedy,  I  made  my  Applications  to  him ;  my 

Wife 
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Wife  with  Tears  and  perfwafive  Arguments 
procured  him  to  come  to  me  ;  and  upon  his  firfl 
ftroking,  I  found  Strength,  and  that  black  Hu¬ 
mour  which  my  Sores  did  run,  (topped,  and 
they  ran  thick  Corruption :  Upon  the  Conti¬ 
nuance  of  his  Stroking,  I  (through  the  Good- 
nefs  of  God)  found  the  Humour  abated,  and 
my  Strength  increafe  ;  and  now  the  Evil  killed, 
only  a  fcrophuious  Humour  foiloweth,  which,  I 
hope,  will  be  foon  dried  up* 

Peter  Noyes . 

.  Wit  nefs.  Win*  Noyes . 

Richard  Birch . 

Jafper  Walker* 
fTho*  White . 

Stephen  Sparkes* 

Edward  Phipps . 

Mr.  Harrifon 9s  Certificate. 

THERE  being  a  Report  of  Mr.  Valentine 
Greatratfs ,  who  did  cure  all  Difeafes  by  his 
Hand,  although  1  could  fcarce  believe  that  an 
Innate  and  in- born  Difeafe  could  be  cured,  yet 
I  was  perfwaded  to  go  to  him,  upon  the  Cer¬ 
tificate  of  one  Man,  who  did  inform  me  that  he 
did  cure  him  •,  and  by  his  Touch,  make  an  ef- 
fay  to  mine  own  Cure. 

Being  born  with  the  King’s- Evil  (as  they  call 
it)  upon  me,  now  being  31  Years  old,  it  being 
demonftrable  from  divers  Parts  of  my  Body,  my 
Parents  did  alway  endeavour  a  Cure  from  the 
Chirurgeons,  they,  by  their  Skill,  did  prove  its 
obltinacy  by  their  repeated  Endeavours,  and  did 
break  the  Node  which  was  contrafted  in  my 
right  Arm  pit,  and  likewife  another  in  the  little 
Finger  of  my  right  Hand;  but  as  I  grew  in 
Strength,  the  Difeafe  grew  more  daring,  and 
approached  my  Throat,  my  Face,  and  Eye-lids, 
(as  was  apparent  from  their  Promanances  and 

Swel- 
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Swellings,)  and  now  was  under  my  right  Ear* 
no  Means  foftning  its  obduracy  :  I  made  my  ad- 
drefs  to  him,  who  did  freely  ftroke  that  Part, 
as  likewife  my  Face;  which  touch  did  humble 
the  Swelling  under  mine  Ear,  and  brake  it,  af¬ 
ter  it  had  troubled  me  by  its  forenefs  for  2  or 
3  Hours,  and  my  Face,  on  that  fide,  did  change 
its  hue  formerly,  being  ebullient  in  many  Pla¬ 
ces  ;  from  his  ftroke  the  Difeafe  was  beaten 
downwards  into  my  fmall  Guts,  and  did  pain  me  fo 
extremely  for  14  Days;  1  endeavouring  to  cure 
it  by  other  Means,  was  perfwaded  it  was  the 
Difeafe  flew  thither  for  refuge,  which  !  found 
true ;  for  going  to  him,  and  he  rubbing  of 
it  with  his  cold  Hand,  (an  improbable  Means* 
as  moft  do  think,)  he,  by  this  Motion  of  his 
Hand,  did  produce  fuch  a  Heat,  as  did  burn 
up  all  the  Pain  :  but  at  this,  and  the  other 
times  he  ftroked  me,  1  had  fuch  a  Sicknefs  up¬ 
on  me,  as  Men  have  when  they  are  about  to 
vomit,  and  one  time  I  vomited  an  acid  frothy 
Matter,  with  fome  indigefted  Flegm.  After 
this,  viz..  on  Eafter* Monday  7  1  found  fome  of 
this  Humour  fteal  into  my  right  Leg,  and  was 
ftroked  there,  and  it  vanifhed,  having  fome  re¬ 
membrance  of  my  former  Sicknefs  in  my  Sto» 
mach.  When  my  felf,  or  any  one  elfe,  did  tell 
him  of  the  Eafe  they  received,  1  heard  no  vaunt 
In  his  Language,  but  joyfully  he  faid,  either, 
Praifed  be  Gody  or,  7  he  Glory  be  to  God  ;  and 
when  he  ftroked  me,  he  faid,  God  give  a  Blef - 
fmg  to  it .  For  his  being  an  Importer,  as  fome 
have  cenforioufly  averred,  who  thought  their 
Dagon  of  Profit  muft  fall  hereby,  his  Liberali¬ 
ty  will  difprove.  What  I  could  give  of  Credit 
or  Applaufe  to  any  that  have  formerly  done 
me  good,  I  muft  double  upon  him,  as  an  In- 

ftrument 


(  88  ) 

ft  rumen*  to  give  all  to  God,  as  the  Author  of 
all  the  Comforts  of 

John  Hkrrifoti • 

\ 

Prefent  when  Mr.  John  Hmlfm  in  Southwark,  writ 
and  fubferibed  his  Name  hereunto, 

Albert  Otto  Faber ,  M.  D. 

Memoranda  That  I  was  an  Eye-witnefs  of  Mr. 
John  Harrifony%  fubferibing  and  owning  of  this 
Certificate, 

George  Weldon • 

Mary  Glovers  Certificate. 

I  Mary  Glover  of  Aliskury ,  in  the  County  of 
Buckingham^  do  certifie  whom  it  may  con* 
cern,  That  I  was  near  quite  Blind,  and  was  Deaf 
mbout  5  Years,  and  I  have  been  with  one  Mrs® 
Wells  in  Hertfordshire and  Mr.  Refirick  in  G un¬ 
powder- Ally  in  Fetter- Lane,  and  feveral  others, 
for  Cure,  bat  could  get  none :  but,  under  God, 
I  have  received  perfect  Cure,  by  the  ftroke  of 
Mr.  GreatraFs  Hand,  both  in  my  Eyes  and  Hear* 
ing  :  All  which  l  tefiifie  to  be  true,  and  have 
hereto  fubferibed  my  Name,  the  17 th  of  May% 
Anno  Bom*  1 666* 

Mary  Glover 

Witnefies  hereunto,  having  it  from  her  own 
Mouth, 

John  Owen,  of  Bread fireet,  London . 

Matthew  Porter ,  of  London . 

John  Grone . 

William  Faithorn> 

Margaret  Well  ley  Certificate . 

I  Margaret  Weflley ,  of  the  Parifh  of  Chrifi- Churchy 
l^ondon,  do  certifie  whom  it  may  concern, 
That  I  have  been  almoft  Blind  of  one  of  my 
Eyes  near  twelve  Months,  and  have  been  with 

divers 


divers  Perfons  to  get  Cure,  but  could  get  none : 
But  now,  under  God,  I  have  received  perfect 
Cure  by  the  Stroke  of  Mr.  GreatraVs  Hand. 
Which  I  teftifie  to  be  true,  and  have  here¬ 
to  fiibfcribed  my  Name,  May  17 thy  Anno  Bom . 
1 666. 

Margaret  Weflley . 

Witnefles  hereunto, 

John  Owen ,  of  Bread-ftreet,  London . 

Matth .  Porter . 

John  Grone • 

William  Faithorne. 

May  20.  1 666. 

Mrs .  Surman’j  Certificate. 

THIS  Perfon,  Mary  Surrnan,  the  Wife  of 
William  Surman ,  living  in  St.  Johns  Court 
in  Cow-Lane ,  by  Smithfield ,  a  Phyfician,  was  trou¬ 
bled  with  a  very  violent  Pain  for  feven  Years 
laft  paft,  which  fo  contracted  her  Limbs,  that 
fhe  was  quite  double,  and  could  not  ftand  up¬ 
right,  or  fcarce  fit  ;  and  having  ufed  all  manner 
of  Means  poftible  for  Cure,  but  found  none  •,  at 
length,  through  the  Goodnefs  of  God,  was  di¬ 
rected  to  Mr.  Valentine  GreatraVs  on  Monday 
toft,  being  the  14^  Day  of  this  inftant  May, 
he  then  being  at  Mortlack ,  at  Mr.  Owens :  at 
which  time  fhe  had  little  or  no  Pain  at  ail  up¬ 
on  her  ;  but  by  the  Stroking  of  the  Hand  of 
Mr.  GreatraJis ,  a  very  little  while  after,  was  in 
a  mo  ft  violent  and  miferable  Pain  and  Torture, 
by  reafon  of  the  Stirrings  of  that  Humour 
which  had  fo  contradfed  her  Limbs  as  a  fore - 
faid  :  Which  Pain  continued  till  a  fecond  time 
fhe  came  under  his  Hands,  which  was  on  Fri¬ 
day  laft,  being  the  1 8th  Day  of  this  inftant;  at 
which  time,  being  ftroked  by  him,  (lie  fell  into 
a  Sweating  ;  which  Sweat  continued  upon  her 
till  this  prefent  Day,  and  fo  her  Diftemper  by 

M  Tranf- 


Tranfpiration  ceafed,  that  fhe  is  perfe&Iy  well, 
and  feels  no  Fain,  or  any  Gontradtion  upon  her  at 
the  leaft. 

Mary  Surman • 

Witnefles  to  the  Truth  of  what 
is  related  as  above, 

Richard  Bland ,  of  Hoxton,  la  Shoreditch  Parifb, 
Merchant. 

Tho.  Majfam ,  of  St.  Bartholomew's  Parifb,  Lon* 
don%  Scr. 

John  Maffam^  of  Bread-  (Ireet^  Stationer. 

Both  the  Majfams,  Brothers  to  the  faid 
Mary  Surman .  • 

/ilex.  Merreal ,  of  Bread'ftreet ,  Stationer. 


Dr.  AftelFr  Letter  to  a  Fellow  of  a  College  in 

Oxford. 


SIR, 

TN  my  laft,  I  promifed  to  give  you  an  Ac¬ 
count  of  what  1  had  lean  that  Man  of  Won¬ 
ders  do,  ,viz..  Mr.  Valentine  GreatrafCs.  I  did 
likewife  Promife  to  give  the  fame  Account  to 
iliv  Honourable  Friends,  the  Honourable  Robert 
Boyle ,  and  Dr.  Dickinfon  j  but  being  flraitned  in 
time,  i  defire  you  to  fhow  them  this,  and  in  my 
behalf,  to  beg  their  Excufe. 

In  acute  Pains  wherefoever  feated,  the  Perfons, 
upon  his  Stroking,  have  for  the  mod  part  con- 
felled  a  momentary  Relief^  and  that  wThich  of¬ 
ten  caufed  my  Admiration,  I  have  feen  a  Pain 
move  from  the  left  Shoulder,  to  the  right  Foot, 
and  then  ftroked  out  of  the  Toes:  When  fix’d 
there, they  have  cried  out  with  extremity  of  Pain,till 
relieved  by  his  Hand,  i  faw  a  young  Woman  well 
habited,  who  complained  of  a  Pain  in  her  Head 
that  was  Chronical  p  M t.  Greatrak's  gently  ftro^ 
ked  her  Head,  and  it  came  into  her  Eyes,  after¬ 
wards  into  her  Nofe  and  Mouth,  then  into  her 

Stomach  : 
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Stomach:  The  Woman  grew  very  Sick,  fo  that 
fhefwounded  away;  the  People  about  her  imagi¬ 
ned  fhe  would  have  died :  Upon  ftroking  her 
Stomach,  it  flew  into  her  Throat,  ready  to  ftrangle 
her,  then  into  her  Eyes,  fo  that  both  Sight  and 
Speech  were  taken  from  her.  He  continued  (tre¬ 
king  from  place  to  place  till  fhe  recovered  her  Sen- 
fes,  and  declared  before  thofe  prefent,  fhe  was 
freed  from  Pain.  1  have  feen  feveral  of  the  fame 
Mature,  though  not  fo  extreme,  freed  by  him  du¬ 
ring  the  Time  they  were  with  him.  I  have  heard 
thofe  who  have  been  Deaf  for  many  Years  declare, 
after  be  bad  rubb'd  their  Heads,  and  put  his  Fin¬ 
gers  in  their  Ears,  that  they  have  heard  diftinftly  ; 
nay,  fome  1  have  gone  to,  and  have  fpoke  to  them 
with  no  high  Voice,  and  they  have  made  ready  An- 
fwers  to  Queftions  not  vulgar.  I  faw  a  Child  a- 
ged  about  12.  that  had  not  ftirr’d  Hand  nor  Foot 
for  14  Weeks  together  ;  fhe  had  near  20  ferophu- 
lous  Tumours  in  her  Arms,  Thighs,  Legs,  and 
Throat.  Out  of  one  large  one  in  her  Leg,  near 
the  Shin-bone,  he  made  a  fmall  Orifice,  and  took 
out  divers  Kernels*,  thofe  that  were  hard,  by  his 
handling  tended  to  fuppuration :  After  twice  ftro¬ 
king,  this  Child  walked  up  hill  do  Yards,  or  more  : 
Thofe  Sores  that  ran,  dried  up  after  bis  Spitting 
upon  them,  l  ean  the  more  boldly  atteft  this,  by 
reafon  the  Mother  of  the  Child,  through  the  Inter- 
ceffion  of  a  Friend  of  mine  to  me,  by  my  Intereft, 
gain’d  accefs  to  have  her  Child  touched  by  him. 
Thofe  who  have  had  I  [Mat  teas  or  Hip-gouts,  I 
have  feen  go  away  freed  from  all  Pain.  I  faw  a 
Man,  aged  above  30,  who  had  the  King’s  Evil,  by 
reafon  whereof,  he  had  not  flood  upright  for  three 
Years,  his  back-bone,  through  Weaknefs,  diftend- 
ed  2  or  3  Inches,  when,  without  his  Crutch,  he 
could  not  walk  about  a  Room  without  refting  his 
Hands  upon  his  Knees :  He  had  two  Fiftula’s  up¬ 
on  the  left  mu f cuius  facrolumbl ,  great  Inflammation 
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being  upon  the  Parts  adjoining,  with  grievous  Pain. 
After  Mr.  Greatrak^s  had  ftroked  him  a  while,  the 
Pain  was  quite  taken  away,  and  he  walked  upright 
feveral  times  about  the  Room.  A  little  above  the 
Carpus  of  the  right  Wrift  was  two  Tumours  as  big 
as  Tennis-balls,  no  way  tending  to  any  fuppuration  \ 
yet,  faith  Mr.  GreatraFs ,  to  a  Perfon  of  Quality 
then  prefent,if  1  don't  open  it,  his  Arm  will  rot 
off;  with  that,  taking  his  Lance,  he  makesa  fmall 
Orifice,  and  with  a  little  comprefling  the  Part, 
there  flies  out  Hundreds  offmall  Bodies,  fome  as 
bigas  French-beans;  I  could  liken  them  to  no¬ 
thing  fo  fitly  as  to  Cock-ftones ;  for  they  much  re- 
fern  bled  them  in  all  Points :  They  flew  out  like  to 
a  Shower  of  Hail,  with  a  windy  Stink.  He  had 
likewife  a  Tumour  of  the  fame  Kature  in  the 
Mufcle  or  Brawn  of  the  Thumb  :  fie  opened  that, 
there  came  out  fome  of  the  fame  Kernelf^ and  I 
could  per  ft*  fitly  difcern  that  the  Part  of  the  Brawn 
of  the  Thumb  was  converted  into  thofe  Anomalous 
Bodies ;  but  whence,  or  by  what  Juice,  this  firange 
Tran  fin  u  ration  ftiould  be  made,  I  leave  to  others 
more  learned  to  enquire  into. 

1  likewife  faw  a  Man,  who  could  not  move  his 
Hand,  it  being,  to  Isis  thinking, dead,  Mr.  GreatrafCs 
gently  (treked  him,  and  he  moved  his  Hand  as 
well  as  I  could  mine,  and  with  great  Acclamations 
gave  thanks  to  God.  f  forbear  to  acquaint  you 
with  any  more;  for  if  I  fhould  relate  all  1  have  feeo, 
feveral  Sheets  would  not  contain  it :  1  have  decla¬ 
red  what  I  was  an  Eye-witnefs  to  ;  but  whether 
the  Perfons  that  have  received  immediate  Relief 
continue  well,  I  cannot  inform  you  at  prefent ;  but 
perhaps  hereafter  I  may  tell  you  my  Thoughts, 
why  many  (as  it  is  reported)  reiapfe.  Having  oft 
bad  the  Opportunity  of  being  in  his  Company, 
wjth  fome  Perfons  of  no  ordinary  Quality,  1  am  the 
better  able  to  give  a  Charader  of  him.  I  find 
him  to  be  a  Perfon  of  a  brave,  genteel  Humour,  of  a 
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free  Carriage  and  Difpofition  *,  one  as  being  not 
over  Precife,  to  be  termed  a  Zealot ;  fo  not  of  fo 
large  a  Latitude,  as  to  deferve  that  of  a  debauched 
Perfon,  which  fome  in  the  World  have  undeferv- 
edly  given  him:  For  I  have  dined  feveral  Times 
where  he  hath  been,  and  I  never  obferved  other  but 
great  Moderation,  both  as  to  eating  and  drinking  % 
nor  did  I  ever  hear  him  Swear,  or  fee  him  Paflio- 
nate,  although  Caufe  fufficient  hath  been  given  in 
my  hearing,  to  move  a  Perfon  not  indued  with  a 
more  than  ordinary?Patience.  I  hope,  Dear  Friend, 
you  are  fo  afTured  of  my  reality,  that  nothing  could 
Induce  me  to  this,  were  I  not  fo  great  an  Alfertor 
and  Vindicator  of  Truth,  let  it  tend  never  fo  much 
to  my  Difadvantage  :  I  take  leave,  and  fubfcribe, 

SIR* 

March  io,  1 666.  Your  affe&ionate  real 

Friend,  &c. 

Jer .  Aft  cl* 


A 


SIR ? 

O  T  knowing  whether  I  may  have  the 
Happinefs  to  fee  you  again  before  I  re? 
turn  for  Ireland ,  I  thought  fit  to  let  you 
know.  That!  have  left  the  Original  Te« 
ftimonials  in  the  Hands  of  Mr.  Starkey ,  the  Stationer, 
to  be  delivered  unto  you,  that  you  may  fee,  (and  o- 
thers  that  are  any  wife  Scrupulous  may  be  far  is- 
lied)  that  the  Printed  Certificates  are  verbatim  the 
fame  with  them.  For  your  many  and  great  Civi¬ 
lities,  1  heartily  thank  you,  and  do  defire  you  to 
give  my  humble  Service  to  thofe  Honourable  Gen¬ 
tlemen  of  Grejham  College,  who  were  pleafed  to 
afford  me  the  Honour  of  their  Company  at  Lincolns - 
Inn  fields ,  and  elfewherej  I  know  both  your  feif 
and  they  have  fo  much  Candour,  Noblenefs,  and 
Ingenuity,  as  not  to  Condemn  or  Cenfure  me,  as 
others  have  done,  for  that  Liberty  and  Freedom  in 
my  Carriage  (void  of  Offence,  I  hope)  which  l  ufe, 
having  not  been  acquainted  with  thatfevere  and 
morale  Manner  of  Converfe,  unto  which  feme  tye 
up  themfelves :  1  thank  God,  I  carry  about  me  an 
open,  clear,  and  harmlefs  Breaft,  free  from  bafe  De- 
ligns,  Hypocrifie,  or  Fraud,  fo  that  I  need  not  a 
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Cover,  Pretence,  or  Colour  •,  and,  I  hope,  the  Di¬ 
vine  Goodnefs  will,  in  great  Mercy,  over-look  my 
Failings  and  Imperfe&ions }  and,  of  his  own 
Grace,  regard  the  Simplicity  and  Integrity  of  my 
Heart,  which  rejoiceth  in  nothing  more,  than  in 
doing  of  Good,  and  employing  my  felt,  as  God 
fhall  enable  me,  in  helping  Perfonsin  Mifery  }  to¬ 
wards  whom,  1  find  in  my  felf  tendernefs  of  Mind, 
a  hearty  Companion,  and  a  ready  Difpolition  to  try 
the  utmoft  of  my  Endeavours  for  their  Eafe  and 
Relief}  in  which  Service,  as  I  have  my  Recom- 
pence,  fo  in  the  good  EfFe&s  of  it,  my  Satisfa&ion  : 
judging  it  better  than  my  being  in  the  World,  to 
be  inftrumental  for  goQd,  and  to  be  ferviceable  to 
Mankind.  I  fhall  add  no  more,  but  my  hearty 
Prayers  for  your  Eternal  Happinefs,  who  am  faith¬ 
fully  devoted, 

Molt  Honoured  and 


May  5- 
t 666 . 


Worthy  Sir, 

Your  molt  affe&ionate 


and  humble  Servant 


Valent 
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